
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Theme | The Stories We Tell 
November 24, 2024 at 10am 

The First Parish in Lincoln 
 A n  o p e n  a n d  w e l c o m i n g  c h u r c h 
 

THANKSGIVING SUNDAY 
“More Than a Single Story” 



Welcome to First Parish 
Nurturing Spirituality | Building Community | Pursuing Justice 

We are an open and welcoming community church formed in 1942 by the union of the 
Congregational (1746) and Unitarian (1842) churches in Lincoln. Whoever you are, 

wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 
Land Acknowledgment. We gather today on the unceded homelands of the 
Massachusett and Nipmuc peoples. Let us strive to honor all indigenous peoples by 
joining their efforts to pursue justice and care for this land. An action step is included at 
the back of this bulletin. 

If you are visiting this morning, we are so glad you are here! We hope you’ll 
join us for Coffee Hour after worship. Tell us about yourself or sign up for our 
mailing list by filling out a Virtual Connect Card. 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Give Online! Scan the QR code 
to contribute toward the Sunday 
Plate, a pledge, or a Special 
Offering.  

  

Livestream. You can view past services on 
our YouTube page. If you don’t wish to have 
your image included in a recording, please 
contact the church office or a minister. 
One License #A-732063 | CCS # 15261 

Ushers 
Sarah Andrysiak 
Mimsy Beckwith 

Larry Buell 
David O’Neil 

 

Assistive Listening Devices are available in 
the narthex. Please ask an usher for 
assistance. 
 

Children’s Program. Nursery is available 
for children aged 0-5 starting at 9:30am 
up the hill on the lower level of the 
Parish House. 

Children in grades K+ start in the 
Sanctuary this morning! They will head 
up the hill after the ceremony for new 
members. The group will be creating 
centerpieces to welcome new friends & 
families before joining everyone for a 
celebratory lunch! 

 

We thank the following people for their contributions to today’s service. 

 Deacon 
Barbara O’Neil 

Hospitality 
Jane O’Rourke 

Tom Mielke 

Altar Flowers 
Susan Pease 

Given in honor of Susan’s mom on her birthday:  
“We miss you every day and share the generous love 

you gave us all.” 



*All are invited to rise in body or spirit. 

SUNDAY, November 24, 2024 THE STORIES WE TELL 

Welcome! Please enjoy the prelude in a spirit of meditation. 

PRELUDE 
Autumn (The Four Seasons) Op. 8, No. 3, RV 293 Antonio Vivaldi (1678-1741) 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

INTROIT 
What We Need Is Here Amy McCreath 

WELCOME Rev. Kit Novotny 

*OPENING WORDS 
A Prayer of Thanksgiving | Sue Ellen Herne (Mohawk artist, Akwesasne Territory) 

One:  Thank you, Creator of the Universe, for the people gathered around us.  
All:     We give thanks for the things of the earth that give us the means of life. 
One:  Thank you for the plants and animals that we use as food and medicine. 
           Thank you for the natural world, by which we are clothed and housed. 
All:     Thank you, God, for the ability to use these gifts of the natural world. 
One:  Help us see our place among these gifts, not to squander them,  

or think of them as means for selfish gain. 
All:     May we respect the life of all you have made.  
One:  May our spirits be strengthened by using only what we need, 
           and may we use our strength to help those who need us.  

*OPENING HYMN | Gray 349 
We Gather Together  KREMSER 

COVENANT | In Unison Barbara O’Neil 

In the love of truth and in the spirit of Jesus 
We unite for the worship of God and the service of all. 

TIME FOR ALL AGES Lora Venesy and the Ministers

 



 

SHARING THE PEACE 
All are invited to share a sign of peace with your neighbors: a handshake, hug or wave. 

CELEBRATION OF NEW MEMBERS 
Twice a year, it is our joy to welcome new members into the First Parish family. New 
members sign our historic membership book and receive a rose as a symbol of 
belonging. All backgrounds and identities are warmly welcomed into our spiritual “big 
tent.” Members are invited to take an active role in congregational life, offering their 
time, talent, and treasure. By bringing your gifts and full self, you enhance our 
community. You help us change and grow. Member support is essential to maintaining 
our church and sustaining it for generations to come. Welcome! 

Congregational Welcome 

We, the members of the First Parish in Lincoln,  
welcome you into our religious community  
and into the larger circle of our free faith tradition.  
We join hands and hearts with you,  
sharing joy and sorrow alike, as we walk this pilgrim path together.  
We invite you to seek for spiritual truth alongside of us, 
sharing our concern for peace and justice,  
our commitment to making the world a better place  
and our belief that through common effort  
we may better shape the meaning of our lives.  

New Member Affirmation   

We join this church as an affirmation of our willingness  
to support a religious community 
whose members value freedom of religious belief 
and seek to affirm the best within each person.  
We willingly join your efforts 
to promote spiritual growth and connection,  
to build community, 
to pursue social justice and human dignity,  

 and to preserve the living earth. 

 



 

SUNG RESPONSE  African American Spiritual 
This Little Light of Mine 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine… 
Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine… 
Building up a world, I’m gonna let it shine… 

FIRST READING  Rev. Nate Klug 
From “The Danger of a Single Story” | Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie  

There is a word, an Igbo word, that I think about whenever I think about the 
power structures of the world, and it is “nkali.” It’s a noun that loosely translates 
to “to be greater than another.” Like our economic and political worlds, stories 
too are defined by the principle of nkali: How they are told, who tells 
them, when they’re told, how many stories are told, are really dependent on 
power. 

Power is the ability not just to tell the story of another person, but to make it the 
definitive story of that person. Start the story with the failure of the African 
state, and not with the colonial creation of the African state, and you have an 
entirely different story. … But to insist on only these negative stories is to flatten 
my experience and to overlook the many other stories that formed me. The 
single story creates stereotypes and the problem with stereotypes is not that 
they are untrue, but that they are incomplete. They make one story become the 
only story. 

The consequence of the single story is this: It robs people of dignity. It makes our 
recognition of our equal humanity difficult. It emphasizes how we are different 
rather than how we are similar.  

Stories matter. Many stories matter. Stories have been used to dispossess and to 
malign, but stories can also be used to empower and to humanize. Stories can 
break the dignity of a people, but stories can also repair that broken dignity.  

INTRODUCTION TO PRAYER Barbara O’Neil 

PRAYER HYMN | Gray 318 
We Would Be One FINLANDIA 



 

SILENT PRAYER & MEDITATION 

COMMUNITY PRAYERS  The Ministers 

PASTORAL PRAYER  Barbara O’Neil 

UNISON PRAYER 
The Peace of Wild Things | Wendell Berry 

When despair for the world grows in me 
and I wake in the night at the least sound 
in fear of what my life and my children’s lives may be,  
I go and lie down where the wood drake 
rests in his beauty on the water, and the great heron feeds. 
I come into the peace of wild things 
who do not tax their lives with forethought  
of grief. I come into the presence of still water. 
And I feel above me the day-blind stars 
waiting with their light. For a time 
I rest in the grace of the world, and am free. 

INTRODUCTION TO OFFERING 
The entirety of our plate offering this morning will go towards supporting All Hands and 
Hearts, which has been identified by the Outreach Committee as our Thanksgiving 
Offering recipient. From their inception 20 years ago, when they helped those 
devastated by Hurricane Katrina, All Hands and Hearts has helped people around the 
world recover from natural disasters. 

OFFERTORY 
He’s Got the Whole World in His Hand African American Spiritual 
 Margaret Bonds (1913-1972) 
 Ann Moss, soprano 

*DOXOLOGY | In Unison 

From all that dwell below the skies Let the Creator’s praise arise 
Let the Redeemers’ names be sung Through every land by every tongue.  Amen. 



 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER | In Unison 

We give thanks for both these gifts and the givers, and we ask that we may use 
these gifts wisely and well, both to nurture the life of this congregation and to 
further the goals of justice and peace throughout the world.  

CHORAL ANTHEM 
Now Thank We All Our God, from Cantata 79 J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 

SECOND READING 
Mark 5:2-19, abridged | New Revised Standard Version  

When [Jesus] had stepped out of the boat, immediately a man from the tombs 
with an unclean spirit met him. When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and 
bowed down before him, and he shouted at the top of his voice, “What have you 
to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?” Then Jesus asked him, “What 
is your name?” He replied, “My name is Legion, for we are many.” 

Now there on the hillside a great herd of swine was feeding, and the unclean 
spirits begged him, “Send us into the swine; let us enter them.” So he gave them 
permission. And the unclean spirits came out and entered the swine, and the 
herd, numbering about two thousand, stampeded down the steep bank into the 
sea and were drowned in the sea. … As [Jesus] was getting into the boat, the 
man who had been possessed by demons begged him that he might be with him. 
But Jesus refused and said to him, “Go home to your own people, and tell them 
how much the Lord has done for you and what mercy he has shown you.” 

SERMON Rev. Kit Novotny 
More Than a Single Story   

*CLOSING HYMN | Gray 131 
Love Will Guide Us OLYMPIA 

*OUR CALL TO MINISTRY | In Unison Barbara O’Neil 

We go forth from the worship of God to be faithful to the vision of Jesus 
To affirm each person’s dignity and to cherish the living earth. 

*BENEDICTION Rev. Kit Novotny 



 

*CHORAL RESPONSE 
Sevenfold Amen John Stainer (1840-1901) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

POSTLUDE  
Concerto in G: Allegro  J.S. Bach/Antonio Vivaldi 

Feel free to depart or remain seated during our postlude. Please join us for Coffee Hour directly 
following worship in the Stearns Room! 

Please recycle this program. 
Bins are available in the narthex and the Stearns Room. 
 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ACTION STEP. You are invited to learn about and 
support the Tribal Access to Clean Water Act of 2023, recognizing the critical 
importance of access to reliable, clean drinking water for Native Americans 
and affirming the responsibility of the Federal Government to ensure such 
water access. 
 

SPIRITUAL ROYALTIES FUND. We at First Parish Lincoln acknowledge the 
history and significance of the African American Spirituals, traditionally 

called Negro Spirituals, sung in today's worship service. With respect and deep 
gratitude for the extraordinary musical contributions made to American music 
by Black people, we offer our thanks for the creators of these spirituals and their 
descendants. We agree that each time we sing the spiritual songs of enslaved Black 
people in our worship together as hymns or anthem arrangements, we will sing and hear 
them with open hearts honoring the unnamed musicians who created them, and we will 
pay royalties to organizations promoting the advancement of Black artists and musicians 
in America. We understand that the debt owed to Black musicians and artists can never 
be fully repaid. Through our words, our gifts, and our actions, we will forever strive to do 
what we can to end systemic racism in America. 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

“WE GATHER TOGETHER” CHURCH-WIDE POTLUCK  
TODAY, November 24 • 11:00am • Parish House 

Welcoming Committee 

8th GRADE OWL 
TODAY, November 24 • 7:00pm • Stearns Room 

Joan Mansfield and Lora Venesy, lora@fplincoln.org 

MEDITATION SANGHA 
Tuesday, November 26 • 4:00pm • Stearns Room  

Joan Kimball & Ben Wells, selenejck@gmail.com 

EMBODIMENT SMALL GROUP 
Tuesday, November 26 • 7:00pm • Stearns Room & Zoom 

Sarah Klockowski, sarah@fplincoln.org 

QUIET WALKS 
Friday, November 29 • 1:30pm • Local Trails (Location in News Brief)  

Andy Falender & Jackie Lenth 

Visit our website or sign up for weekly emails for program details and Zoom links. 
www.fplincoln.org 
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GUEST SPEAKER | PROFESSOR MAZIN QUMSIYEH 
Wednesday, December 4 • 7:00pm • Sanctuary 
RJA invites you to join us to hear Mazin Butros Qumsiyeh, a Palestinian 
scientist and author, founder and director of both the Palestine 
Museum of Natural History and the Palestinian Institute for 
Biodiversity and Sustainability. He has served on faculties at the 
University of Tennessee, Duke University and Yale University, he now 
teaches at the Bethlehem and Birzeit Universities. We are looking 
forward to his speaking that will combine two of our calls to 
ministry: Affirm each person’s dignity and cherish the Living Earth.  

TOUCH OF CHRISTMAS FAIR 
Sunday, December 8 • 12:00-3:00pm • Parish House 
All are welcome to the annual Touch of Christmas!  Homemade 
holiday crafts, evergreen wreaths decorated with natural materials, 
jewelry, antique and collectible treasures plus more!  Always a 
delightful festive occasion to celebrate the season with holiday 
joy.  Lunch served at 11:30am. Santa arrives at 1:00pm. 
 

CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING & CAROLING 
Wednesday, December 11 • 5:00pm • Rainbow Chairs 
Join the Family Connections Committee and the Care Committee for 
our annual Tree Lighting and Caroling! We will gather together outside 
of the Stearns Room for hot chocolate, tree lighting, and a song to get 
us started. We will then visit several homes as a group to spread 
holiday cheer through carols! All are welcome to this special evening.  
We will depart for the homes at 5:15pm. Scan QR Code to register. 
 

CHRISTMAS CHILDREN’S CHOIR 
Sign up your kids for the Christmas Children’s Choir! Children ages 4-
12 are invited to sing with Miranda! 3 Brief Rehearsals will be held 
on Dec. 1st, 8th, & 15th from 11:20- 11:45am in the choir loft. Songs 
will be learned for the Christmas Pageant (Sunday 12/22) 
and Christmas Eve 4pm service. Contact Lora Venesy. 



 

 


