
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Theme | Seeking... 
September 8, 2024 at 10 am 

The First Parish in Lincoln 
 A n  o p e n  a n d  w e l c o m i n g  c h u r c h 
 

INGATHERING SUNDAY 
“Seeking...Belonging” 



Welcome to First Parish 
Nurturing Spirituality | Building Community | Pursuing Justice 

We are an open and welcoming community church formed in 1942 by the union of the 
Congregational (1746) and Unitarian (1842) churches in Lincoln. Whoever you are, 

wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 
Land Acknowledgment. We gather today on the unceded homelands of the 
Massachusett and Nipmuc peoples. Let us strive to honor all indigenous peoples by 
joining their efforts to pursue justice and care for this land.  

 

If you are visiting this morning, we are so glad you are here! We hope you’ll 
join us for Coffee Hour after worship. Tell us about yourself or sign up for our 
mailing list by filling out a Virtual Connect Card. 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Give Online! Scan the QR code to contribute toward the Sunday Plate,  
a pledge, or a Special Offering.  

 
  

Livestream. You can view past services on 
our YouTube page. If you don’t wish to have 
your image included in a recording, please 
contact the church office or a minister. 
One License #A-732063 | CCS # 15261 

Ushers 
Andy Falender 

Jeani Hardcastle 
Joan Kimball 
Gary Taylor 

Assisted Listening Devices are available in 
the narthex. Please ask an usher for 
assistance. 
 

Children’s Program. All ages are 
invited to take part in church today, 
and to bring a stone forward at the 
end of the service. RE resumes next 
Sunday, with a Blessing of the 
Backpacks here in the sanctuary and 
then programs up the hill!  

We thank the following people for their contributions to today’s service. 

 Deacon 
Ben Wells 

Lay Leader 
Alida Zweidler-McKay 

Hospitality 
Jane O’Rourke 
Gina Halsted 

Altar Flowers 
FPL Gardeners 

Given in gratitude for the inspiring 
parishioners who created our 

beautiful garden behind the Parish 
House over twelve years ago. 



*All are invited to rise in body or spirit. 

SUNDAY, September 8, 2024 SEEKING... 
Welcome! Please enjoy the prelude in a spirit of meditation. 

PRELUDE 
Praeludium in G, opus 37 Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy (1809-1847) 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

WELCOME Rev. Nate Klug 

*OPENING WORDS 
From Singing the Living Tradition | Patricia Shuttee, adapted 

One: You and I and all of us blew about with the winds of summer... 
Many: Following the sun in different ways of freedom and play, finding rest in 
the cool stillness of shadows. 
One: Now it is time for gathering in. We come together at this time and in this 
place on the bridge of autumn. 
Many: Summer is fading backward into memory, and winter waits in snowy 
brilliance. 
One: We meet with eagerness and delight, needing one another for  
understanding. 
Many: We have joys and sorrows and hopes to share, questions, things we care  
about and want to help make better. 
One: Today, we are together in gladness, once more the special community that  
we call church. 

*OPENING HYMN | Gray 278 
Praise Be to God, the Almighty  LOBE DEN HERREN 

COVENANT | In Unison Ben Wells 

In the love of truth and in the spirit of Jesus 
We unite for the worship of God and the service of all. 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE Sarah Klockowski



 

SUNG RESPONSE 
We Give Thanks Wendy Luella Perkins (b. 1966); arr. Susan Peck 

O we give thanks for this precious day.  
For all gathered here, and those far away. 
For this time we share, with love and care,  
O we give thanks for this precious day. (repeat) 

FIRST READING  Rev. Kit Novotny 
“Over All” from the Tao te Ching, chapter 37| Lao Tzu, adapted by Ursula Le Guin  

The Way never does anything, 
and everything gets done. 
If those in power could hold to the Way, 
the ten thousand things 
would look after themselves. 
If even so they tried to act, 
I'd quiet them with the nameless, 
the natural. 

In the unnamed, in the unshapen, 
is not wanting. 
In not wanting is stillness. 
In stillness all under heaven rests. 

INTRODUCTION TO PRAYER  Alida Zweidler-McKay 

PRAYER HYMN | Gray 20 
Be Thou My Vision SLANE 

SILENT PRAYER & MEDITATION 

COMMUNITY PRAYERS  Rev. Kit Novotny and Sarah Klockowski 

PASTORAL PRAYER  Alida Zweidler-McKay 

 
 



 

UNISON PRAYER 
From Psalm 121 

I lift my eyes to the mountains. 
Ah, where is help to come from? 
Help comes from the Eternal, 
who made heaven and earth. 
The Eternal guards you, sheltering you. 
The Eternal will protect you as you come and go, 
now and forever. 
 

INTRODUCTION TO OFFERING Alida Zweidler-McKay 

OFFERTORY 
Toccata a Major Pier Domenico Paradies (1710-1792) 

*DOXOLOGY | In Unison 

From all that dwell below the skies Let the Creator’s praise arise 
Let the Redeemers’ names be sung Through every land by every tongue.  Amen. 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER | In Unison 

We give thanks for both these gifts and the givers, and we ask that we may use 
these gifts wisely and well, both to nurture the life of this congregation and to 
further the goals of justice and peace throughout the world.  

CHORAL ANTHEM 
Here Is My Home  text and music: Si Kahn (b. 1944); arr: Peter Amidon 

SECOND READING 
“Stones” | Conrad Tao 

In 2020, on most days, I took a walk north along the Hudson River. About 
two-thirds of the way up [was] a bank of mysterious stones. Stones stacked 
on top of each other, forming elegant, gravity-defying piles. I'll never forget 
the first time I encountered these stones, on my first walk up the river. The 
feeling of another person, the feeling of another, was very evident.  



 

When I first came across these stones, I wasn't sure if this was the effort of 
many people, or just one, but regardless — the feeling of somebody's 
hands, someone desiring to express, someone desiring to leave a trace of 
themselves — that was so palpable. So palpable, and so moving, especially 
at that time, when it was difficult to connect with people. And as I kept 
taking these walks, throughout the summer and fall, I observed change 
within the stones. Sometimes, they would nearly disappear, only a few 
shallow piles left that you could see if you looked hard enough. 

I later learned that these stones were the work of a local self-taught artist 
named Uliks Gryka. I was excited to learn this information, but there was a 
part of me that didn't necessarily care that much about who it was on the 
other side of these sculptures, because, at least, at the time I discovered 
the stones, they were unmistakable but fairly anonymous. Gryka wasn't 
leaving a signature — I believe he has in the past, but when I encountered 
the work, he wasn’t. There was something in that too. There was 
something about the simplicity and the confident humility of leaving the 
work there, to be seen, to be discovered, to be experienced; perhaps the 
trace was enough, and credit was secondary. 

SERMON Rev. Nate Klug 
Seeking...Belonging  

STONE COMMUNION 
You are invited to come forward to place a stone on our central table.  

*CLOSING HYMN | Gray 281 
O God, Our Help in Ages Past ST. ANNE 

*OUR CALL TO MINISTRY | In Unison Ben Wells 

We go forth from the worship of God to be faithful to the vision of Jesus 
To affirm each person’s dignity and to cherish the living earth. 

*BENEDICTION Rev. Nate Klug 

*CHORAL RESPONSE 
May Your Life Be as a Song words: Jim Scott (b. 1946); music: Yuri Zaritsky 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

POSTLUDE  
Prelude and Fugue in C, BWV 553  J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 

Feel free to depart or remain seated during our postlude. Please join us for Coffee Hour directly 
following worship in the Stearns Room! 

Please recycle this program. 
Bins are available in the narthex and the Stearns Room. 
 

 
 
 
 
  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

SACRED TEXTS | SEEKING WISDOM 
Tuesday, September 10 • 12:00pm • Zoom  

Sarah Klockowski, sarah@fplincoln.org 

MEDITATION SANGHA 
Tuesday, September 10 • 4:00pm • Stearns Room  

Joan Kimball & Ben Wells, selenejck@gmail.com 

CHOIR REHEARSAL 
Thursday, September 12 • 7:00pm • Parish House Auditorium  

Miranda Loud, miranda@fplincoln.org 

QUIET WALKS 
Friday, September 13 • 1:30pm • Local Trails (Location in News Brief)  

Andy Falender & Jackie Lenth  

YOUTH GROUP TRIP | CRADLES TO CRAYONS 
Saturday, September 14 • 1:00pm 

Lora Venesy, lora@fplincoln.org  

RALLY SUNDAY 
Sunday, September 15 • 10:00am • Sanctuary & Livestream 
 

Visit our website or sign up for weekly emails for program details and Zoom links. 
www.fplincoln.org 
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“FIRST PARISH IN ACTION” FAIR 
Sunday, September 22 • 11:30am • Parish House Auditorium 
Join us up the hill in the Parish House Auditorium after the service – 
we’ll have coffee and treats, and there will be an opportunity to learn 
more about some of the exciting opportunities to connect with others 
and do some good at First Parish this year. 

If you or your committee would like to have a table at the First Parish 
in Action Fair for the purpose of recruiting volunteers for a specific 
project, please write to Nate (nate@fplincoln.org) by September 15! 

THEOLOGY ON TAP 
Monday, September 23 • 7:30pm • The Tack Room 

Join Rev. Nate for an informal conversation over a soda or beer. This 
time we’ll be talking about the word “seeker,” in conjunction with our 
September worship theme. What are different ways we have of 
seeking the divine? How is desire connected to our spiritual 
experiences? Where did the term “spiritual but not religious” come 
from? Come to learn and share your ideas. 

THE FORUM | SPIRITUALS & NEW ROYALTIES INITIATIVE 
Sunday, September 29 • 11:30pm • Stearns Room & Livestream 

Stay after worship for a special forum with Music Director Miranda 
Loud, who will be presenting on a new royalties initiative for First 
Parish this year. Check out the September Parish News for more about 
this idea! 
 
 

EMBODIMENT SMALL GROUP 
Tuesday, September 24 • 7:00pm • Stearns Room 
A three-session small group on developing radical body acceptance 
with Sarah Klockowski. We’ll talk about the cultural challenges to 
embracing our unique embodiments and unpack biases around aging, 
ability, and body size. Sessions will include presentations, open 
dialogue, and embodiment practices. Registration required by Sept. 
13. 

mailto:nate@fplincoln.org


 

 


