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Worship Theme | Faith & Technology 

January 18, 2026 at 10am 
 

FIRST PARISH IN LINCOLN 
a n  o p e n  a n d  w e l c o m i n g  c o m m u n i t y  c h u r c h 

“What is A.I. Doing to Our Souls?” 

https://carmenpinedoherrero.blogspot.com/2015/07/en-el-azul-pintado-de-azul-marc-chagall.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


WELCOME TO FIRST PARISH 
Nurturing Spirituality | Building Community | Pursuing Justice 

We are an open and welcoming community church formed in 1942 by the union of the 
Congregational (1746) and Unitarian (1842) churches in Lincoln. Whoever you are, 

wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 
Land Acknowledgment. We gather today on the unceded homelands of the 
Massachusett and Nipmuc peoples. Let us strive to honor all indigenous peoples 
by joining their efforts to pursue justice and care for this land. An action step is 
included at the back of this bulletin. 

If you are visiting this morning, we are so glad you are here! We hope 
you’ll join us for Coffee Hour after worship. Tell us about yourself or 
sign up for our mailing list by filling out a Virtual Connect Card. 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Give Online! Scan the QR code to contribute toward the Sunday Plate, 
a pledge, or a Special Offering.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Livestream. You can view past services 
on our YouTube page. If you don’t wish 
to have your image included in a 
recording, please contact the church 
office or a minister. 
One License #A-732063 | CCS # 15261 

Ushers 
Barbara O’Neil 

Anne Forbes Van Nest 
Rook Van Nest 
Kathryn Walker 

Assistive Listening Devices are available 
in the narthex. Please ask an usher for 
assistance. 
 

Children’s Program. No Nursery or 
Religious Exploration this week. 
Kids are welcome to check out the 
toys and art supplies available in 
the Stearns Room. Happy MLK 
weekend! We’ll see everyone next 
week for Winter Workshops! 

We thank the following people for their contributions to today’s service. 

  Lay Leader 
Caroline Smart 

Altar Flowers 
Barbara and David O’Neil 
Given with prayers for a just 

peace here at home and 
around the world 

Hospitality 
R.L. Smith 

Mimsy Beckwith 



 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 18, 2026 FAITH & TECHNOLOGY 

Welcome! Please enjoy the prelude in a spirit of meditation. 

PRELUDE       
Fuga BuxWV 176 Dietrich Buxtehude (1637–1707) 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

WELCOME Rev. Nate Klug 

*OPENING WORDS  
Adapted from the words of Martin Luther King, Jr.  

One:  We are caught in an inescapable network of mutuality,  
tied in a single garment of destiny. 

Many: Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. 
One:  There are some things in our social system  

to which all of us ought to be maladjusted. 
Many: Hatred and bitterness can never cure the disease of fear;  

only love can do that. 
One:  We must evolve for all human conflict a method  

which rejects revenge, aggression, and retaliation. 
Many: The foundation of such a method is love. 
One:  Before it is too late, we must narrow the gaping chasm  

between our proclamations of peace  
and our lowly deeds which precipitate and perpetuate war. 

Many: We shall hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of hope.  

*OPENING HYMN | Gray 215   
Praise to the Living God    

*COVENANT | In Unison Caroline Smart 

In the love of truth and in the spirit of Jesus 
 We unite for the worship of God and the service of all. 

*SHARING THE PEACE   
  



 

*SUNG RESPONSE 
Sing for Justice AR HYD Y NOS 

All who want peace, sing for justice, join in the call! 
Justice is love’s public story open to all. 
Harmony is born of difference, notes and chords of lived experience 
All who want peace, sing for justice, join in the call. 

We who want peace, work for justice, so shall we grow. 
We will work to see the day when all may be whole. 
Naming truths while burdens bearing, singing, sharing, learning, caring 
We who want peace, work for justice, so shall we grow. 

FIRST READING  Sarah Klockowski 
From “The Over-Soul” | Ralph Waldo Emerson 

The faith that stands on authority is not faith. The reliance on authority 
measures the decline of religion, the withdrawal of the soul.  

...Great is the soul, and plain. It is no flatterer, it is no follower; it never 
appeals from itself. It believes in itself. Before the immense possibilities of 
[humanity], all mere experience, all past biography, however spotless and 
sainted, shrinks away.  

...The soul gives itself, alone, original, and pure, to the Lonely, Original, and 
Pure, who, on that condition, gladly inhabits, leads, and speaks through it. 
Then is it glad, young, and nimble. It is not wise, but it sees through all 
things. It is not called religious, but it is innocent. It calls the light its own, 
and feels that the grass grows and the stone falls by a law inferior to, and 
dependent on, its nature.  

Behold, it saith, I am born into the great, the universal mind. I, the 
imperfect, adore my own Perfect. I am somehow receptive of the great 
soul, and thereby I do overlook the sun and the stars, and feel them to be 
the fair accidents and effects which change and pass. More and more the 
surges of everlasting nature enter into me, and I become public and human 
in my regards and actions. So come I to live in thoughts, and act with 
energies, which are immortal.  

 



 

INTRODUCTION TO PRAYER Caroline Smart 

PRAYER HYMN | Gray 199 
Precious Lord, Take My Hand  

SILENT PRAYER & MEDITATION 

COMMUNITY PRAYERS  The Ministers 

PASTORAL PRAYER  Caroline Smart 

UNISON PRAYER       
Adapted from Martin Luther King, Jr., 1953 

Most Gracious and all wise God, before whose face the generations rise 
and fall, thou in whom we live, and move, and have our being: we thank 
thee for all of thy good and gracious gifts, for life and for health; for food 
and for raiment; for the beauties of nature and the love of human nature.  

We come before thee painfully aware of our inadequacies and 
shortcomings. We realize that we stand surrounded with the mountains of 
love, and sometimes we deliberately dwell in the valley of hate. We stand 
amid the forces of truth and deliberately lie.  

For these sins, forgive. Break the spell of that which blinds our minds. 
Purify our hearts that we may see thee. O God in these turbulent days 
when fear and doubt are mounting high, give us broad visions, penetrating 
eyes, and power of endurance. Help us to work with rewed vigor for a 
warless world, for a better distribution of wealth, and for a human family 
that transcends race or color. Amen. 

INTRODUCTION TO OFFERING   

OFFERTORY 
Komm, Heiliger Geist, Herre Gott, BuxWV 199 Dietrich Buxtehude 

*DOXOLOGY | In Unison 

From all that dwell below the skies let the Creator’s praise arise 
Let the Redeemers’ names be sung through every land by every tongue. 



 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER | In Unison 

We give thanks for both these gifts and the givers, and we ask that we may 
use these gifts wisely and well, both to nurture the life of this congregation 
and to further the goals of justice and peace throughout the world. 

CHORAL ANTHEM 
Only Love                   words inspired by MLK, Jr., music: Mark Miller 

Violence only leads to violence. 
Hatred only leads to hate. 
Only love, only love, only love leads to love, 
Only love! 
 

SECOND READING 
Luke 10:16-24 

[Jesus said:] “Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever rejects 
you rejects me, and whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me.” 

The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, in your name even the 
demons submit to us!” He said to them, “I watched Satan fall from heaven 
like a flash of lightning. Indeed, I have given you authority to tread on 
snakes and scorpions and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing will 
hurt you. Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to you, 
but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” 

At that very hour Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, “I thank you, 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things 
from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, 
Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over 
to me by my Father, and no one knows who the Son is except the Father 
or who the Father is except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses 
to reveal him.” 

Then turning to the disciples, Jesus said to them privately, “Blessed are the 
eyes that see what you see! For I tell you that many prophets and kings 
desired to see what you see, but did not see it, and to hear what you hear, 
but did not hear it.” 



 

SERMON Russell Powell  
What is A.I. Doing to Our Souls? 

*CLOSING HYMN | page 6 
Only Love Mark Miller 

*OUR CALL TO MINISTRY | In Unison                 Caroline Smart 

We go forth from the worship of God to be faithful to the vision of Jesus 
To affirm each person’s dignity and to cherish the living earth. 

*BENEDICTION  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

POSTLUDE  
Prelude, Fugue and Chaconne Dietrich Buxtehude  
Please join us for Coffee Hour in our Stearns Room directly following worship! 

  
Please recycle this program.  
Bins are available in the narthex and Stearns Room. 
 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ACTION STEP. You are invited to learn 
about and support the legislation currently before the MA State Legislature 
that would benefit Indigenous Peoples. Scan the QR code to learn more 
about and/or write your representative to express your support.
 
PURSUING JUSTICE ACTION STEP. Save the LUCE hotline number in your 
phone today! Think You SEE I.C.E. in your area? CALL: 617-370-5023. The 
hotline operates from 5am - 9pm every day of the week across multiple 
languages. 



 

*CLOSING HYMN | page 6 
Only Love  Mark Miller 
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THE FORUM | WHAT IS A.I. DOING TO OUR SOULS? 
TODAY, January 18 • 11:30am • Sanctuary & Livestream 
Russell Powell 

MEDITATION SANGHA 
Tuesday, January 20 • 4:00pm • Stearns Room  
Joan Kimball & Ben Wells, sangha@fplincoln.org  
OPENING DOORS: WHAT’S THE VIBE? 
Wednesday, January 21 • 5:00pm • Parish House  
Opening Doors Campaign 

POETRY GROUP 
Wednesday, January 21 • 7:30pm • Garrison Room  

CHILDREN’S CHOIR REHEARSAL 
Thursday, January 22 • 4:30pm • Stearns Room  
Miranda Loud, miranda@fplincoln.org 

CHOIR REHEARSAL 
Thursday, January 22 • 7:00pm • Stearns Room  
Miranda Loud, miranda@fplincoln.org 

QUIET WALKS 
Friday, January 23 • 1:30pm • Lincoln Trails 
Andy Falender & Jackie Lenth 

Visit our website or sign up for weekly emails for program details: www.fplincoln.org 
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GLIMMERINGS: A BOOK GROUP ABOUT FAITH 
Sunday, January 25 • 3:00pm • Stearns Room 
This winter, join Rev. Nate Klug for a chance to dive deeper into 
what the word “faith” means to each of us. Are you a person of 
faith? Why or why not…or maybe you are in the midst of figuring 
out that very thing! What experiences have you had that lead you 
to where you are? Participants will be asked to read a short 
excerpt of a new book, Glimmerings: Letters on Faith Between a 
Poet and a Theologian, prior to each meeting, to give us something 
to bounce our ideas against. Link to first reading in news brief and 
on website Events page. 
 

TAO OF PARENTING DISCUSSION GROUP 
Tuesday, January 27 • 7:00pm • Stearns Room 
Join us for a new, open and ongoing parenting discussion group 
based on teachings from the book, The Parent’s Tao Te Ching, by 
William Martin. We will focus on a short “chapter” at each 
meeting. Hosts Kathryn Walker and Lora Venesy will offer a few 
guiding questions around each theme to prompt ideas and 
experiences. We don’t have all the answers for life’s burning 
questions, but we hope to hold a space for each person’s stories, 
struggles, and triumphs about parenting, wherever you are in that 
journey. Refreshments and books will be available at each 
meeting. Questions or more info, contact Lora Venesy: 
lora@fplincoln.org. 
 

WINTER CARNIVAL | Candle making for kids of all ages! 
Sunday, February 1 • 11:30am • Parish House 
Celebrate the halfway point between the winter solstice and 
spring equinox with the art of candle making! Kids will make and 
decorate their own candle to take home. We will have two 
different levels available. Simple (candle rolling) for ages 3-7, and 
advanced (which involves dipping) for ages 8 and up. 



 

 
 
 
 
 


