The First Parish in Lincoln

An open and welcoming church

“Looking for the Living”

Easter Sunrise
April 20, 2025 at 6am



Welcome to First Parish

Nurturing Spirituality | Building Community | Pursuing Justice

We are an open and welcoming community church formed in 1942 by the union of the
Congregational (1746) and Unitarian (1842) churches in Lincoln. Whoever you are,
wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.

Land Acknowledgment. We gather today on the unceded homelands of the
Massachusett and Nipmuc peoples. Let us strive to honor all indigenous peoples by
joining their efforts to pursue justice and care for this land. An action step is included at
the back of this bulletin.

[Eic:m If you are visiting this morning, we are so glad you are here! We hope you’ll
w= join us for either our 9am or 11am service at 4 Bedford Road. Tell us about
[=] yourself or sign up for our mailing list by filling out a Virtual Connect Card.

Children’s Program. We welcome children and youth of all ages to our Religious
Exploration program. Check out our Spring Sunday programs calendar on our website:
fplincoln.org/re. Contact Lora with any questions at lora@fplincoln.org.

[E#:E Give Online! Scan the QR code to contribute toward the Sunday Plate,
: = apledge, or a Special Offering. The entirety of our Easter Special Offering will
= go to the Waltham Alliance for Teaching, Community Organizing, and
Housing (WATCH), which provides access to a broad range of support services
for recent immigrants and refugees. In these challenging times, WATCH has expanded
their scope to become a clearing house for support services including tenant’s rights and
housing, access to supplemental food programs, job search guidance and support, ESL
classes, etc.

Cover image. e. e. cummings (American, 1894-1962), Chocorua Landscape. Watercolor,
12 x 18 in.

We thank the following people for their contributions to today’s service.

Deacon Musicians
Sarah Andrysiak Quinn Eastburn
Arlea Forbes-Prater



SUNDAY, April 20, 2025 EASTER SUNRISE

Welcome! Please enjoy the prelude in a spirit of meditation.

PRELUDE
In the Garden Charles Austin Miles (1868-1946)
WELCOME Sarah Klockowski

OPENING WORDS

One: Alleluia! Hope is alive within us!
Praise the Spirit of New Life, even amidst grief,
Praise the Spirit of Possibility, even when all seems lost.
Many: Let us share every story of coming alive again
and testify to all that brings peace and justice.
One: Whether we shout in confidence, whisper in trust,
or simply rest in the faithful proclamation of our neighbors,
Many: We join in the ancient praise that echoes across generations:
Alleluia! The tomb is empty, and Hope is alive!
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Jesus Christ is Risen Today EASTER HYMN
INVOCATION Sarah Andrysiak
READING Adam Bailey

“i thank You God for most this amazing” | e.e. cummings

i thank You God for most this amazing

day:for the leaping greenly spirits of trees

and a blue true dream of sky;and for everything
which is natural which is infinite which is yes

(i who have died am alive again today,

and this is the sun’s birthday;this is the birth
day of life and of love and wings:and of the gay
great happening illimitably earth)



how should tasting touching hearing seeing
breathing any—lifted from the no

of all nothing—human merely being

doubt unimaginable You?

(now the ears of my ears awake and
now the eyes of my eyes are opened)

READING Sarah Klockowski
From Luke 24

But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, the women who had come with
him from Galilee went to the tomb, taking the spices that they had prepared.
They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in they
did not find the body. While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men
in dazzling clothes stood beside them. The women were terrified and bowed
their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the
living among the dead? He is not here but has risen....” ... Now it was Mary
Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them
who told this to the apostles. But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and
they did not believe them. But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and
looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at
what had happened.

MUSICAL INTERLUDE
Salt Spring John Reischman (b. 1955)

REFLECTION Sarah Klockowski
Looking for the Living
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Morning Has Broken BUNESSAN
BENEDICTION Sarah Klockowski
POSTLUDE

Big Sciota
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Jesus Christ is Risen Today
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Sing, ye heavens, and earth re - ply,
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Morning Has Broken BUNESSAN
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LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ACTION STEP. You are invited to learn about and [Ely[E]
support the Tribal Access to Clean Water Act of 2023, recognizing the critical %ﬁz
importance of access to reliable, clean drinking water for Native Americans and
affirming the responsibility of the Federal Government to ensure such water access.

PURSUING JUSTICE ACTION STEP. Stop Unlawful ICE Detainment of Student [ aE
Activists. The current administration is attempting to silence peaceful student =
protesters by stripping them of their legal residency and deporting them. This is

an attack on the First Amendment that sets a dangerous precedent. Tell your members
of Congress that the government must immediately release Mahmoud Khalil, Riimeysa
Oztiirk, Mohsen Mahdawi, return them to their families, and stop violating the
constitutional right to protest. Scan the QR code to use the 5calls website to learn more
and contact your representatives.



Values & Vision

NURTURING BUILDING PURSUING

SPIRITUALITY COMMUNITY JUSTICE
To be a spiritual home for To be an open and To be a source of hope
individuals from diverse inclusive community that and positive impact in our
faith backgrounds where learns to trust and work communities, our region
each person can find help with each other as we and beyond by affirming
and inspiration to foster celebrate, grieve, grow, the dignity of all peoples
personal growth on their support, and serve and caring for the living

own journey while in together. earth.

community with others.

Open & Welcoming

First Parish is an Open and Welcoming community church, affirming the dignity of all
people. We welcome all persons to full participation and belonging regardless of race,
ethnicity, religion, economic status, age, ability, sexual orientation, gender identity or
gender expression.

Having fulfilled the requirements to be recognized as an Open and Affirming
Congregation (UCC), First Parish is intentional about celebrating the presence and
participation of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer persons in all aspects of
congregational life, fully and without qualification.

Contact OandW-TF@fplincoln.org for more information.

FIRST PARISH IN LINCOLN
(781) 259-8118 | www.fplincoln.org

Rev. Kit Novotny (she/her)  Rev. Nate Klug (he/him)
Co-Minister | kit@fplincoln.org Co-Minister | nate@fplincoln.org

Sarah Klockowski (she/her)  Lora Venesy (she/her)

Ministry Associate | sarah@fplincoln.org Director of Religious Exploration | lora@fplincoln.org
Miranda Loud (she/her)  Debby Adams (she/her)
Music Director & Organist | miranda@fplincoln.org Nursery Director

Silvia Dieckow (she/her)  Chris Lehmann (he/him)

Parish Administrator | silvia@fplincoln.org Audio/Visual Coordinator | chris@fplincoln.org



