FIRST PARISH IN LINCOLN

an open and welcoming community church
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“Hidden in Plain Sight”

Candlelight Service | Lessons & Carols
December 24, 2025 at 8pm



WELCOME TO FIRST PARISH

Nurturing Spirituality | Building Community | Pursuing Justice

We are an open and welcoming community church formed in 1942 by the union of the
Congregational (1746) and Unitarian (1842) churches in Lincoln. Whoever you are,
wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.

Land Acknowledgment. We gather today on the unceded homelands of the
Massachusett and Nipmuc peoples. Let us strive to honor all indigenous peoples
by joining their efforts to pursue justice and care for this land. An action step is
included at the back of this bulletin.

E3s:mE |If you are visiting tonight, we are so glad you are here! We hope you'll

= join us for future services and programs. Tell us about yourself or sign

(=] : up for our mailing list by filling out a Virtual Connect Card.

Livestream. You can view past services Children’s Program. Winter

on our YouTube page. If you don’t wish Religious Exploration begins on

to have your image included in a January 11th. Children are invited to
recording, please contact the church explore spirituality, build

office or a minister. community, and grow in empathy.
One License #A-732063 | CCS # 15261 Check out the full schedule on our

. L. . . ) website, fplincoln.org.
NEW Assistive Listening Devices are

available in the narthex. Please ask an
usher for assistance.

Offering.

E,%‘E] Give Online! Scan the QR code to contribute toward tonight’s Special
= Cover art. Icon of the Nativity of the Lord, Andrei Rublev.

We thank the following people for their contributions to today’s service.

Deacon Ushers Guest Musicians
Sarah Andrysiak Alida Zweidler-McKay  Jessica Cooper Morgan, soprano
Jane O'Rourke Motomi Tanaka, soprano
Ursula Matulonis Jason Wang, tenor

Gina Halsted



December 24, 2025 CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE

Welcome! Please enjoy the prelude in a spirit of meditation.

PRELUDE

Noels Claude D’Aquin and Claude Balbastre (1724-1799)

O Holy Night Adolphe Adam (1853-1856)
Jessica Cooper Morgan, soprano

INTROIT

Psallite Michael Praetorius (1571-1621)

WELCOME Rev. Nate Klug

*OPENING WORDS

One: Here, may we find entrance to a still point in the turning world.
All:  May peace be with us all.
One: A child has come forth to stand with star dust in his hair.

All:  May the wonder of new life bless us all.

One: The visible and the invisible dance together on this night.

All:  May the spirit of love in the world join us all. Amen.
*CAROL

ADESTE FIDELES

2 Sing, choirs of angels

O Come, All Ye Faithful
1 O come all ye faithful,

joyful and triumphant,

O come ye, O come ye
to Bethlehem,

come and behold him,
born the king of angels;
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ, the Lord!

*All are invited to rise in body or spirit.

sing in exultation

sing, all ye citizens

of heaven above!

Glory to God

all glory in the highest

O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ, the Lord!



3 Yea, Lord, we greet thee,
born this happy morning,
Jesus, to thee be
all glory given;

Word of our God,

now in flesh appearing:
O come, let us adore him,
O come let us adore him
O come, let us adore him,
Christ, the Lord!

FIRST LESSON
The Prophecy | Isaiah 9

LIGHTING OF THE CHRISTMAS CANDLE

ANTHEM
Ave Maria

*CAROL
Away in a Manger

1 Away in a manger,
no crib for a bed,
the little Lord Jesus
laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky
looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus
asleep on the hay.

SECOND LESSON
The Birth | Luke 2

ANTHEM
A Spotless Rose

Samantha Donaldson

The Donaldson Family

Franz Biebl (1906-2001)

The cattle are lowing,
the baby awakes,

but little Lord Jesus

no crying he makes.

| love you, Lord Jesus;
look down from the sky,
and stay by my side
until morning is nigh.

Hunter Patterson

Herbert Howells (1892-1983)
Jason Wang, tenor



*CAROL
O Little Town of Bethlehem

1 O little town of Bethlehem
how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep
and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by.

Yet in thy dark streets shineth
the everlasting light

the hopes and fears

of all the years

are met in thee tonight.

3 How silently, how silently,
the wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts
the blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear this coming,
but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive

him, still the dear Christ enters in.

THIRD LESSON
The Angels | Luke 2

ANTHEM
What Sweeter Music

*CAROL
Angels We Have Heard on High

1 Angels we have heard on high
sweetly singing o'er the plain
and the mountains in reply
echoing their joyous strain
gloria, in excelsis Deo!

ST. LOUIS

2 For Christ is born of Mary

and gathered all above

while mortals sleep

the angels keep

their watch of wondering love.
O morning stars together
proclaim the holy birth.

And praises ring:

from God they bring

good will to all on earth.

O holy child of Bethlehem
descend to us, we pray,

cast out our sin and enter in,
be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels,
the great glad tidings tell;

O come to us, abide with us,
our Lord Emmanuel!

Sophie Moynihan

John Rutter (b. 1945)

GLORIA

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee?

Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be?
Which inspire your heavenly songs?
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!



3 Come to Bethlehem and see
Christ whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee,
Christ, the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

FOURTH LESSON Henry Patterson

The Shepherds | Luke 2

ANTHEM

In the Bleak Midwinter Harold Darke (1888-1976)
Jessica Cooper Morgan and Jason Wang, soloists

SILENCE

Please enjoy a moment of silent prayer or meditation.
EVENING PRAYER Sarah Andrysiak, Deacon

INVITATION TO OFFERING

This year the entirety of our Christmas Offering is dedicated to the Political Asylum /
Immigration Representative Project (PAIR). PAIR is the leading provider of pro bono
immigration legal services to asylum-seekers and immigrants unjustly detained in
Massachusetts.

OFFERTORY
Salve Puerule (from Magnificat) Marc-Antoine Charpentier (1643-1704)
Jessica Cooper Morgan and Motomi Tanaka, soloists
FIFTH LESSON Rev. Nate Klug
“A Christmas Hymn” | Richard Wilbur
A stable-lamp is lighted This child through David's city
Whose glow shall wake the sky; Shall ride in triumph by;
The stars shall bend their voices, The palm shall strew its branches,
And every stone shall cry. And every stone shall cry.
And every stone shall cry, And every stone shall cry,
And straw like gold shall shine; Though heavy, dull, and dumb,
A barn shall harbor heaven, And lie within the roadway

A stall become a shrine. To pave his kingdom come.



Yet he shall be forsaken, But now, as at the ending,

And yielded up to die; The low is lifted high;

The sky shall groan and darken, The stars shall bend their voices,

And every stone shall cry. And every stone shall cry.

And every stone shall cry And every stone shall cry

For stony hearts of men: In praises of the child

God's blood upon the spearhead, By whose descent among us

God's love refused again. The worlds are reconciled.
REFLECTION Rev. Nate Klug

Hidden in Plain Sight

CAROL AND PASSING OF THE LIGHT
Please remain seated as ushers pass the light. Tip your unlit candle into the flame, and
pass the light along your row.

Silent Night
1 Silent night, holy night 2 Silent night, holy night
all is calm, all is bright shepherds quake, at the sight
round yon virgin mother and child. glories stream from heaven afar,
Holy infant so tender and mild, heavenly hosts sing alleluia.
sleep in heavenly peace, Christ the savior is born!
sleep in heavenly peace. Christ the savior is born!

3 Silent night, holy night,
Son of God, love’s pure light,
radiant beams from thy holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace;
Jesus, Lord at thy birth,
Jesus, Lord at thy birth.

CHRISTMAS BLESSING Rev. Nate Klug
Following this moment, as the sanctuary lights return, please extinguish your candle.



*CAROL
Hark the Herald Angels Sing

1 Hark! the herald angels sing, 2 Christ, by highest heaven adored,
"Glory to the newborn king: Christ, the everlasting Lord!
peace on earth, and mercy mild, Late in time behold him come,
God and sinners reconciled!" offspring of the virgin's womb.
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
join the triumph of the skies; hail the incarnate deity,
with angelic hosts proclaim, pleased with us in flesh to dwell,
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" Jesus, our Immanuel.

Hark! the herald angels sing, Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn King!" "Glory to the newborn King!"

3 Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the son of righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
born that we no more may die,
born to raise us from the earth,
born to give us second birth.
Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn King!"

POSTLUDE
Carillon de Westminster Louis Vierne (1870-1937)

Feel free to depart or remain seated during our postlude.

& e Please recycle this program.
a Bins are available in the narthex and the Stearns Room.

NEXT WEEK: MEDITATION SERVICE
Sunday, December 28 e 10:00am e Stearns Room & Livestream

Welcome the new year with our traditional Meditation Service led by Joan
Kimball and Ben Wells. We'll begin with a walking meditation through the
Sanctuary and a brief guided meditation, followed by a reading of the Native
Prayer to the Earth, mindful sharing, and metta practice.



ANTHEM TEXTS

INTROIT
Psallite Michael Praetorius (1571-1621)

Praises to Christ, the Son of God, Lord Redeemer,
Little child, lying in a manger.

Lo, in a manger bed there lies an infant small.

Angel hosts their homage pay before the Lord of all,
Low before him fall.

Glory to God on high the choirs of angels sing;
Peace on earth, goodwill to all their voices echoing,
Praise the newborn King.

ANTHEM
Ave Maria Franz Biebl (1906-2001)

The angel of God visited Mary,

and she conceived of the Holy Spirit

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee.
Blessed art thou among women, and

Blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.

Maria said: See the servant of the Lord.

May it happen to me according to your word.
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners,
now and in the hour of our death. Amen.

ANTHEM

A Spotless Rose Herbert Howells (1892-1983)
A spotless Rose is blowing The Rose which | am singing,
Sprung from a tender root, Whereof Isaiah said,
Of ancient seers' foreshowing, Is from its sweet root springing
Of Jesse promis'd fruit; In Mary, purest Maid;
Its fairest bud unfolds to light For through our God's great love and might
Amid the cold, cold winter The Blessed Babe she bare us

And in the dark midnight. In a cold, cold winter's night.



ANTHEM
What Sweeter Music John Rutter (b. 1945)

What sweeter music can we bring
Than a carol, for to sing

The birth of this our Heavenly King?
Awake the voice! Awake the string!

Dark and dull night, fly hence away,
And give the honor to this day

That sees December turned to May,
That sees December turned to May.

Why does the chilling winter's morn
Smile, like a field beset with corn?

Or smell like a meadow newly shorn
Thus, on the sudden? Come and see
The 'cause, why things thus fragrant be:
It is He is born, whose quickening birth
Gives life and luster, public mirth,

To heaven and the under-earth

We see him come, and know him ours,
Who, with his sunshine and his showers,
Turns all the patient ground to flowers,
Turns all the patient ground to flowers.

The darling of the world is come,
And fit it is, we find a room
To welcome him, to welcome him.

The nobler part of all the house here, is the heart,
Which we will give him; and bequeath

This holly, and this ivy wreath,

To do him honor; who's our King,

And Lord of all this reveling.

What sweeter music can we bring
Than a carol, for to sing

The birth of this our Heavenly King,
Of this our Heavenly King, our King.



ANTHEM
In the Bleak Midwinter Harold Darke (1888-1976)

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan,
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,
In the bleak midwinter, long ago.

Our God, Heav’'n cannot hold Him, nor earth sustain;
Heaven and earth shall flee away when He comes to reign.
In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed,

The Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ.

Enough for him, whom cherubim, worship night and day,
A breastful of milk, and a mangerful of hay;

Enough for him, whom angels, fall down before,

The ox and ass and camel, which adore.

Angels and archangels may have gathered there,
Cherubim and seraphim thronged the air,

But His mother only, in her maiden bliss,
Worshiped the beloved with a kiss.

What can | give Him, poor as | am?

If | were a shepherd, | would bring a lamb;

If | were a wise man, | would do my part,
Yet what | can | give him, give Him my heart.

OFFERTORY
Salve Puerule (from Magnificat) Marc-Antoine Charpentier (1643-1704)

Welcome, thou holy child, Welcome thou infant mild;
Mary all undefiled gave thee thy birth;

On thee our sins are laid, son of a virgin maid,

God in flesh arrayed come down to earth.

Sent down from God on high, in humble crib to lie;
Ox and ass standing by Jesus our Lord.

Daystar with brightest ray, bear thou our sins away;
Saviour to thee we pray, by all adored.

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ACTION STEP. You are invited to learn about and  mss@
support the legislation currently before the MA State Legislature that would 1
benefit Indigenous Peoples. Scan the QR code to learn more about these bills
and/or write your representative to express your support.



WE ARE GRATEFUL TO OUR
FIRST PARISH CHOIR FOR
LEADING TONIGHT’S MUSIC

Names in bold are participating in this service:

Chris Andrysiak, Adam Bailey,
Sarah Bishop, Stephen Brand,
Karen Carlson, Lindsay Clemens,
Jessica Cooper Morgan, Mary Crowe,
Jona Donaldson, Ruth Ann Hendrickson,
Wendy Horwitz, Bill Hoyt,
Caroline Jacobs, Deanna Johnson,
Steve Johnson, Robin Jones,

Josh Grindlay, Ginny Lemire,
Jackie Lenth, Bara Levin, Joan Mansfield,
Vicki Mielke, Nick Morgan, Peter Pease,
Edie Risser, Tom Risser, Lucy Sachs,
Motomi Tanaka, Patrick Zweidler-McKay,
Jason Wang, Kristie Whitehead,
Bernadette Yao

New choir members are welcome to join in January.
Contact Music Director, Miranda Loud at
miranda@fplincoln.org, for more information.
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REGULAR PROGRAMS

MEDITATION SANGHA
Tuesdays at 4pm e Stearns Room

CHILDREN & ADULT CHOIRS //\
Thursdays at 4:30 and 7pm e Stearns Room

QUIET WALKS Ve
/]i"

Fridays at 1:30pm e Lincoln Trails

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

HEARTH & HOPE
a new casual service

VESPERS
a new contemplative service

“WHAT IS A.l. DOING TO OUR SOULS?”
led by Dr. Russell Powell

GUEST SPEAKER | DR. CELENE IBRAHIM
Sunday Service & Forum on Ramadan

SIP, TALK, LEARN
First Parish spin on “The Moth”

FIRST PARISH TALENT SHOW



Values & Vision

NURTURING BUILDING PURSUING
SPIRITUALITY COMMUNITY JUSTICE
To be a spiritual home for To be an open and To be a source of hope
individuals from diverse inclusive community that and positive impact in
faith backgrounds where learns to trust and work our communities, our
each person can find help with each other as we region and beyond by
and inspiration to foster celebrate, grieve, grow, affirming the dignity of
personal growth on their support, and serve all peoples and caring
own journey while in together. for the living earth.
community with others.

Open & Welcoming

First Parish is an Open and Welcoming community church, affirming the dignity of
all people. We welcome all persons to full participation and belonging regardless
of race, ethnicity, religion, economic status, age, ability, sexual orientation,
gender identity or gender expression.

Having fulfilled the requirements to be recognized as an Open and Affirming
Congregation (UCC) and Welcoming Congregation (UUA), First Parish is
intentional about celebrating the presence and participation of lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, and queer persons in all aspects of congregational life, fully
and without qualification.

Contact OandW-TF@fplincoln.org for more information.

FIRST PARISH IN LINCOLN
(781) 259-8118 | www.fplincoln.org

Rev. Kit Novotny (she/her)  Rev. Nate Klug (he/him)
Co-Minister | kit@fplincoln.org Co-Minister | nate@fplincoln.org
Sarah Klockowski (she/her)  Lora Venesy (she/her)

Ministry Associate | sarah@fplincoln.org Director of Religious Exploration | lora@fplincoln.org

Miranda Loud (she/her)  Debby Adams (she/her)

Music Director & Organist | miranda@fplincoln.org Nursery Director

Silvia Dieckow (she/her)  Chris Lehmann (he/him)

Parish Administrator | silvia@fplincoln.org Audio/Visual Coordinator | chris@fplincoln.org



