The First Parish in Lincoln
An open and welcoming church

Worship Theme | Living the Questions
February 16, 2025 at 10am



Welcome to First Parish

Nurturing Spirituality | Building Community | Pursuing Justice

We are an open and welcoming community church formed in 1942 by the union of the
Congregational (1746) and Unitarian (1842) churches in Lincoln. Whoever you are,
wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.

Land Acknowledgment. We gather today on the unceded homelands of the
Massachusett and Nipmuc peoples. Let us strive to honor all indigenous peoples by
joining their efforts to pursue justice and care for this land. An action step is included at
the back of this bulletin.

[El3c:E If you are visiting this morning, we are so glad you are here! We hope you’ll

~l

s join us for Coffee Hour after worship. Tell us about yourself or sign up for our
[=] mailing list by filling out a Virtual Connect Card.

Livestream. You can view past services on Children’s Program. There is no

our YouTube page. If you don’t wish to have Nursery or RE this week, but activity
your image included in a recording, please packets and books are available in the
contact the church office or a minister. Stearns Room for children.

One License #A-732063 | CCS # 15261

Assistive Listening Devices are available in
the narthex. Please ask an usher for
assistance.

[E3c:[E Give Online! Scan the QR code to contribute toward the Sunday Plate, a

s pledge, or a Special Offering.
= Cover Art. Under the Wave off Kanagawa, Katsushika Hokusai, c. 1830-2.
Public Domain.

We thank the following people for their contributions to today’s service.

Deacon Ushers Guest Organist
Rosaline Salifu Judy Casarella Tom Mielke
- Mary Jo Veling
Hospitality David Elliott

Mimsy Beckwith

R.L. Smith Liz Elliott



SUNDAY, February 16, 2025 LIVING THE QUESTIONS

Welcome! Please enjoy the prelude in a spirit of meditation.

PRELUDE
Prelude in C Major J.S. Bach (1685-1750)

RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME Sarah Klockowski

*OPENING WORDS
From enfleshed, adapted

One: Inthe midst of all that tosses us to and fro,
In the heart of what makes us most afraid,
Love gathers us together.
Many: Grounding us in our collective power, nurturing our faith,
drawing upon wells of wisdom, ancient and new,
our spirits are renewed in the presence of Love.
One: We take heart. We share the load together.
We trust that fear will not overpower us.
Many: Courage is our inheritance; a legacy of the faithful.
Thanks be to the Holy One, the Spirit of Liberation who upholds us.

*OPENING HYMN | Gray 115
God of Grace and God of Glory (verses 1-3) CWM RHONDDA

COVENANT | In Unison Rosaline Salifu

In the love of truth and in the spirit of Jesus
We unite for the worship of God and the service of all.

TIME FOR OUTREACH Liz and Dave Elliott



SUNG RESPONSE | Gray 115
God of Grace and God of Glory (verse 4)

FIRST READING
“Beyond Sight” | Rosemerry Wahtola Trommer

All around me, the world
was normal—people eating dinner
or walking down the street—
but my world?

Some massive, invisible hand
kept capturing me, then
tossing me into the air.

And I'd somersault

and fall and be caught,

then placed upright again

on the ground. All night

it went on like this.

I’d be walking and then

I’d be flying and then

I’d be falling and then

I’d be caught, until finally,

by morning, we couldn’t say
that it wasn’t disconcerting,

INTRODUCTION TO PRAYER

PRAYER HYMN | Gray 299
Make Channels for the Streams of Love

SILENT PRAYER & MEDITATION
COMMUNITY PRAYERS

PASTORAL PRAYER

CWM RHONDDA

Sarah Klockowski

but we could say |

had become more fluent

in this strange upheaval.

We could say |

had begun to trust

the same hand that tossed me
would catch me.

We could say that when

| woke up, | was still myself
and nothing felt the same.
And though my feet

never left the ground today,

| was tossed.

And then | was caught.

Even now, | almost feel them
around my chest,

those great fingers

as they set me on my feet again.

Rosaline Salifu

LAND OF REST

Rosaline Salifu



UNISON PRAYER
From UUA WorshipWeb, adapted | Rev. Joan Javier-Duval

Holy Mystery, in these quiet moments we listen.

We listen for the still breathing,

still whispering faintest sign of the Universal Good.

We listen between the cacophony of distractions

pulling us towards untruth and falsehood.

We listen amidst the cries of desperation

of “when will they stop killing my people”

of “how much more will the waters rise”

of “how much longer can | hang on?”

We listen, and we wait through the tumult of these days.

Help us, Abiding Mystery, to hang on,

to hold on when all is in question, when all is in doubt.

Help us to stay firm to our own commitments and our own promises.
Lead us back into connection,

back into the bonds of humanity that help us to know each other as beloved.
May we beckon Love and Justice and Mercy with our own whispers,
with our shouts, with our cries,

until all know themselves part of the Circle of Love. Amen.

INTRODUCTION TO OFFERING

OFFERTORY
Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing Paul Manz (1919-2009)
*DOXOLOGY | In Unison

From all that dwell below the skies Let the Creator’s praise arise

Let the Redeemers’ names be sung Through every land by every tongue. Amen.
*OFFERTORY PRAYER | In Unison

We give thanks for both these gifts and the givers, and we ask that we may use
these gifts wisely and well, both to nurture the life of this congregation and to
further the goals of justice and peace throughout the world.



MUSICAL MEDITATION
O Virtus Sapientiae Hildegard of Bingen (1098-1179)
Ann Moss, soprano
O strength of Wisdom
who circling, circled,
enclosing all in one lifegiving path.
Three winds have you:
one soars to the heights
one distills its essence upon the earth,
and the third is everywhere.
Praise to you, as it is fitting,
O Wisdom.

SECOND READING
Matthew 14:22-33

Immediately he made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other
side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he
went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there
alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land,
for the wind was against them. And early in the morning he came walking
toward them on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea,
they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But
immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”

Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the
water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the
water, and came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he became
frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus
immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little
faith, why did you doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And
those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

SERMON Sarah Klockowski
What is Faith and How Can We Keep It?



*CLOSING HYMN | Gray 108
My Life Flows On in Endless Song SINGING

*OUR CALL TO MINISTRY | In Unison Rosaline Salifu

We go forth from the worship of God to be faithful to the vision of Jesus
To affirm each person’s dignity and to cherish the living earth.

*BENEDICTION Sarah Klockowski
ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSTLUDE

A Mighty Fortress is Our God John Leavitt (b. 1956)

Feel free to depart or remain seated during our postlude. Please join us for Coffee Hour directly
following worship in the Stearns Room!

. Please recycle this program.
'ﬁ Bins are available in the narthex and the Stearns Room.

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ACTION STEP. You are invited to learn about and O]
support the Tribal Access to Clean Water Act of 2023, recognizing the critical f';'_,;r .
importance of access to reliable, clean drinking water for Native Americans E&
and affirming the responsibility of the Federal Government to ensure such

water access.
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SERMON TALK BACK

Tuesday, February 18 ¢ 12:00pm e Stearns Room & Zoom
Sarah Klockowski, sarah@fplincoln.org

MEDITATION SANGHA

Tuesday, February 18 e 4:00pm e Stearns Room
Joan Kimball & Ben Wells, selenejck@gmail.com

CHOIR REHEARSAL

Thursday, February 20 e 7:00pm e Stearns Room
Miranda Loud, miranda@fplincoln.org

QUIET WALKS

Friday, February 21 ¢ 1:30pm e Local Trails (Location in News Brief)
Andy Falender & Jackie Lenth

Visit our website or sign up for weekly emails for program details: www.fplincoln.org



THE FORUM | VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY WITH PARTAKERS
Sunday, February 23 ¢ 11:30am e Stearns Room & Livestream

Join us for an upcoming forum where Partakers’ representatives will
share information about their College Behind Bars Mentorship
Program: the process for signing up, how much time is required, and
the rewards of your service. Two coordinators will speak, and two
graduates of the BC College Behind Bars will speak and answer
questions.

WOMEN MYSTICS
Tuesday, February 25 ¢ 7:30pm ¢ Zoom

This winter season, join Kit and Sarah in finding warmth and comfort
through the writings of women mystics. This mini-series will draw from
the lives and works of women in the Medieval Christian tradition, such
as Hildegard of Bingen, Hadewijch of Antwerp, and Julian of Norwich.
No prior knowledge required! All genders are welcome.

ATHEISTS & OTHER SEEKERS
Thursday, February 27 e 3:00pm e Stearns Room

Join us for the next meeting of a discussion group for those who
identify as atheist, humanist, agnostic, atheist-curious, etc. This time,
we’ll be focused on the work and ideas of Harvard’s Humanist Chaplain
Greg Epstein, who is speaking at our church on March 2. We'll be
discussing short passages from two of Greg’s books: Good Without God
and his new book Tech Agnostic.

FPL TALENT SHOW
Saturday, March 1 e 7:00pm e Parish House Auditorium
Come lend your talents to our First Parish Talent Show! Anyone ages 8

and up, please sign up with miranda@fplincoln.org. Miranda is happy
to accompany anyone on anything they’d like to perform.
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Values & Vision

NURTURING BUILDING PURSUING
SPIRITUALITY COMMUNITY JUSTICE
To be a spiritual home for To be an open and To be a source of hope
individuals from diverse inclusive community that and positive impact in our
faith backgrounds where learns to trust and work communities, our region
each person can find help with each other as we and beyond by affirming
and inspiration to foster celebrate, grieve, grow, the dignity of all peoples
personal growth on their support, and serve and caring for the living
own journey while in together. earth.

community with others.

Open & Welcoming

First Parish is an Open and Welcoming community church, affirming the dignity of all
people. We welcome all persons to full participation and belonging regardless of race,
ethnicity, religion, economic status, age, ability, sexual orientation, gender identity or
gender expression.

Having fulfilled the requirements to be recognized as an Open and Affirming
Congregation (UCC), First Parish is intentional about celebrating the presence and
participation of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer persons in all aspects of
congregational life, fully and without qualification.

Contact OandW-TF@fplincoln.org for more information.

FIRST PARISH IN LINCOLN
(781) 259-8118 | www.fplincoln.org

Rev. Kit Novotny (she/her)  Rev. Nate Klug (he/him)
Co-Minister | kit@fplincoln.org Co-Minister | nate@fplincoln.org

Sarah Klockowski (she/her)  Lora Venesy (she/her)

Ministry Associate | sarah@fplincoln.org Director of Religious Exploration | lora@fplincoln.org
Miranda Loud (she/her)  Debby Adams (she/her)
Music Director & Organist | miranda@fplincoln.org Nursery Director

Silvia Dieckow (she/her)  Chris Lehmann (he/him)
Parish Administrator | silvia@fplincoln.org Audio/Visual Coordinator | chris@fplincoln.org



