The First Parish in Lincoln

An open and welcoming church
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Christmas Pageant

Worship Theme | Dazzling Darkness
December 22, 2024 at 10am



Welcome to First Parish

Nurturing Spirituality | Building Community | Pursuing Justice

We are an open and welcoming community church formed in 1942 by the union of the
Congregational (1746) and Unitarian (1842) churches in Lincoln. Whoever you are,
wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.

Land Acknowledgment. We gather today on the unceded homelands of the
Massachusett and Nipmuc peoples. Let us strive to honor all indigenous peoples by
joining their efforts to pursue justice and care for this land. An action step is included at
the back of this bulletin.

E3=E If you are visiting this morning, we are so glad you are here! We hope you’ll
BYZ  join us for Coffee Hour after worship. Tell us about yourself or sign up for our

[=] mailing list by filling out a Virtual Connect Card.

Children’s Program. Nursery is open at
9:30. Children will meet in the Parish
House at 9:30 to get ready for our annual
pageant. We invite your children to join in,
even if they have missed rehearsals!
Thank you to Vivienne Brand for writing

Livestream. You can view past services on
our YouTube page. If you don’t wish to have
your image included in a recording, please
contact the church office or a minister.

One License #A-732063 | CCS # 15261

Assistive Listening Devices are available in this year’s pageant, and to Lora and all our
the narthex. Please ask an usher for volunteers who have worked so hard
assistance. behind the scenes.

[Eiz:E] Give Online! Scan the QR code to contribute toward the Sunday Plate,
= a pledge, or a Special Offering.

=
Cover image: “A Tree For All,” painting by Orly McLure.
We thank the following people for their contributions to today’s service.
Deacon Ushers Altar Flowers Hospitality
David Elliott Paula Waterman Paula Waterman Gina Halsted
Tally Forbes Given in memory of her mom, Tom Mielke
Alida Zweidler-McKay Luella (Lal) Johnson, on her

Tricia Deck birthday



SUNDAY, December 22, 2024 DAZZLING DARKNESS

Welcome! Please enjoy the prelude in a spirit of meditation.

PRELUDE
Divinum Mysterium Wilbur Held (1914-2015)
Quem Pastores Laudavere (Come, Shepherds) Helmut Walcha (1907-1991)

RINGING OF THE BELL

INTROIT
Freedom is Coming South African Traditional
WELCOME Rev. Nate Klug

*OPENING WORDS
Janet Morley, adapted

One:
Many:

One:

Many:

For the darkness of waiting, of not knowing what is to come,

of staying ready and quiet and attentive, we praise you, Holy One.
For the darkness of loving in which it is safe to surrender,

to let go of our self-protection, we praise you, Holy One.

For the darkness of choosing when you give us the moment

to speak, and act, and change,

and we cannot know what we have set in motion,

but we still have to take the risk, we praise you, Holy One.

For the darkness of hoping in a world which longs for you,

for the wrestling and laboring of all creation

for wholeness and justice and freedom, we praise you, Holy One.
For the darkness and the light are both a part of you.

*OPENING HYMN 4 page 6
Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn REJOICE, REJOICE

COVENANT | In Unison David Elliott

In the love of truth and in the spirit of Jesus
We unite for the worship of God and the service of all.

*All are invited to rise in body or spirit.



LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH Liz, Jon, Rowan, Miley, and Elowyn Everitt
Isaiah 61:1

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me

because the Lord has anointed me;

he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
to bind up the brokenhearted,

to proclaim liberty to the captives

and release to the prisoners.

TIME FOR OUTREACH Barbara Sampson, Matéenwa

SUNG RESPONSE
He Came Down Cameroon Traditional Song
arr. John Bell (b. 1949)

He came down that we may have love (3x) Hallelujah forevermore.
He came down that we may have peace (3x) Hallelujah forevermore.
He came down that we may have joy (3x) Hallelujah forevermore.

FIRST READING Rev. Kit Novotny
“The Risk of Birth” | Madeline L'Engle

This is no time for a child to be born,
With the earth betrayed by war & hate
And a comet slashing the sky to warn
That time runs out & the sun burns late.

That was no time for a child to be born,

In a land in the crushing grip of Rome;
Honour & truth were trampled by scorn —
Yet here did the Saviour make his home.

When is the time for love to be born?
The innis full on the planet earth,
And by a comet the sky is torn —

Yet Love still takes the risk of birth.

INTRODUCTION TO PRAYER David Elliott



PRAYER HYMN | Gray 224
Let Christmas Come DANBY

SILENT PRAYER & MEDITATION
COMMUNITY PRAYERS The Ministers
PASTORAL PRAYER David Elliott

UNISON PRAYER
Winter Solstice Litany, adapted | UUA.org

For the darkness that nourishes our spirits,

for candles gleaming through the night.

For the gifts of sorrow and transformation, for memories of those long gone.
For the children, and all of us, who find such magic in this season,

for the brave birds who stay with us all winter, for the scent of greenery.

For the sun returning.

For the sun returning.

For the sun returning.

Amen.

INTRODUCTION TO OFFERING

OFFERTORY
Partita on Noel Nouvelet David Lasky (b. 1957)
*DOXOLOGY | In Unison

From all that dwell below the skies Let the Creator’s praise arise

Let the Redeemers’ names be sung Through every land by every tongue. Amen.
*OFFERTORY PRAYER | In Unison

We give thanks for both these gifts and the givers, and we ask that we may use
these gifts wisely and well, both to nurture the life of this congregation and to
further the goals of justice and peace throughout the world.



CHORAL ANTHEM
| am Christmas

music by John Conolly; words by Bill Meek
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long - est night; 1 am Christ-mas,— let me in. 1 am Christ-mas, let me in.

THE CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

See page 7 for our cast. Please join your voices in singing the hymns (while remaining
seated) that are interspersed with the pageant story.

HYMNS
O Little Town of Bethlehem

1 O Little Town of Bethlehem
how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep
and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by.

Away in a Manger

1 Awayin a manger
No crib for a bed
The little Lord Jesus
Laid down his sweet head
The stars in the bright sky
Looked down where he lay
The little Lord Jesus
Asleep on the hay

Yet in thy dark streets shineth
the everlasting light

the hopes and fears

of all the years

are met in thee tonight.

The cattle are lowing
The baby awakes

But little Lord Jesus

No crying he makes

| love thee, Lord Jesus
Look down from the sky
And stay by my cradle
‘til morning is nigh



Where Shepherds Watched Their Flocks by Night

1

While shepherds watch’d 2
their flocks by night,

all seated on the ground,

the angel of the Lord came down,

and glory shone around.

“Fear not,” said he,

for mighty dread

had seized their troubled mind;

“Glad tidings of great joy | bring

to you and all mankind.”

Angels We Have Heard on High

1

Angels we have heard on high
sweetly singing o'er the plain
and the mountains in reply
echoing their joyous strain
gloria, in excelsis Deo!

We Three Kings

1

We three kings of Orient are
Bearing gifts we traverse afar
Field and fountain,

moor and mountain
Following yonder star

“To you, in David’s town this day,
is born of David’s line

the Savior who is Christ the Lord,
and this shall be the sign:

The heav’'nly Babe

you there shall find

to human view displayed,

all meanly wrapped

in swathing bands,

and in a manger laid.”

Star of wonder, star of night
Star with royal beauty bright
Westward leading,

still proceeding

Guide us to thy Perfect Light

The Friendly Beasts medieval tune 12t century France, lyrics by Robert Davis

FPL Children’s Choir

Children Go Where | Send Thee African American Spiritual
FPL Children’s Choir

CLOSING WORDS The Ministers



*CLOSING HYMN
Joy to the World

1 Joytothe world! the Lord is come: 2 Joy to the earth! the savior reigns:
Let earth receive her king; Let all their songs employ;
let every heart prepare him room, while fields and floods,
and heaven and nature sing, rocks hills and plains,
and heaven and nature sing, repeat the sounding joy,
and heaven, and heaven repeat the sounding joy,
and nature sing. repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3 He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove
the glories of, his righteousness,
and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love,
and wonders, wonders of his love.

*OUR CALL TO MINISTRY | In Unison David Elliott

We go forth from the worship of God to be faithful to the vision of Jesus
To affirm each person’s dignity and to cherish the living earth.

*BENEDICTION Rev. Nate Klug
POSTLUDE
Festive Fanfare on Angels We Have Heard on High David Lasky

Feel free to depart or remain seated during our postlude. Please join us for Coffee Hour directly
following worship in the Stearns Room!

*OPENING HYMN 4 page 6

Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn REJOICE, REJOICE
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1 A - wake! a - wake, and greet  the new morn, for
2 To us, 1o all in sor - row and fear, Em -
3 In deep - est night Christ’s com - ing shall be, when
4 Re - joice, re - joice, take heart in the night, though
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an - gels her-ald its dawn-ing, sing out your joy, for
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cold the win-ter and cheer-less, the ris - ing sun shall
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Je - sus is born, be - hold! the Child of our long - ng.
qui - et and near, yet fills the earth with its  ring - ing.
qui - et and free, so warm and gen - tle and car - ing.
crown you with light, be strong and lov -ing and fear - less;
Pageant Cast (in order of appearance):
Narrator 1: Orly McLure Innkeeper’s Wife: Sylvie Chan
Narrator 2: Caroline Graves Donkey: Cam Parker-Roland (Solo)
Mary: Maddie Parker-Roland Head Sheep: Miley Everitt (Solo)
Joseph: Charlotte Graves Head Cow: Natalia Brook (Solo)
Innkeeper: Charlie Kelly Dove: Beckham Size (Solo)

Sheep Herd: Cassie Chan, May Flint, Gwendolyn Klug, Iris McDermott, Arthur Sullivan
Cow Herd: Theo Chan, Ryan Hogue, Charlotte Shaw, Mac Shaw

Head Angel: Rowan Everitt

Host of Angels: Mae Beekman, Andrew Brook, Viviana Brook, Catherine Graves, CC
Hogue, Mizzie May Kelly, Zoe Klug, Nora McDermott, Frances Wu

Shepherd 1: Benson Packineau (Solo assist)
Shepherd 2: Daniel Brook

King 1: Lucien Packineau

King 2: Spencer Nordstrom

King 3: Joey Kelly (Solo assist)

...And introducing Gus Flint as Baby Jesus!

Thank you to our dedicated team of Pageant Helpers!
Vivienne Brand, Alex Chomut-Brook, Samantha Donaldson, Jeani Hardcastle, Dana
Robbat, Caroline Smart, Katy Walker
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CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
Tuesday, December 24 e Sanctuary & Livestream

4pm. Family Service. Led by Rev. Nate Klug.
8pm. Special Music at 7:30. Candlelight Service. Led by Rev. Kit Novotny.
10pm. Candlelight Service. Led by Sarah Klockowski.

QUIET WALKS

Friday, December 27 e 1:30pm e Local Trails (Location in News Brief)
Andy Falender & Jackie Lenth

MEDITATION SERVICE

Sunday, December 29 ¢ 10:00am e Stearns Room
Joan Kimball and Ben Wells

Visit our website or sign up for weekly emails for program details and Zoom links.
www.fplincoln.org
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SPIRITUAL ROYALTIES FUND. We at First Parish Lincoln @
& acknowledge the history and significance of the African 5
American Spirituals, traditionally called Negro Spirituals, sung in
today's worship service. With respect and deep gratitude for the
extraordinary musical contributions made to American music by Black
people, we offer our thanks for the creators of these spirituals and their
descendants. We agree that each time we sing the spiritual songs of
enslaved Black people in our worship together as hymns or anthem
arrangements, we will sing and hear them with open hearts honoring the
unnamed musicians who created them, and we will pay royalties to
organizations promoting the advancement of Black artists and musicians in
America. We understand that the debt owed to Black musicians and artists
can never be fully repaid. Through our words, our gifts, and our actions, we
will forever strive to do what we can to end systemic racism in America.

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ACTION STEP. You are invited to learn = mwiz@m
about and support the Tribal Access to Clean Water Act of 2023, 3
recognizing the critical importance of access to reliable, clean

drinking water for Native Americans and affirming the responsibility of the
Federal Government to ensure such water access.



SACRED TEXTS | THE STORIES JESUS TOLD
Tuesday, January 7 ¢ 12:00pm ¢ Zoom

Join Sarah K for a monthly class exploring the parables of Jesus and
how we might interpret them for today.

FORUM | INTRO TO CARING COMPANIONS
Sunday, January 12 ¢ 11:30am e Stearns Room

Join Kit Novotny and members of the Care Committee to learn about
a new initiative of Caring Companionship to be piloted in Winter-
Spring 2025, in hopes of developing mutual relationships of support
- and visitation in our congregation. We hope to have a guest joining us
from First Parish in Sherborn (Rev. Nathan Detering’s church) to share
a bit about their Lay Pastoral Care Ministry.

SIP TALK LEARN
Sunday, January 12 ¢ 4:00pm e Stearns Room and Zoom

SIP TALK LEARN is a variation of a TED Talk and The Moth where we
have about ten “storytellers” who give a three-minute presentation to
the other guests. It can be about something you are passionate about:
a hobby, your occupation, or a person. Do you know something we
should know? Have you had a life adventure to tell us about? The idea
is that all guests will leave having learned something new and gotten
to know you better. Sign up with Tucker Smith.

LENTEN WRITING WORKSHOP
Tuesday, January 14 e 7:00pm e Stearns Room

Writer and Teacher, Barbara O'Neil is offering a writing session focused
on the topic, Turning Points, the theme for the 2025 Lenten Booklet.
Join her as she guides us to share our thoughts in writing, inspired by
poetry and prompts. The deadline for submissions to the Lenten
Booklet is February 3. Bring your favorite pen and writing surface. All
are welcome, no experience necessary.
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Values & Vision

BUILDING
COMMUNITY

NURTURING
SPIRITUALITY

PURSUING
JUSTICE

To be a spiritual home for
individuals from diverse
faith backgrounds where
each person can find help
and inspiration to foster
personal growth on their
own journey while in
community with others.

To be an open and
inclusive community that
learns to trust and work

To be a source of hope
and positive impact in our
communities, our region
and beyond by affirming
the dignity of all peoples
and caring for the living
earth.

with each other as we
celebrate, grieve, grow,
support, and serve
together.

Open & Welcoming

First Parish is an Open and Welcoming community church, affirming the dignity of all
people. We welcome all persons to full participation and belonging regardless of race,
ethnicity, religion, economic status, age, ability, sexual orientation, gender identity or
gender expression.

Having fulfilled the requirements to be recognized as an Open and Affirming
Congregation (UCC), First Parish is intentional about celebrating the presence and
participation of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer persons in all aspects of
congregational life, fully and without qualification.

Contact OandW-TF@fplincoln.org for more information.

FIRST PARISH IN LINCOLN
(781) 259-8118 | www.fplincoln.org

Rev. Kit Novotny (she/her)
Co-Minister | kit@fplincoln.org
Sarah Klockowski (she/her)

Ministry Associate | sarah@fplincoln.org

Miranda Loud (she/her)

Music Director & Organist | miranda@fplincoln.org

Silvia Dieckow (she/her)
Parish Administrator | silvia@fplincoln.org

Rev. Nate Klug (he/him)

Co-Minister | nate@fplincoln.org

Lora Venesy (she/her)
Director of Religious Exploration | lora@fplincoln.org

Debby Adams (she/her)

Nursery Director



