The First Parish in Lincoln

An open and welcoming church

Worship Theme | The Stories We Tell
November 3, 2024 at 10am



Welcome to First Parish

Nurturing Spirituality | Building Community | Pursuing Justice

We are an open and welcoming community church formed in 1942 by the union of the
Congregational (1746) and Unitarian (1842) churches in Lincoln. Whoever you are,
wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.

Land Acknowledgment. We gather today on the unceded homelands of the
Massachusett and Nipmuc peoples. Let us strive to honor all indigenous peoples by
joining their efforts to pursue justice and care for this land. An action step is included at

the back of this bulletin.
Ohyi0]

If you are visiting this morning, we are so glad you are here! We hope you'll

= join us for Coffee Hour after worship. Tell us about yourself or sign up for our
[= mailing list by filling out a Virtual Connect Card.

Livestream. You can view past services on

our YouTube page. If you don’t wish to have

your image included in a recording, please
contact the church office or a minister.
One License #A-732063 | CCS # 15261

Assisted Listening Devices are available in
the narthex. Please ask an usher for
assistance.

Give Online! Scan the QR code

E!' @ to contribute toward the Sunday
] i Plate, a pledge, or a Special
Offering.

Children’s Programs. Meet up the hill in
the Parish House for age-based groups:

Nursery (ages 0-5): with Debby Adams

Little OWL (pre-registered K-2): with Jeani
Hardcastle & Melissa Deck

Middle RE: Love Connects Us (grades 3-5 +
any K-2 not in OWL) with Lora Venesy &
Kjerstin Salvesen

Interfaith Breakfast Club (grades 6-7):
Monotheism Review with Andy and Linda
Hammett Ory and Sarah Klockowski

Youth Teaching Assistants: Sophie
Moynihan, Samantha Donaldson, Eva
Graves and Orly McClure

We thank the following people for their contributions to today’s service.

Deacon Ushers
Mary Jo Veling Larry Buell
Judy Casarella
Anne Doyle

Nancy Fleming

Lew and Rosemary Lloyd
Given with hope and faith in

Altar Flowers Hospitality
Gina Halsted

Jennie Morris
democracy



SUNDAY, November 3, 2024

THE STORIES WE TELL

Welcome! Please enjoy the prelude in a spirit of meditation.

PRELUDE
An Wasserfllissen Babylon

RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME

*OPENING WORDS | Gray 688
From Many Winters | Nancy Wood

One: Letus hold on to what is good.

Many: Even if it is a handful of earth.

One: Let us hold on to what we believe
Many: Even if it is a tree which stands by itself.
One: Let us hold on to what we must do
Many: Even if it is a long way from here.

One: May you hold onto my hand

Many: Even when | have gone away from you.

*OPENING HYMN | Gray 295
Sing Out Praises for the Journey

COVENANT | In Unison

In the love of truth and in the spirit of Jesus

We unite for the worship of God and the service of all.

J.S. Bach (1685-1750)

Rev. Kit Novotny

WESTMINSTER ABBEY

Mary Jo Veling

TIME FOR OUTREACH Jacqueline Laferriere, Kate Kaplan, and Venette Maurice

Mothers’ Milk Bank Northeast

2024 Jean Wood Preston Grant Recipient Mothers’ Milk Bank Northeast is driven by the
belief that every baby deserves the chance to thrive. They provide safe pasteurized donor
human milk, supporting family and community health through equitable access to donor
milk. For many babies, donor milk is lifesaving. They dispense milk to hospital neonatal
intensive care units for the care of premature and medically fragile babies. For these



vulnerable infants, the use of human milk, instead of formula, vastly decreases their risk
of developing life-threatening illnesses including necrotizing enterocolitis (NEC), a
debilitating and sometimes fatal infection of the gut. This milk benefits families and
infants both close to Lincoln and the Greater Boston area as well as the entire northeast.
Their local partners include Emerson Hospital; Lowell General Hospital, MetroWest
Medical Center; Massachusetts General Hospital, Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center;
Boston Children's Hospital; Boston Medical Center; and Brigham and Women's. Donor
milk is also used for healthy full-term newborns to support positive breastfeeding
outcomes for families needing short term milk supply support. In 2023, the safe
pasteurized milk from 900 Mothers’ Milk Bank Northeast milk donors provided milk for
approximately 17,000 families.

FIRST READING Rev. Nate Klug
From Psalm 107:1-3; 21-22

Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good;
God’s love endures forever.
Let the redeemed of the Lord tell their story—
those He redeemed from the hand of the foe,
those She gathered from the lands,
from east and west, from north and south.
Let them give thanks to the Lord for God’s unfailing love
and God'’s wonderful deeds for humankind.
Let them sacrifice thank offerings
and tell of God’s works with songs of joy.

INTRODUCTION TO PRAYER Mary Jo Veling
PRAYER HYMN
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SILENT PRAYER & MEDITATION
COMMUNITY PRAYERS
PASTORAL PRAYER Mary Jo Veling

ALL SOULS REMEMBRANCE
Among the many beloved people we are remembering today, we lift up these members
and friends of First Parish who have died since our last All Souls Remembrance.

Denise Bienfang Don Bienfang Lorian Brown

Mary Ertman Waleska James Jim Kearney

John Little Paul Mosman Juliet Rago-McNamara
Susan Sugar Kemon Taschioglou

UNISON PRAYER
“We Remember Them” | Attributed to Rabbis Sylvan Kames & Jack Riemer

In the rising of the sun and in its going down, we remember them.

In the blowing of the wind and in the chill of winter, we remember them.
In the opening of buds and in the rebirth of spring, we remember them.

In the blueness of the sky and in the warmth of summer, we remember them.
In the rustling of leaves and in the beauty of autumn, we remember them.
In the beginning of the year and when it ends, we remember them.

When we are weary and in need of strength, we remember them.

When we are lost and sick at heart, we remember them.

When we have joys we yearn to share, we remember them.

So long as we live, they too shall live, for they are now a part of us,

as we remember them.

OFFERTORY
All Blues Miles Davis (1926-1991)
*DOXOLOGY | In Unison

From all that dwell below the skies Let the Creator’s praise arise
Let the Redeemers’ names be sung Through every land by every tongue. Amen.



*OFFERTORY PRAYER | In Unison

We give thanks for both these gifts and the givers, and we ask that we may use
these gifts wisely and well, both to nurture the life of this congregation and to
further the goals of justice and peace throughout the world.

CHORAL ANTHEM
Like a River in my Soul African American Spiritual
Arranged by Tim Osiek

Our ongoing donations towards the Spirituals Royalties Fund are given this year to
Hamilton Garrett Academy for Music and Arts in Roxbury, MA that is committed to the
development of Boston's next generation of innovative artists through the celebration
and preservation of Black music.

SECOND READING
From “On Not Knowing: Story About That” | Emily Ogden

Another election is approaching. And my sons, oblivious to all of this, are asking
for stories. “Story bout that,” they say, when some event captures their
attention. In the dark, Beckettian world of their fictions, little happens except for
a persistent breaching of bodily integrity. Here are some of the stories:

When L. got stung by a bee

When N. got a splinter in his foot

When a wheel fell off the neighbor’s pickup truck

When Zeke broke [killed] the snake

When a bowl broke

When the red balloon went up to the ceiling and we couldn’t reach

Things break and people break and we, the tellers of stories, survive. As to what,
then, my sons are using stories for—as to why stories of breakage rivet them so
completely—I think that riveting is more than the affective result. It is also the
theme, the purpose, the cognitive work. They are using their stories of breakage
precisely to rivet things together.

Stories suture up our parts against a primordial perception that we are in pieces.
They knit our bodies, our communities, our worlds into shapes we can use and



that make sense to us; shapes that can break and be repaired in sufficiently
predictable ways to allow us to live.

Why do we treat stories as a want and not a need? What is a need? That which
developing human beings and the communities that nourish them demand of
each other. “Story bout that,” my sons say. “Story BOUT THAT,” they say more
loudly. Would it threaten life and limb if | refused? Yes, in a way, it would. | know
that the lack of stories would not kill them. They do not yet know what killing is.
They are still knitting life and limb together into a wholeness they can recognize
as theirs to preserve. They need stories about that.

SERMON Rev. Kit Novotny
We Tell Ourselves Stories in Order to Live

*CLOSING HYMN | Gray 103
For All the Saints SINE NOMINE

*OUR CALL TO MINISTRY | In Unison

We go forth from the worship of God to be faithful to the vision of Jesus
To affirm each person’s dignity and to cherish the living earth.

*BENEDICTION Rev. Kit Novotny
*CHORAL RESPONSE

Grant Us, Lord, the Grace of Living text by Christian Witt, STUTTGART
ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSTLUDE

Toccata and Fugue in d minor, BWV 565 J.S. Bach

Feel free to depart or remain seated during our postlude. Please join us for Coffee Hour directly
following worship in the Stearns Room!

W Please recycle this program.
h Bins are available in the narthex and the Stearns Room.



SPIRITUAL ROYALTIES FUND. We at First Parish Lincoln acknowledge the
¥ history and significance of the African American Spirituals, traditionally N
called Negro Spirituals, sung in today's worship service. With respect and [=]
deep gratitude for the extraordinary musical contributions made to American
music by Black people, we offer our thanks for the creators of these spirituals and their
descendants. We agree that each time we sing the spiritual songs of enslaved Black
people in our worship together as hymns or anthem arrangements, we will sing and hear
them with open hearts honoring the unnamed musicians who created them, and we will
pay royalties to organizations promoting the advancement of Black artists and musicians
in America. We understand that the debt owed to Black musicians and artists can never
be fully repaid. Through our words, our gifts, and our actions, we will forever strive to do
what we can to end systemic racism in America.

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ACTION STEP. You are invited to learn about E\EE
and support the Tribal Access to Clean Water Act of 2023, recognizing the "
critical importance of access to reliable, clean drinking water for Native [m]
Americans and affirming the responsibility of the Federal Government to
ensure such water access. Scan the QR code to learn more about the relevant bills
currently being considered at the federal level, and/or write your representative to
express your support using the sample support letter provided as a guide.




8t GRADE OWL
TODAY, November 3 ¢ 7:00pm e Stearns Room

Lora Venesy, lora@fplincoln.org

SACRED TEXTS | SEEKING WISDOM
Tuesday, November 5 ¢ 12:00pm ¢ Zoom

Sarah Klockowski, sarah@fplincoln.org

MEDITATION SANGHA
Tuesday, November 5 ¢ 4:00pm e Stearns Room

Joan Kimball & Ben Wells, selenejck@gmail.com

CHOIR REHEARSAL
Thursday, November 7 e 7:00pm e Parish House Auditorium

Miranda Loud, miranda@fplincoln.org

QUIET WALKS
Friday, November 8 ¢ 1:30pm e Local Trails (Location in News Brief)

Andy Falender & Jackie Lenth
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GUEST SPEAKER | TIBETAN NUN ANI CHOYANG
Friday, November 8  7:00pm e Sanctuary

Meditation Sangha, Ben Wells

Visit our website or sign up for weekly emails for program details and Zoom links.
www.fplincoln.org




FORESTS FOR OUR FUTURE
Tuesday, November 12 ¢ 7:00pm e Stearns Room & Livestream

Discover the role of Massachusetts forests in combating climate
change at this Metro West Climate Solutions event hosted at First
Parish. We will welcome Dr. Jonathan Thompson, Senior Ecologist and
Director at Harvard Forest.

LIVE IN LINCOLN CENTER | THE CASK OF AMONTILLADO
Saturday, November 16 ¢ 8:00pm e Parish House

A Concert with Dramatic Reading of Edgar Allan Poe's The Cask of
Amontillado - a Choral Drama with Dave Elliott, narrator and members
of the acclaimed Nightingale Ensemble bringing Poe's chilling tale to
life through mesmerizing choral performances set to the haunting
music of Gesualdo. Gesualdo pairs perfectly with the macabre writing
for which Poe is most famous. Immerse yourself in the dramatic
storytelling and powerful harmonies that will transport you to another
world. $25 general/$18 student and low income at the door.

. THE FORUM | A VISION OF FPL’S FUTURE

Sunday, November 17 ¢ 11:30am e Stearns Room & Livestream
The Capital Campaign Team will present:

e OQOur shared vision for FPL: A home for spirituality,
intergenerational community, and action for justice and the
living earth

e Assessment of FPL’s strengths and challenges in realizing that
vision (how what we want maps onto what we have)

e The investments and capital improvements necessary to bring
our vision to life

e Next steps / timeline for the Capital Campaign

FALL RETREAT | BUILDING RESILIENCE IN COMMUNITY
~ Saturday, November 23 ¢ 10:30am e Parish House
| Join us for a day of spiritual grounding to unwind from a stressful

November and prepare for the holiday season. Immerse yourself in
© yoga, mindfulness, and spiritual letter writing.
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Values & Vision

BUILDING
COMMUNITY

NURTURING
SPIRITUALITY

PURSUING
JUSTICE

To be a spiritual home for
individuals from diverse
faith backgrounds where
each person can find help
and inspiration to foster
personal growth on their
own journey while in
community with others.

To be an open and
inclusive community that
learns to trust and work

To be a source of hope
and positive impact in our
communities, our region
and beyond by affirming
the dignity of all peoples
and caring for the living
earth.

with each other as we
celebrate, grieve, grow,
support, and serve
together.

Open & Welcoming

First Parish is an Open and Welcoming community church, affirming the dignity of all
people. We welcome all persons to full participation and belonging regardless of race,
ethnicity, religion, economic status, age, ability, sexual orientation, gender identity or
gender expression.

Having fulfilled the requirements to be recognized as an Open and Affirming
Congregation (UCC), First Parish is intentional about celebrating the presence and
participation of lesbhian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer persons in all aspects of
congregational life, fully and without qualification.

Contact OandW-TF@fplincoln.org for more information.

FIRST PARISH IN LINCOLN
(781) 259-8118 | www.fplincoln.org

Rev. Kit Novotny (she/her)
Co-Minister | kit@fplincoln.org
Sarah Klockowski (she/her)

Ministry Associate | sarah@fplincoln.org

Miranda Loud (she/her)

Music Director & Organist | miranda@fplincoln.org

Silvia Dieckow (she/her)
Parish Administrator | silvia@fplincoln.org

Rev. Nate Klug (he/him)

Co-Minister | nate@fplincoln.org

Lora Venesy (she/her)

Director of Religious Exploration | lora@fplincoln.org

Debby Adams (she/her)

Nursery Director



