The First Parish in Lincoln

An open and welcoming church

Candlelight Service | Lessons & Carols

December 24, 2024 at 10pm




Welcome to First Parish

Nurturing Spirituality | Building Community | Pursuing Justice

We are an open and welcoming community church formed in 1942 by the union of the
Congregational (1746) and Unitarian (1842) churches in Lincoln. Whoever you are,
wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.

Land Acknowledgment. We gather today on the unceded homelands of the
Massachusett and Nipmuc peoples. Let us strive to honor all indigenous peoples by
joining their efforts to pursue justice and care for this land. An action step is included at
the back of this bulletin.

[E3:E] If you are visiting this evening, we are so glad you are here! We hope you'll
v join us for future services and programs. Tell us about yourself or sign up for

[=] our mailing list by filling out a Virtual Connect Card.

Livestream. You can view past services on Children’s Program. Winter Religious
our YouTube page. If you don’t wish to have  Exploration begins on January 5th. In a
your image included in a recording, please different way each week, children are
contact the church office or a minister. invited to explore spirituality, build

One License #A-732063 | CCS # 15261 community, and grow in empathy.

Check out the full schedule on our

Assisted Listening Devices are available in website, fplincoln.org.

the narthex. Please ask an usher for
assistance.

[[l3:[=] Give Online! Scan the QR code to contribute toward the Sunday Plate,
EXEN:  a pledge, or a Special Offering.
=]

We thank the following people for their contributions to today’s service.

Deacon Ushers Guest Musicians
Sarah Andrysiak Melinda Bruno-Smith Christine Jay
Ralph Smith Ann Moss
Virginia Welles Regina Stroncek

Dwight Gertz



SUNDAY, December 24, 2024 CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE

Welcome! Please enjoy the prelude in a spirit of meditation.

PRELUDE

Noels Claude D’Aquin and Claude Balbastre (1724-1799)

Ding Dong Merrily On High
Sussex Carol

Still, Still, Still

WELCOME

*INTROIT
Once in Royal David’s City

The soloist will sing verse 1, the choir verse 2.

1 Once inroyal David’s city
stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby
in @ manger for His bed:
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.

Congregation joins.
3 From afar the magi journeyed,
to that stable rude and bare
to pay homage to the baby
offering gifts both rich and rare.

So may we, our gifts bestow,
whether we be high or low.

*All are invited to rise in body or spirit.

Charles Wood (1866-1926)
arr. Philip Ledger (1937-2012)

German Carol
Regina Stroncek, soprano

Sarah Klockowski

Jesus came down to earth from heaven
who is God and Head of all,

sheltered in a rustic stable,

cradled in a common stall:

with the poor, and meek, and lowly,
lived on earth our Savior holy.

In that happy Christmas spirit,
hear the angels from on high

sing their ancient salutations:
joy’s a gift you cannot buy.

So may we, with heart that sings,
share the truth this season brings.



*OPENING WORDS

One: As the world spins towards the end of another year,
we enter the story once again
All: To kneel together at the manger,
to catch a glimpse of the mystery.
One: A child born for us, amid mud and starlight,
not just one day long ago,
All:  But again this very night.
One: If only for a moment, may our hearts rest
in the wonder of Christmas.
All:  May peace be born anew.

*SHARING THE PEACE

All are invited to greet those around them with a sign of peace, such as a bow, wave,
peace sign, handshake, or embrace. Please respect those who may wish to remain
physically distant. If you see a nearby camera, feel free to greet to those worshipping
with us at home.

*CAROL
O Come, All Ye Faithful
1 O come all ye faithful, 2 Sing, choirs of angels
joyful and triumphant, sing in exultation
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem, sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
come and behold him, Glory to God
born the king of angels; all glory in the highest
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,

Christ, the Lord! Christ, the Lord!



3 Yea, Lord, we greet thee,
born this happy morning,
Jesus, to thee be
all glory given;

Word of our God,

now in flesh appearing:
O come, let us adore him,
O come let us adore him
O come, let us adore him,
Christ, the Lord!

FIRST LESSON
The Prophecy | Isaiah 9 and Isaiah 2

LIGHTING OF THE CHRISTMAS CANDLE

ANTHEM
Bogoroditse Dyevo

Rejoice, O Virgin Mother of God,

Mary full of grace, the Lord is with Thee.
Blessed art Thee among women,

and blessed is the Fruit of Thy womb,

for Thou hast borne the Savior of our souls.

*CAROL
Away in a Manger

1 Away in a manger,
no crib for a bed,
the little Lord Jesus
laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky
looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus
asleep on the hay.

Alana Halstead

Judy Casarella, Alana Halstead,
Steven Halstead

Sergei Rachmaninov (1873-1943)

The cattle are lowing,
the baby awakes,

but little Lord Jesus

no crying he makes.

| love you, Lord Jesus;
look down from the sky,
and stay by my side
until morning is nigh.



SECOND LESSON
The Birth | Luke 2

ANTHEM
How Far is it to Bethlehem?

*CAROL
O Little Town of Bethlehem

1 O little town of Bethlehem
how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
the everlasting light
the hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.

3 How silently, how silently,
the wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts
the blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear this coming,
but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will be open
the dear Christ enters in.

THIRD LESSON
The Angels | Luke 2

ANTHEM
0O Magnum Mysterium

Peyton Dahmen

arr. by Alice Parker and Robert Shaw

2 For Christ is born of Mary

and gathered all above

while mortals sleep the angels keep
their watch of wondering love.

O morning stars together

proclaim the holy birth.

And praises ring: from God they bring
good will to all on earth.

O holy child of Bethlehem
descend to us, we pray,

cast out our sin and enter in,
be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels,
the great glad tidings tell;

O come to us, abide with us,
our Lord Emmanuel!

Margot Venesy

Morten Lauridsen (b. 1943)

How boundless a mystery, this most remarkable, holy promise:

That animals would see the Lord a newly born baby lying in a bed of hay.
O most blessed Virgin, whose commendable flesh was worthy

To bear the Lord within, Lord Christ Jesus. Alleluia!



*CAROL
Angels We Have Heard on High

1 Angels we have heard on high 2 Shepherds, why this jubilee?
sweetly singing o'er the plain Why your joyous strains prolong?
and the mountains in reply What the gladsome tidings be?
echoing their joyous strain Which inspire your heavenly songs?
gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

3 Come to Bethlehem and see
Christ whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee,
Christ, the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

FOURTH LESSON Rev. Kit Novotny
The Shepherds | Luke 2

ANTHEM
And the Glory of the Lord (Messiah) George Frederic Handel (1685-1759)

SILENCE
Please enjoy a moment of silent prayer or meditation.

EVENING PRAYER Sarah Andrysiak, Deacon

INVITATION TO OFFERING Rev. Kit Novotny
This year the entirety of our Christmas Offering is dedicated to supporting our long-term
friends at Matenwa Community Learning Center in Haiti. Facing chaos that, among
other things, disrupts traditional marketing patterns, the school needs help to continue
its practice of providing a hot meal to every child attending school, often the only meal
they get. Matenwa provides education for their students from pre-K through high school,
and in some cases, supporting their graduates in college. Teacher training and problem
solving are also taught. Please consider a donation to help support them through this
challenging time.

OFFERTORY
Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day John Gardner (1917-2011)



READING Sarah Klockowski
“john” | Lucille Clifton

REFLECTION Sarah Klockowski
In Blackness Like a Star

CAROL AND PASSING OF THE LIGHT
Please remain seated as ushers pass the light. Tip your unlit candle into the flame, and
pass the light along your row.

Silent Night Descant by Murray Forbes Sommerville
1 Silent night, holy night 2 Silent night, holy night
all is calm, all is bright shepherds quake, at the sight
round yon virgin mother and child. glories stream from heaven afar,
Holy infant so tender and mild, heavenly hosts sing alleluia.
sleep in heavenly peace, Christ the savior is born!
sleep in heavenly peace. Christ the savior is born!

3 Silent night, holy night,
Son of God, love’s pure light,
radiant beams from thy holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace;
Jesus, Lord at thy birth,
Jesus, Lord at thy birth.

MEDITATION ON THE LIGHT Rev. Kit Novotny
Following this moment, as the sanctuary lights return, please extinguish your candle.

*CAROL
Hark the Herald Angels Sing
1 Hark! the herald angels sing join the triumph of the skies
“Glory to the newborn king: with angelic host proclaim,
peace on earth and mercy mild “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
God and sinners reconciled! Hark the herald angels sing,

Joyful all ye nations rise, “Glory to the newborn king!



2 Christ by highest heaven adored 3 Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!

Christ the everlasting Lord! Hail the son of righteousness!

Late in time behold him come, Light and life to all he brings,

offspring of the Virgin’s womb. risen with healing in his wings,

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see mild he lays his glory by,

hail the incarnate deity, born that we no more may die,

pleased as man with men to dwell, born to raise us from the earth,

Jesus, our Emmanuel. born to give us second birth.

Hark the herald angels sing, Hark the herald angels sing

“Glory to the newborn king!” “Glory to the newborn king!”
*BENEDICTION Sarah Klockowski
POSTLUDE
In Dulci Jubilo J.S. Bach (1685-1750)

Variations on Christmas Carols

Feel free to depart or remain seated during our postlude.

W Please recycle this program.
'ﬁ Bins are available in the narthex and the Stearns Room.

NEXT WEEK: MEDITATION SERVICE
Sunday, December 29 ¢ 10:00am e Stearns Room & Livestream

Welcome the new year with our traditional Meditation Service led by Joan Kimball
and Ben Wells. We'll begin with a walking meditation through the Sanctuary and a
brief guided meditation, followed by a reading of the Native Prayer to the Earth,
mindful sharing, and metta practice.

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ACTION STEP. You are invited to learn about EHEE
and support the Tribal Access to Clean Water Act of 2023, recognizing the Eﬁ
critical importance of access to reliable, clean drinking water for Native [=]}
Americans and affirming the responsibility of the Federal Government to

ensure such water access. Scan the QR code to learn more about the relevant bills
currently being considered at the federal level, and/or write your representative to
express your support using the sample support letter provided as a guide.
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s A WE ARE GRATEFUL TO OUR FIRST PARISH CHOIR
FOR LEADING TONIGHT’S MUSIC.

. M.'/ 7}/? Names in bold are participating in this service:

~N

ﬂﬁ's Chris Andrysiak, Adam Bailey, Sarah Bishop, Steven Brand, Mary Briggs,
Carol Bull, Lindsay Clemens, Jona Donaldson, Deanna Elineema,

/

"r__.‘. - Josh Grindlay, Elaine Hawkes, Ruth Ann Hendrickson, Wendy Horwitz, Y
IJ._.J_D Bill Hoyt, Caroline Jacobs, Christine Jay, Deanna Johnson, Laura Johnson, | /' p
F o Steve Johnson, Robin Jones, Mike Killick, Ginny Lemire, Jackie Lenth, G -
& <~

A Bara Levin, Vicki Mielke, Rick Mandelkorn, Joan Mansfield,
A\ {\E Patrick Zweidler-McKay, Ann Moss, Peter Pease, Edie Risser, Tom Risser,
Lucy Sachs, Regina Stroncek, Kristie Whitehead, Bernadette Yao.

New choir members are welcome to join in January.
g Contact Music Director, Miranda Loud at
miranda@fplincoln.org, for more information. -

4.\' &’\/ 4‘

Children of all ages are
invited to join the fun at
First Parish this winter!

Program is free.
Registration required.

RELIGIOUS EXPLORATION More info at
AT FIRST PARISH SRR

SUNDAYS FROM 10-11:30AM

FEATURING:
Engaging Intergenerational Worship - Lunar
New Year with Lion Dancers! - Interfaith
Breakfast Club for 6th & 7th graders -
Imbolc Celebration - Pen Pal Project - Teen

Service Programs - ... and much more!




JOIN LIS IN

}/ REGULAR PROGRAMS
4 MEDITATION SANGHA QUIET WALKS
& ' Tuesdays at 4pm e Stearns Room Fridays at 1:30pm e Lincoln Trails
ié; SACRED TEXTS SMALL GROUPS e
i First Tuesdays at 12pm ¢ Zoom New monthly groups forming -
i SPECIAL PROGRAMS

" i THE FORUM | PARTAKERS SIP, TALK, LEARN 4

Prison mentoring info session First Parish spin on “The Moth” .

S v GUEST SPEAKER | GREG EPSTEIN  FIRST PARISH TALENT SHOW i -

7 o NaysardaielsLcagialn BOSTON CELTICS BIBLE STUDY

£ THIS | BELIEVE SPRING RETREAT

Series of conversations exploring festuringyogs, mEditation
our diversity of beliefs at FPL g yoga, m: g
writing sessions

Learn more at fplincoln.org




Values & Vision

BUILDING
COMMUNITY

NURTURING
SPIRITUALITY

PURSUING
JUSTICE

To be a spiritual home for
individuals from diverse
faith backgrounds where
each person can find help
and inspiration to foster
personal growth on their
own journey while in
community with others.

To be an open and
inclusive community that
learns to trust and work

To be a source of hope
and positive impact in our
communities, our region
and beyond by affirming
the dignity of all peoples
and caring for the living
earth.

with each other as we
celebrate, grieve, grow,
support, and serve
together.

Open & Welcoming

First Parish is an Open and Welcoming community church, affirming the dignity of all
people. We welcome all persons to full participation and belonging regardless of race,
ethnicity, religion, economic status, age, ability, sexual orientation, gender identity or
gender expression.

Having fulfilled the requirements to be recognized as an Open and Affirming
Congregation (UCC), First Parish is intentional about celebrating the presence and
participation of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer persons in all aspects of
congregational life, fully and without qualification.

Contact OandW-TF@fplincoln.org for more information.

FIRST PARISH IN LINCOLN
(781) 259-8118 | www.fplincoln.org

Rev. Kit Novotny (she/her)
Co-Minister | kit@fplincoln.org
Sarah Klockowski (she/her)

Ministry Associate | sarah@fplincoln.org

Miranda Loud (she/her)

Music Director & Organist | miranda@fplincoln.org

Silvia Dieckow (she/her)
Parish Administrator | silvia@fplincoln.org

Rev. Nate Klug (he/him)

Co-Minister | nate@fplincoln.org

Lora Venesy (she/her)
Director of Religious Exploration | lora@fplincoln.org

Debby Adams (she/her)

Nursery Director



