The First Parish in Lincoln

An open and welcoming church

Consortium Service
August 31, 2025 at 10am




Welcome to First Parish

Nurturing Spirituality | Building Community | Pursuing Justice

We are an open and welcoming community church formed in 1942 by the union of the
Congregational (1746) and Unitarian (1842) churches in Lincoln. Whoever you are,
wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.

Land Acknowledgment. We gather today on the unceded homelands of the
Massachusett and Nipmuc peoples. Let us strive to honor all indigenous peoples by
joining their efforts to pursue justice and care for this land. An action step is included at
the back of this bulletin.

[El3=:[=] If you are visiting this morning, we are so glad you are here! We hope you'll
v join us for Coffee Hour after worship. Tell us about yourself or sign up for our

(=] mailing list by filling out a Virtual Connect Card.

Livestream. You can view past services on Children’s Program. Nursery care is
our YouTube page. If you don’t wish to have available starting at 9:30am in the
your image included in a recording, please Stearns Room (behind the sanctuary).

contact the church office or a minister.
One License #A-732063 | CCS # 15261

Assistive Listening Devices are available in
the narthex. Please ask an usher for
assistance.

[35:E Give Online! Scan the QR code to
EXEYS  contribute toward the Sunday
[=] Plate, a pledge, or a Special

Offering.

We thank the following people for their contributions to today’s service.

Deacon Ushers Altar Flowers
Larry Buell Kim Buell Kim and Larry Buell
Carole Kasper Given in honor of all those who
Hospitality Sarah Andrysiak work in gardens to feed us and
Jane O’Rourke Ben Wells bless us, especially new arrivals

Gina Halsted to our land



SUNDAY, AUGUST 31, 2025 CONSORTIUM SERVICE

Welcome! Please enjoy the prelude in a spirit of meditation.

PRELUDE
Gavotte Samuel Wesley (1766-1837)

RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME Sarah Klockowski

*OPENING WORDS
Rev. Megan Visser, UUA Worship Web

One: We enter this sanctuary for kindness and comfort.
Many: May rough-worn hands and aching backs be healed.
One: We enter this sanctuary of hope for equality.

Many: May those who labor to survive live to know justice.
One: We enter this sanctuary of love and vocation.

Many: May our bonds of solidarity be strengthened.

One: We enter this sanctuary of courage and friendship.
Many: May we proceed hand-in-hand toward freedom.

*OPENING HYMN | Gray 347
Gather the Spirit GATHER THE SPIRIT

*COVENANT | In Unison Larry Buell

In the love of truth and in the spirit of Jesus
We unite for the worship of God and the service of all.

FIRST READING Rev. Nate Klug
From The Serviceberry | Robin Wall Kimmerer

In a gift economy, wealth is understood as having enough to share, and the
practice for dealing with abundance is to give it away. In fact, status is
determined not by how much one accumulates, but by how much one gives
away. The currency in a gift economy is relationship, which is expressed as
gratitude, as interdependence and the ongoing cycles of reciprocity. A gift



economy nurtures the community bonds that enhance mutual well-being; the
economic unit is “we” rather than “I,” as all flourishing is mutual.

INTRODUCTION TO PRAYER

PRAYER HYMN | Gray 157
Step by Step, the Longest March SOLIDARITY

SILENT PRAYER & MEDITATION
COMMUNITY PRAYERS
PASTORAL PRAYER Larry Buell

UNISON PRAYER
From enfleshed | m jade kaiser

May the weary find a soft place to rest.

May the privileged and protected escalate acts of solidarity.
May the courageous grow in multitudes.

May the creatives invite us into the truths we need to feel.
May the fruit of righteous labors satisfy.

May the lonely find comfort in the night.

May the migrating be welcomed with hospitality.

May the complicit repent.

May the fearful keep showing up, keep wrestling, keep taking steps.
May the seeking be found by the Sacred they long for.

May the mourning not be rushed to heal.

May the caretakers have their cups refilled.

May the Holy One within each of us rise, rise, rise.

OFFERTORY
May We Be Free Jean Sibelius (1865-1957), text: Hannah Brown (b. 1980)

This morning’s offering will be given to Pink Haven, a coalition of trans organizers,
mutual-aid groups, and progressive faith organizations working together to create
networks of safety and direct support for trans beloveds and their families who need to
relocate, access healthcare across state lines, or stay as safe as possible where they are.



*DOXOLOGY | In Unison

Let those who live in every land declare that fear and war are done —
joined by the labor of their hands, in love and understanding, one.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER | In Unison

We give thanks for both these gifts and the givers, and we ask that we may use
these gifts wisely and well, both to nurture the life of this congregation and to
further the goals of justice and peace throughout the world.

SECOND READING
Proverbs 11:24-26

Some give freely yet grow all the richer;
others withhold what is due and only suffer want.
A generous person will be enriched,
and one who gives water will get water.
The people curse those who hold back grain,
but a blessing is on the head of those who provide it.

SERMON Sarah Klockowski
All Flourishing is Mutual

*CLOSING HYMN | Insert
We Cannot Own the Sunlit Sky ENDLESS SONG
*OUR CALL TO MINISTRY | In Unison Larry Buell

We go forth from the worship of God to be faithful to the vision of Jesus
To affirm each person’s dignity and to cherish the living earth.

*BENEDICTION Sarah Klockowski
POSTLUDE
Fuguein C Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707)

Feel free to depart or remain seated during our postlude. Please join us for Coffee Hour in our
Stearns Room directly following worship!
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THE FORUM | IMMIGRATION ACTION PANEL
TODAY, August 31 e 11:15am e Sanctuary & Livestream

Racial Justice Advocates

MEDITATION SANGHA

Tuesday, September 2 ¢ 4:00pm e Stearns Room
Joan Kimball & Ben Wells, sangha@fplincoln.org

CHOIR PRACTICE

Thursday, September 4 e 7:00am e Stearns Room
Miranda Loud, miranda@fplincoln.org

Visit our website or sign up for weekly emails for program details: www.fplincoln.org

ﬁ Please recycle this program.

Bins are available in the narthex and the Stearns Room.

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ACTION STEP. You are invited to learn @& =
about and support the legislation currently before the MA State 4]
Legislature that would benefit Indigenous Peoples. There are !
currently five bills being considered in the 2025-2026 session that reflect the
key concerns of local tribes: Remove Racist Mascots, Honor Indigenous
Peoples’ Day, Celebrate and Teach Native American Cultures & History,
Protect Native American Heritage, and Support the Education and Futures
of Native Youth. Scan the QR code to learn more about these bills and/or
write your representative to express your support.

PURSUING JUSTICE ACTION STEP. Save the LUCE hotline number @3 10
in your phone today! Think You SEE I.C.E. in your area? CALL: 617- o 3
370-5023. The hotline operates from 5am - 9pm every day of the

week across multiple languages: English, Spanish, Portuguese, French,
Haitian Creole, and more to be added! Volunteer for ICE watch + hotline.
Trained volunteers hold shifts from 5a-9a, 9a-1p, 1p-5p and 5p-9p across
multiple languages. Scan QR code to sign up.



WELCOME BACK SUNDAY | DON’T LET YOURSELF LOSE ME
Sunday, September 7 ¢ 10:00am ¢ Sanctuary & Livestream

Join us for Welcome Back Sunday, as we kick off a new church year!

“ (This year we are combining our Ingathering and Rally Sundays into

one big celebration.) Our intergenerational service will feature a
Blessing of the Backpacks and Water Communion. Kids, bring your
backpacks, and everyone, bring a small amount of water from
somewhere special to you. Our readings will feature a Joanna Macy
translation of Rilke and the Mary-Martha story from Luke’s Gospel.
Nate will preach on finding God’s voice amid distraction and chaos.

DIG DEEPER AT TWISTED TREE
Monday, September 8 e 12:00pm e Twisted Tree Lincoln Station

Join one of the ministers for a weekly drop-in lunch series responding
to the previous day's worship service, readings and sermon. How can
we dig more deeply into these spiritual teachings and calls to action,
as individuals and as a community?

. SACRED TEXTS
Tuesday, September 9 ¢ 12:00pm ¢ Zoom

Join Sarah K for another Sacred Texts series! This fall we’ll be exploring
' Jewish and Christian apocalyptic literature.

“FIRST PARISH IN ACTION” FAIR
Sunday, September 14 ¢ 11:00am e Parish House

Looking to plug in, get to know your First Parish community, and give
back? Join us at the First Parish in Action Fair, after church on
September 14 up in the Parish House Auditorium. Treats and coffee
will be served.

LIVE AT LINCOLN CENTER CONCERT | HANNEKE CASSEL WITH
JENNA MOYNIHAN AND KEITH MURPHY
Sunday, November 16 ¢ 4:00pm e Parish House

Get your tickets today! Join these electrifying musicians for a concert
of joyous and moving fiddle tunes both traditional and modern.
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Values & Vision

NURTURING BUILDING PURSUING
SPIRITUALITY COMMUNITY JUSTICE
To be a spiritual home for To be an open and To be a source of hope
individuals from diverse inclusive community that and positive impact in our
faith backgrounds where learns to trust and work communities, our region
each person can find help with each other as we and beyond by affirming
and inspiration to foster celebrate, grieve, grow, the dignity of all peoples
personal growth on their support, and serve and caring for the living
own journey while in together. earth.

community with others.

Open & Welcoming

First Parish is an Open and Welcoming community church, affirming the dignity of all
people. We welcome all persons to full participation and belonging regardless of race,
ethnicity, religion, economic status, age, ability, sexual orientation, gender identity or
gender expression.

Having fulfilled the requirements to be recognized as an Open and Affirming
Congregation (UCC), First Parish is intentional about celebrating the presence and
participation of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer persons in all aspects of
congregational life, fully and without qualification.

Contact OandW-TF@fplincoln.org for more information.

FIRST PARISH IN LINCOLN
(781) 259-8118 | www.fplincoln.org

Rev. Kit Novotny (she/her)  Rev. Nate Klug (he/him)
Co-Minister | kit@fplincoln.org Co-Minister | nate@fplincoln.org

Sarah Klockowski (she/her)  Lora Venesy (she/her)

Ministry Associate | sarah@fplincoln.org Director of Religious Exploration | lora@fplincoln.org
Miranda Loud (she/her)  Debby Adams (she/her)
Music Director & Organist | miranda@fplincoln.org Nursery Director

Silvia Dieckow (she/her)  Chris Lehmann (he/him)

Parish Administrator | silvia@fplincoln.org Audio/Visual Coordinator | chris@fplincoln.org



*CLOSING HYMN
We Cannot Own the Sunlit Sky

ENDLESS SONG
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1 We can-not own the  sun - lit sky, the moon, the wild - flowers
2 When bod -ies shiv er in the night and, wea - ry, wait for
3 God calls hu-man i - ty to join as  part-ners in cre S
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grow - ing, for we are part of all that is with -
morn - ing, when  chil - dren have no bread but tears, and
a - ting a fu - ture free from want or fear, life’s
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in life’s riv - er flow - ing. With o - pen hands re -
war - horns sound  their ~ warn - ing, God calls hu-man - i
good-ness cel - e - brat- ing. That new worldbeck - ons
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ceive and share the gifts of God’s cre - a - tion, that
ty to wake, to join in com - mon la - bor, that
from -a - far, in - vites our shared en - deav - or, that
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all may have a - bun-dant life in ev - ery earth - ly na - tion.
all may have a - bun-dant life in  one-ness with  their neigh-bor.
all may have a - bun-dant life = and peaceen-dure for - ev - er.






