
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Theme | Turning Points 
March 23, 2025 at 10am 

The First Parish in Lincoln 
 A n  o p e n  a n d  w e l c o m i n g  c h u r c h 
 

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 
“Freed from Competition” 



Welcome to First Parish 
Nurturing Spirituality | Building Community | Pursuing Justice 

We are an open and welcoming community church formed in 1942 by the union of the 
Congregational (1746) and Unitarian (1842) churches in Lincoln. Whoever you are, 

wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 
Land Acknowledgment. We gather today on the unceded homelands of the 
Massachusett and Nipmuc peoples. Let us strive to honor all indigenous peoples by 
joining their efforts to pursue justice and care for this land. An action step is included at 
the back of this bulletin. 

If you are visiting this morning, we are so glad you are here! We hope you’ll 
join us for Coffee Hour after worship. Tell us about yourself or sign up for our 
mailing list by filling out a Virtual Connect Card. 

 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Give Online! Scan the QR code to 
contribute toward the Sunday 
Plate, a pledge, or a Special 
Offering.  

 
 

Livestream. You can view past services on 
our YouTube page. If you don’t wish to have 
your image included in a recording, please 
contact the church office or a minister. 
One License #A-732063 | CCS # 15261 

Ushers 
Lynn Parrish Elmes 

Rachel Mason 
David Elmes 
Dave Elliott 

Assistive Listening Devices are available in 
the narthex. Please ask an usher for 
assistance. 
 

Children’s Program. Nursery is available 
on the lower level of the Parish House 
starting at 9:30am for babies and toddlers 
aged 0-5. Children in grades K-7 will meet 
in the Parish House this morning at 10am 
for age-based programs. Little OWL will be 
discussing Pregnancy & Birth, grades 2-5 
will be exploring Kindness, and our 
Interfaith Breakfast Club (6th & 7thgraders) 
will hear about Catholicism. We are so 
grateful for our RE volunteers today: Alida 
Zeidler-McKay and Kjerstin Salvesen in the 
Nursery, Kit Novotny in Little OWL, and 
Caroline Smart in IBC! 

 
We thank the following people for their contributions to today’s service. 

 Lay Leader 
Christine Size 

Hospitality 
Gina Halsted 
Tom Mielke 

Altar Flowers 
Judy Casarella 

Given in anticipation of 
spring 



*All are invited to rise in body or spirit. 

SUNDAY, March 23, 2025 TURNING POINTS 

Welcome! Please enjoy the prelude in a spirit of meditation. 

PRELUDE 
Selections from Mass for the Parishes  François Couperin (1668-1733) 

RINGING OF THE BELL  

WELCOME Rev. Nate Klug 

*OPENING WORDS 
From Matthew and Luke 

One:  Blessed are you poor. The realm of God is yours. 
All:  Blessed are you who hunger today. You shall be satisfied. 
One:  Blessed are you who weep today. You shall laugh. 
All:  Blessed are the humble. They will inherit the earth. 
One:  Blessed are the merciful. They will find mercy. 
All:  Blessed are the peacemakers. They will be ranked as children of God. 
 

*OPENING HYMN  page 5 
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling  HYFRYDOL 

*COVENANT | In Unison Christine Size 

In the love of truth and in the spirit of Jesus 
We unite for the worship of God and the service of all. 

OPENING DOORS CAMPAIGN UPDATE Rev. Rosemary Lloyd, co-chair 

SUNG RESPONSE  
Sing for Justice  AR HYD Y NOS 

Verse 1:  All who want peace, sing for justice, join in the call! 
 Justice is love's public story open to all.  

 Harmony is born of difference, notes and chords of lived experience. 
 All who want peace, sing for justice, join in the call!



 

Verse 2:  If you want peace, sing for justice, gather in song! 
 Here we join with friends and strangers, all may belong.  
 You who bring hope, fear, or sorrow, help us sing a new tomorrow. 
 If you want peace, sing for justice, gather in song! 

FIRST READING   
Philippians 2:1-8 Sarah Klockowski 

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any 
sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be 
of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do 
nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better 
than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the 
interests of others.  

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but 
emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And 
being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the 
point of death— even death on a cross. 

INTRODUCTION TO PRAYER Christine Size 

PRAYER HYMN | Gray 18 
What Wondrous Love  WONDROUS LOVE 
 
SILENT PRAYER & MEDITATION 

COMMUNITY PRAYERS  The Ministers 

PASTORAL PRAYER  Christine Size 

UNISON PRAYER 
 “On Turning” | Jack Riemer, adapted 

Now is the time for turning. For leaves, birds, and animals, turning comes 
instinctively. But for us turning does not come so easily. It takes an act of will for 
us to make a turn. It means breaking with old habits. It means admitting that we 



 

have been wrong. It means saying I’m sorry. Spirit of love, help us to turn—from 
callousness to sensitivity, from pettiness to purpose, from envy to contentment, 
from fear to faith. Turn us around, O God. Revive our lives, as at the beginning. 
Amen. 

INTRODUCTION TO OFFERING  

OFFERTORY 
Gymnopédie I Erik Satie (1866-1925) 
 Deanna Johnson, flute 

*DOXOLOGY | In Unison 

From all that dwell below the skies Let the Creator’s praise arise 
Let the Redeemers’ names be sung Through every land by every tongue. Amen. 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER | In Unison 

We give thanks for both these gifts and the givers, and we ask that we may use 
these gifts wisely and well, both to nurture the life of this congregation and to 
further the goals of justice and peace throughout the world. 

CHORAL ANTHEM 
Flocks in Pastures Green Abiding (from Cantata 208) J.S. Bach 

SECOND READING 
From Housekeeping | Marilynne Robinson 

There is no justice in love, no proportion in it, and there need not be, because in 
any specific instance it is only a glimpse or parable of an embracing, 
incomprehensible reality. It makes no sense at all because it is the eternal 
breaking in on the temporal. 

From Writing the Truth | Bertold Brecht 

Those who are against Fascism without being against capitalism, who lament 
over the barbarism that comes out of barbarism, are like people who wish to eat 
their veal without slaughtering the calf. They are willing to eat the calf, but they 



 

dislike the sight of blood. They are easily satisfied if the butcher washes his 
hands before weighing the meat. 

SERMON Rev. Nate Klug 
Freed from Competition 

*CLOSING HYMN | Gray 161 
Peace! The Perfect Word CHARLESTON 

*OUR CALL TO MINISTRY | In Unison Christine Size 

We go forth from the worship of God to be faithful to the vision of Jesus 
To affirm each person’s dignity and to cherish the living earth. 

*BENEDICTION Rev. Nate Klug 

CHORAL BENEDICTION 
Nada Te Turbe  Taizé with words: St. Teresa of Avila (1515-1582) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

POSTLUDE 
Siciliana J.S. Bach 

Deanna Johnson, flute 

During the season of Lent, our postludes will be quiet and meditative. If you’d like to join 
the ministers for additional prayers of healing and support, make your way to one of the 
front pew boxes.   

TIME FOR PRAYER AND SUPPORT Sarah Klockowski 

Feel free to depart or remain seated during our postlude. Please join us for Coffee Hour directly 
following worship in the Stearns Room! 

Please recycle this program. 
Bins are available in the narthex and the Stearns Room. 
  



 

*OPENING HYMN  page 5 
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling  HYFRYDOL 

 

 

PURSUING JUSTICE ACTION STEP. All of us need accurate and consistent identity 
documents that reflect who we are. Banning accurate IDs and forcing trans people to 
out themselves whenever they show an ID will only push trans people out of public life 
and expose us to discrimination and violence. Scan the QR code to send comments to the State 
Department: Transgender Americans deserve passports that match who we are!  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ACTION STEP. You are invited to learn 
about and support the Tribal Access to Clean Water Act of 2023, 
recognizing the critical importance of access to reliable, clean 
drinking water for Native Americans and affirming the responsibility of the 
Federal Government to ensure such water access. 

  

THE FORUM | YOUTH REPORT FROM CITYREACH TRIP 
TODAY, March 23 • 11:30am • Stearns Room & Livestream 

PARENTS POTLUCK WITH YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH PANEL 
Monday, March 24 • 7:30pm • Stearns Room  

MEDITATION SANGHA 
Tuesday, March 25 • 4:00pm • Stearns Room  
Joan Kimball & Ben Wells, selenejck@gmail.com 

WOMEN MYSTICS 
Tuesday, March 25 • 7:30pm • Zoom  
Rev. Kit Novotny and Sarah Klockowski, sarah@fplincoln.org 

JOURNEY TO BELONGING 
Wednesday, March 26 • 5:00pm • Parish House  
Rev. Kit Novotny and Rev. Nate Klug, kit@fplincoln.org 

CHOIR REHEARSAL 
Thursday, March 27 • 7:00pm • Stearns Room  
Miranda Loud, miranda@fplincoln.org 

QUIET WALKS 
Friday, March 28 • 1:30pm • Local Trails (Location in News Brief)  
Andy Falender & Jackie Lenth 

POETS OF LENT 
Friday, March 28 • 3:30pm • Zoom  
Rev. Nate Klug, nate@fplincoln.org 

Visit our website or sign up for weekly emails for program details: www.fplincoln.org 
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JOURNEY TO BELONGING 
An offering for newcomers who want to deepen their connection at 
First Parish. Over a shared meal provided by FPL, we’ll have the chance 
to: Reflect on own spiritual journeys, Explore the history of First Parish, 
and the “big spiritual tent” of our UUA & UCC traditions, Learn about 
the meaning and benefits of membership. 
We plan to hold two Journey to Belonging sessions this spring—one on 
a Wednesday night (with childcare) for younger families and single 
people (March 26th from 5-7 pm), and one after church on a Sunday 
(March 30 at 11:30 am). If you’re interested in learning more, write to 
Kit (kit@fplincoln.org) and Nate (nate@fplincoln.org). 

OPENING DOORS CAMPAIGN MEET & GREET 
Sunday, March 30 • 3:00pm • Stearns Room 
Join us for a meet and greet with Maryann Thompson (lead architect 
for FPL’s Opening Doors Campaign and FPL’s Stearns Room) and Chris 
Donohue (landscape architect for FPL’s Opening Doors Campaign). 15-
minute presentation followed by mingling and Q&A. Light 
refreshments. 

MAY MARKET 
Saturday, April 12 • 9:00am – 12:00pm • Parish House 
All hands on deck needed to help with our famous rummage sale 
where you will always find what you didn’t know you needed. We will 
need quality donations of the following so start your spring cleaning 
now: jewelry, antiques, small scale furniture, housewares, art of all 
kids. No books or clothing. Please ask yourself before donating, “Will 
someone pay at least $5 for this?” as we need more quality than 
quantity. Most items left will be donated to Household Goods in Acton.  

We will also need helpers to organize and set up during the week of 
April 6-12. For more information contact Tucker Smith. 

PARENT HUDDLE ON THE PLAYGROUND 
Sunday, March 30 • 11:30am • Playground 
Join us to chat about the results of the Parent RE survey. You could win 
3 hours of free babysitting! Survey is open through March 24th. 

SCAN FOR RE  
PARENT SURVEY 



 

 
 


