
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Good Friday 
April 18, 2025 at 7pm 

The First Parish in Lincoln 
 A n  o p e n  a n d  w e l c o m i n g  c h u r c h 
 

“Here is a story to break your heart. 
Are you willing?” 



Welcome to First Parish 
Nurturing Spirituality | Building Community | Pursuing Justice 

We are an open and welcoming community church formed in 1942 by the union of the 
Congregational (1746) and Unitarian (1842) churches in Lincoln. Whoever you are, 

wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 
Land Acknowledgment. We gather today on the unceded homelands of the 
Massachusett and Nipmuc peoples. Let us strive to honor all indigenous peoples by 
joining their efforts to pursue justice and care for this land. An action step is included at 
the back of this bulletin. 

If you are visiting this evening, we are so glad you are here! Tell us about 
yourself or sign up for our mailing list by filling out a Virtual Connect Card. 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Give Online! Scan the QR code to contribute toward the Sunday Plate,  
a pledge, or a Special Offering.  

Cover image: Mama, Kelly Latimore.  

  

Livestream. You can view past services on 
our YouTube page. If you don’t wish to have 
your image included in a recording, please 
contact the church office or a minister. 

One License #A-732063 | CCS # 15261 

Ushers 
Sarah Andrysiak 
Mary Jo Veling 

We thank the following people for their contributions to tonight’s service. 

 

Assistive Listening Devices are available in 
the narthex. Please ask an usher for 
assistance. 
 

Children’s Program. We welcome 
children and youth of all ages to our 
Religious Exploration program. Check 
out our Spring Sunday programs 
calendar on our website: 
fplincoln.org/re. Contact Lora with any 
questions at lora@fplincoln.org. 



 

FRIDAY, April 18, 2025 GOOD FRIDAY 

Please enjoy the prelude in a spirit of meditation. 

PRELUDE 
O Mensch bewein J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 

WELCOME Sarah Klockowski 

*OPENING WORDS 
adapted from Rev. Andrew Pakula and Psalm 22 

One: The Good Fridays of our lives come unbidden and unexpected 
Many: bringing the winter of despair and the death of dreams and hope.  
One:  Only love has the power to mend what has been broken –  
Many:  a love that brings healing to our wounds, 
One:  a love that offers hope when we have none. 
Many:  O Love, hear us when we cry, 

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  

*OPENING HYMN | Gray 18 
What Wondrous Love  WONDROUS LOVE 

INVOCATION Sarah Klockowski 

MUSICAL MEDITATION 

Deep River Henry T.  Burleigh (1866-1949) 
Ann Moss, soprano 

FIRST READING Janet Boynton 
Jesus Prays in Gethsemane | Mark 14  

POEM  Barbara O’Neil 
“Lead” | Mary Oliver 

The first candle is extinguished.  

 

 



 

PRAYER HYMN 
Be Still and Know Ana Hernández (b. 1957) 

After several repetitions, the choir will add melodies while the congregation continues to 
sing the top notes of the following: 

 

SECOND READING Leslie Ganson 
The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus | John 18 

POEM  David Elliott 
“Who But the Lord?” | Langston Hughes 

The second candle is extinguished. 

 

MUSICAL MEDITATION 

That I did always love Jake Heggie (b. 1961) 
Ann Moss, soprano 

THIRD READING Natalie Elmes 
The Trial of Jesus Before Pilate | John 18 



 

POEM Nancy Henderson 
“won’t you celebrate with me” | Lucille Clifton 

The third candle is extinguished. 

 

MUSICAL MEDITATION 

Liebster Jesu J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 

FOURTH READING  Alida Zweidler-McKay 
Jesus is Condemned to Death | Mark 15 

POEM  Patrick Zweidler-McKay 
“Place" | W.S. Merwin 

The fourth candle is extinguished. 

 

MUSICAL MEDITATION 

Crossing the Bar text: Alfred Lord Tennyson (1809-1892) 
arr. Peter Amidon 

Sunset and evening star, 
And one clear call for me! 
And may there be no moaning of the bar 
When I put out to sea; 

But such a tide as moving seems asleep, 
Too full for sound and foam, 
When that which drew from out the boundless deep 
Turns again home. 

Twilight and evening bell, 
And after that the dark! 
And may there be no sadness of farewell 
When I embark; 

For, though from out our bourne of time and place 
The flood may bear me far, 
I hope to see my Pilot face to face 
When I have crossed the bar.



 

FIFTH READING  David Mingolla 
Jesus Calls Forth Beloved Community | John 19  

POEM  Sarah Andrysiak 
“Cento Between the Beginning and the End” | Cameron Awkward-Rich 

The fifth candle is extinguished. 

 

MUSICAL MEDITATION 
Let Evening Come text: Jane Kenyon (1947-1995) 

music: Graham Sobelman 
Ann Moss, soprano 

SIXTH READING  Christine Size 
Jesus Dies | Matthew 27  

POEM  Rev. Kit Novotny 
“little prayer” | Danez Smith 

The sixth candle is extinguished. 

 

MUSICAL MEDITATION 

O Virtus Sapientiae Hildegard of Bingen (1098-1179) 
Ann Moss, soprano 

O strength of Wisdom 
who, circling, circled, 
enclosing all 
in one lifegiving path, 
three wings you have: 
one soars to the heights, 
one distils its essence upon the earth, 
and the third is everywhere. 
Praise to you, as is fitting, 
O Wisdom. 



 

BLESSING Sarah Klockowski 

CLOSING HYMN | Red 179 WERE YOU THERE 
Were You There (v. 1-2) 

SEVENTH READING Carole Kasper 
Jesus is Laid in the Tomb | John 19  

POEM  Adam Bailey 
“If I Must Die” | Refaat Alareer 

The seventh candle is extinguished. 

 

CLOSING HYMN | Red 179              
Were You There (v. 3) 

You are invited to remain in meditation. When you depart, please do so in silence. 

Please recycle this program. 
Bins are available in the narthex and the Stearns Room. 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ACTION STEP. You are invited to learn about and 
support the Tribal Access to Clean Water Act of 2023, recognizing the critical 
importance of access to reliable, clean drinking water for Native Americans and 
affirming the responsibility of the Federal Government to ensure such water access. 



 

 


