
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Family Service | Lessons & Carols 
December 24, 2024 at 4pm 

The First Parish in Lincoln 
 
A n  o p e n  a n d  w e l c o m i n g  c h u r c h 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
“All You Shining Stars” 



Welcome to First Parish 
Nurturing Spirituality | Building Community | Pursuing Justice 

We are an open and welcoming community church formed in 1942 by the union of the 
Congregational (1746) and Unitarian (1842) churches in Lincoln. Whoever you are, 

wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 
Land Acknowledgment. We gather today on the unceded homelands of the 
Massachusett and Nipmuc peoples. Let us strive to honor all indigenous peoples by 
joining their efforts to pursue justice and care for this land. An action step is included at 
the back of this bulletin. 

If you are visiting this afternoon, we are so glad you are here! We hope you’ll 
join us for future services and programs. Tell us about yourself or sign up for 
our mailing list by filling out a Virtual Connect Card. 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Give Online! Scan the QR code to contribute toward the Sunday Plate,  
a pledge, or the Special Christmas Offering.  

 

  

Livestream. You can view past services on 
our YouTube page. If you don’t wish to have 
your image included in a recording, please 
contact the church office or a minister. 

One License #A-732063 | CCS # 15261 

Ushers 
Chris Andrysiak 
Sarah Andrysiak 

Dana Robbat 
Joe Robbat 

 

Assisted Listening Devices are available in 
the narthex. Please ask an usher for 
assistance. 
 

Children’s Program. Winter Religious 
Exploration begins on January 5th. 
Children are invited to explore 
spirituality, build community, and grow 
in empathy. Check out the full schedule 
on our website, fplincoln.org, or find 
Lora Venesy after the service today. 

We thank the following people for their contributions to today’s service. 

 Guest Musicians 
Ryan Loud, percussion 
Adam Hendey, guitar 

 



*All are invited to rise in body or spirit. 

CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY SERVICE Lessons & Carols 

 
PRELUDE 
Improvisations on Christmas Carols  

*CAROL SING 
Hark! the Herald Angels Sing 

1 Hark! the herald angels sing  
“Glory to the newborn king;  
peace on earth and mercy mild,  
God and sinners reconciled!”  
Joyful all ye nations rise, 
join the triumph of the skies;  
with angelic host proclaim,  
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”  
Hark! the herald angels sing,  
“Glory to the newborn king!”  

2 Christ, by highest heaven adored;  
Christ the everlasting Lord!  
Late in time behold him come,  
offspring of the Virgin’s womb.  
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see  
hail the incarnate deity, 
pleased as man with men to dwell,  
Jesus, our Emmanuel.  
Hark! the herald angels sing,  
“Glory to the newborn king!”

What Child Is This 

1 What Child is this,  
who, laid to rest, 
On Mary's lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet  
with anthems sweet, 
while shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ, the King, 
whom shepherds guard  
and angels sing: 
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 
the Babe, the Son of Mary! 

2 So bring him incense,  
gold, and myrrh, 
come, rich and poor to own Him. 
The King of kings  
salvation brings; 
Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 
This, this is Christ, the King, 
whom shepherds guard  
and angels sing: 
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 
the Babe, the Son of Mary! 

 



 

It Came Upon a Midnight Clear

1 It came upon the midnight clear,  
that glorious song of old,  
from angels bending near the earth  
to touch their harps of gold:  
"Peace on the earth,  

good will to men,  
from heaven's all-gracious King."  
The world in solemn stillness lay,  
to hear the angels sing.

 
Go Tell It on the Mountain

R Go tell it on the mountain, 
over the hills, and ev'rywhere; 
go, tell it on the mountain 
that Jesus Christ is born. 

2 The shepherds feared and trembled 
when lo, above the earth 
rang out the angel chorus 
that hailed our Savior’s birth. [R]  

1 While shepherds kept their watching  
o’er silent flocks by night,  
behold, throughout the heavens 
there shone a holy light. [Refrain] 

 3 Down in a lowly manger 
the humble Christ was born, 
and God sent us salvation 
that blessed Christmas morn. [R]

WELCOME Rev. Nate Klug 

*OPENING WORDS  
Based on Psalm 148 

One:  Praise God from heaven, 
praise God from the mountaintops. 

Many:  Praise God, all you angels! 
One:  Praise God, squirmy children,  

and praise God, frazzled parents. 
Many: Praise God, gray-headed ones, 

and praise God, newborn infants. 
One:  Praise God, you sea dragons, you fathomless ocean deeps, 

fire and hail, snow and ice... 
Many:  Mountains, and hills, fruitful trees, 

sheep and creeping things, and flying fowl! 
One:  Praise God, sun and moon... 
Many:  Praise God, all you shining stars. 



 

*SHARING THE PEACE 
All are invited to greet those around them with a sign of peace, such as a bow, wave, 
peace sign, handshake, or embrace.  

*CAROL  
O Come, All Ye Faithful

1 O come all ye faithful, 
joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem,  
come and behold him, 
born the king of angels; 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
Christ, the Lord!  

2 Sing, choirs of angels 
sing in exultation 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!  
Glory to God 
all glory in the highest 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
Christ, the Lord! 

3 Yea, Lord, we greet thee,  
born this happy morning, 
Jesus, to thee be all glory given; 
Word of our God, 
now in flesh appearing: 
O come, let us adore him,  
O come let us adore him 
O come, let us adore him,  
Christ, the Lord! 

FIRST READING  Rheinila Fernandes, Rob Haslinger, Auggie and Saiya Haslinger 
The Prophecy | Isaiah 9 

LIGHTING OF THE CHRISTMAS CANDLE 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR 
Children Go Where I Send Thee African American Spiritual
  
 
 



 

*CAROL 
The First Nowell 

1 The first Nowell, the angel did say,  
 was to certain poor shepherds  

in fields as they lay;  
 in fields where they lay  

keeping their sheep,    
 on a cold winter’s night  

that was so deep.   
 Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,  
 born is the King of Israel.   

2 They looked up and saw a star 
 shining in the east,  

beyond them far, 
 and to the earth  

it gave great light, 
 and so it continued  

both day and night. 
 Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 
 born is the King of Israel.

MESSAGE FOR ALL AGES: PART I Rev. Nate Klug  

*CAROL  
Away in a Manger 

1 Away in a manger,  
no crib for a bed, 
the little Lord Jesus  
laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the bright sky  
looked down where he lay, 
the little Lord Jesus  
asleep on the hay. 

2 The cattle are lowing,  
the baby awakes, 
but little Lord Jesus  
no crying he makes. 
I love you, Lord Jesus;  
look down from the sky, 
and stay by my side  
until morning is nigh.

SECOND READING  Maddie Parker-Roland 
The Birth | Luke 2 

*CAROL  
O Little Town of Bethlehem 

1 O Little Town of Bethlehem 
how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep  
and dreamless sleep  
the silent stars go by.  

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
the everlasting light 
the hopes and fears  
of all the years  
are met in thee tonight.  



 

2 For Christ is born of Mary 
and gathered all above 
while mortals sleep  
the angels keep  
their watch of wondering love. 

O morning stars together 
proclaim the holy birth. 
And praises ring:  
from God they bring  
good will to all on earth. 

MESSAGE FOR ALL AGES: PART II Rev. Nate Klug  

THIRD READING   
The Shepherds and the Angels | Luke 2 Benson, Lucien, and Evie Packineau 

*CAROL  
Angels We Have Heard on High

1 Angels we have heard on high  
sweetly singing o'er the plain  
and the mountains in reply  
echoing their joyous strain  
gloria, in excelsis Deo!  

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee?  
Why your joyous strains prolong?  
What the gladsome tidings be?  
Which inspire your heavenly songs?  
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!  

3 Come to Bethlehem and see 
Christ whose birth the angels sing;  
come, adore on bended knee,  
Christ, the Lord, the newborn King.  
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

INVITATION TO OFFERING 
This year the entirety of our Christmas Offering is dedicated to supporting our long-term 
friends at Matènwa Community Learning Center in Haiti. Facing chaos that, among 
other things, disrupts traditional marketing patterns, the school needs help to continue 
its practice of providing a hot meal to every child attending school, often the only meal 
they get. Matènwa provides education for their students from pre-K through high school, 
and in some cases, supporting their graduates in college.   

OFFERTORY 
What Child is This? Greensleeves arranged by Vince Guaraldi (1928-1976) 
 Miranda Loud, piano; Ryan Loud, percussion 



 

MESSAGE FOR ALL AGES: PART III Rev. Nate Klug  

CAROL AND PASSING OF THE LIGHT 
Please remain seated as ushers pass the light. Tip your unlit candle into the flame, and 
pass the light along your row.

Silent Night 

1 Silent night, holy night 
all is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child.  
Holy infant so tender and mild,  
sleep in heavenly peace, 
sleep in heavenly peace.  

2 Silent night, holy night  
shepherds quake, at the sight  
glories stream from heaven afar,  
heavenly hosts sing alleluia.  
Christ the savior is born!  
Christ the savior is born!  

3 Silent night, holy night, 
Son of God, love’s pure light,  
radiant beams from thy holy face,  
with the dawn of redeeming grace;  
Jesus, Lord at thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord at thy birth. 

MEDITATION ON THE LIGHT                         Lora Venesy 
Following this moment, as the sanctuary lights return, please extinguish your candle. 

*CAROL 
Joy to the World 

1 Joy to the world! the Lord is come:  
 let earth receive her king;   
 let every heart prepare him room,  
 and heaven and nature sing,   
 and heaven and nature sing,    
 and heaven, and heaven  

and nature sing. 

2 Joy to the earth! the savior reigns: 
let all their songs employ;  
while fields and floods,  
rocks hills and plains, 
repeat the sounding joy,  
repeat the sounding joy, 

       repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

 
 



 

3 He rules the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of, his righteousness, 
and wonders of his love,  
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders, wonders of his love.

*BENEDICTION  Rev. Nate Klug  

POSTLUDE  
In Dulci Jubilo J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 
Variations on Christmas Carols 
 

Please recycle this program.  
Bins are available in the narthex and the Stearns Room. 

 
LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ACTION STEP. You are invited to learn about 
and support the Tribal Access to Clean Water Act of 2023, recognizing the 
critical importance of access to reliable, clean drinking water for Native 
Americans and affirming the responsibility of the Federal Government to 
ensure such water access. Scan the QR code to learn more about the relevant bills 
currently being considered at the federal level, and/or write your representative to 
express your support using the sample support letter provided as a guide.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

NEXT WEEK: MEDITATION SERVICE 
Sunday, December 29 • 10:00am • Stearns Room & Livestream 

Welcome the new year with our traditional Meditation Service led by Joan Kimball 
and Ben Wells. We'll begin with a walking meditation through the Sanctuary and a 
brief guided meditation, followed by a reading of the Native Prayer to the Earth, 
mindful sharing, and metta practice. 



 

  



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 


