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Sunday, March 12, 2023 ❖  10 a.m. 

The Third Sunday of Lent 

Worship Theme: Dwelling Places 



The First Parish in Lincoln 

The Third Sunday of Lent 
*All are invited to rise in body or spirit.  

PRELUDE              Ciacona, Buxwv 160       Dietrich Buxtehude 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

WELCOME                     Sarah Klockowski 

*OPENING WORDS   adapted from enfleshed 

One: All who are weary or heavy-laden,  
come and dwell in the presence of God. 

All:  We come with our grief, our anger, our fear, and our doubt  
trusting our whole being is welcome here. 

One: All who hunger for justice, the Spirit of Love calls, “come and 
follow!”  

All:  We come to hear and proclaim the Good News that sets us free. 
One: All who believe that Love is yet alive, come and feel the Spirit 

stirring. 
All:  We come, open to the miraculous and unexpected. 
One: God has gathered us in that we might be renewed together. 
All:  Let us worship with thanks and praise!  

*OPENING HYMN       O God, Our Help in Ages Past    Gray #281 

INVOCATION                  Rev. Kit Novotny 

COVENANT 

In the love of truth and in the spirit of Jesus 
We unite for the worship of God and the service of all. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

FIRST READING               “I dwell in Possibility”         Emily Dickinson 

 I dwell in Possibility – 
A fairer House than Prose – 
More numerous of Windows – 
Superior – for Doors – 

Of Chambers as the Cedars – 
Impregnable of eye – 
And for an everlasting Roof 
The Gambrels of the Sky –

 

Of Visitors – the fairest – 
For Occupation – This – 
The spreading wide my narrow Hands 
To gather Paradise – 

INTRODUCTION TO PRAYER 

PRAYER HYMN     How Lovely Is Your Dwelling    insert 

SILENCE 

 



COMMUNITY PRAYERS 

PASTORAL PRAYER            Sarah Bishop 

UNISON PRAYER         The Disciple’s Prayer, from enfleshed 

Mother of us all, 
who dwells within and beyond, 
Sacred is your name. 
May your holy vision for collective flourishing 
come to fruition among us. 
May your dreams of justice, love, compassion,  
and connection be enfleshed on earth. 
Provide us today with what we need  
to be nourished in body, soul, and heart. 
Forgive us for the harm we cause  
as we seek to forgive those who have harmed us. 
Lead us away from everything that destroys  
and liberate us from the hands of evil. 
For you are the ultimate source of hope. 
Your power-with exceeds all power-over. 
Your presence incites eternal wonder. 
All praise to you, our comfort and strength. 
Amen. 

OFFERTORY      Christ, the Life of All the Living          Flor Peeters  

*DOXOLOGY      

From all that dwell below the skies 
Let the Creator’s praise arise 
Let the Redeemers’ names be sung 
Through every land by every tongue.  Amen. 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER  

All: Dear Lord, we give thanks for both these gifts and the givers, and we ask 
that we may use these gifts wisely and well, both to nurture the life of this 
congregation and to further the goals of justice and peace throughout the 
world. Amen. 

CHORAL ANTHEM What Wondrous Love - Eric Nelson Tom Risser, soloist 

SECOND READING       Isaiah 5:8-10 

Woe to those who join house to house, 
    who add field to field, 
until there is room for no one, 
    and you are left to dwell alone 
    in the midst of the land! 

 



The Lord of hosts has sworn in my hearing: 
Surely many houses shall be desolate, 
    large and beautiful houses, without inhabitant. 
For ten acres of vineyard shall yield but one bath, 
    and a homer of seed shall yield a mere ephah. 

SERMON   Dwelling in Possibility            Sarah Klockowski 

COMMUNION HYMN   I Come With Joy      insert 

This morning’s deacons will now come forward to serve Communion. The deacons will pass the 
bread first, and then the trays of individual cups, which contain juice. Communion is always 
open and optional: all are welcome to take part in whatever way is right for you today.  

It is our custom at First Parish for each participant to take a piece of bread from the loaf as it 
is passed, choosing your own time to eat it; and when the cup comes, to hold the cup until 
everyone is served, so that we may all partake together. (Gluten free bread may be found in a 
small container on each tray.) 

RESPONSIVE READING     Adapted from Matthew 25:35-36  

One:  I was hungry, and you gave me food.  
All:  I was thirsty, and you gave me drink.  
One:  I was a stranger, and you welcomed me.  
All:  I was naked, and you clothed me.  
One:  I was sick, and you took care of me.  
All:  I was in prison, and you visited me.  

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

SHARING THE BREAD & CUP 

Minister: Gathered around a table, among friends, Jesus took bread, blessed it, 
broke it, and gave it to those who were with him, saying, “Take, eat; this is my 
body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

The bread will now be passed. You may take a portion and eat it when you feel ready. Once the 
congregation is served, the deacons will return to the table to serve each other and the minister 

MEDITATIVE HYMN   Eat This Bread               page 6 

Minister: In the same way, Jesus took the cup filled with wine, and, having given 
thanks for it, poured it out and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, drink. This 
cup is your new relationship with God.”  

The cups of juice will now be passed; please hold yours, using this time for quiet meditation and 
prayer, so that at the end, we may all drink the cup together. 

 Minister: Now, committing to the shared cup of liberation for all, and celebrating 
the abundance at the heart of all things, let us drink together. 
 

 

 



UNISON PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Bountiful God, we give you thanks that you have refreshed us at your table. 
Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another, and send us forth to imagine 
and build a new world in courage, peace, and joy. Amen.  

*CLOSING HYMN  Hail the Glorious Golden City    Gray #140 

*OUR CALL TO MINISTRY 

    We go forth from the worship of God 
    To be faithful to the vision of Jesus 
    To affirm each person’s dignity 
    And to cherish the living earth. 

*BENEDICTION 

*CHORAL RESPONSE  As We Leave This Friendly Place 

Words: Vincent Silliman, Music: J.S. Bach  

As we leave this friendly place, 
Love give light to every face; 
May the kindness which we learn 
Light our hearts till we return.          

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

POSTLUDE       Praeludium in g, VWV535      J.S. Bach 

 

 

 

 

➢   ➢ 

We are an open and welcoming community church formed in 1942 by the union of 
the Congregational (1746) and Unitarian (1842) churches in Lincoln.  

➢   ➢ 

If you are visiting, we invite you to sign up for our weekly news brief and monthly 
newsletter to learn more about classes and events in our community. Sign up on our 
website – www.fplincoln.org. You can also fill out a Virtual Connect Card using 
the QR Code to the right. We are glad you are here.  

➢   ➢ 

We will be streaming this service and it will be archived on YouTube. 
Please speak to an usher should you have any concerns in this regard. 

➢    ➢ 

We thank today’s ushers for their service: Anna Bishop, Tucker Smith, Kate Woll 

http://www.fplincoln.org/


This Week at First Parish & upcoming events 

The following programs are open to everyone. Drop in once or attend regularly. 

Come as you are and bring a friend if you’d like! 

 *Details and Zoom links for our programs are available on our website and the 

News brief. 

*The Forum: "An Introduction to Gospel Music" Sunday, March 12 after Worship 

Led by R.L. Smith 

On Sunday, March 12, please join us after coffee hour—at 11:40—to hear R.L. Smith give “An 

Introduction to Gospel Music.” R.L. has studied and sung gospel music for over thirty years. 

Many of us heard him last month with the Joyful Voices of Inspiration Gospel Choir. Several 

years ago, the Cambridge Center for Adult Education asked him to prepare a course on Gospel 

Music. Over the years he has tweaked and refined the presentation to reflect new insights and 

new information. The Racial Justice Advocates are so pleased to sponsor R.L. on March 12, and 

we hope you all can join us. 

*FPL Third Discussion on 21 Day Challenge      Monday, March 13, at 7pm 

zoom 

  Join Becca Fasciano (Outreach Committee) and Ken Hurd ( Racial Justice Advocates) in a 

discussion about the School Sponsored 21 Day Challenge on Antiracism, Inclusion, Diversity 

and Equity (AIDE). 

Weekly Meditation   Tuesday, March 7, at 4 pm 

    Led by Joan Kimball and Ben Wells 

 If you would like up-to-date information, contact Joan Kimball at selenejck@gmail.com to 

receive the weekly meditation emails. 

*Sacred Texts    Thursday, March 16, at 12 pm 

    Led By Sarah Klockowski 

Quiet Walks    Friday, March 17, at 1:30pm 

Led by Andy Falender and Jackie Lenth  

*SIP TALK LEARN  Sunday, March 19, 4 to 5:30pm 

Stearns Room & Zoom 

We will gather again in the Stearns Room to hear three minute stories told by community  

members. Do you have a passion for a hobby, your occupation or perhaps a story you can tell  

the assembled guests? Or do you know something we should know? The idea is that all guests  

will leave having learned something new and gotten to know you better. Everyone has at least  

one story to tell, right? We will be inviting people from the wider Lincoln Community as well  

this time so please reserve your slot by contacting Tucker Smith at tuckerwsmith@gmail.com 
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Movie Night: Luca  Wednesday, March 22, at 5pm 

Parish House, 14 Bedford Rd. Youth Programs Committee 

Aging with Wisdom  Monday, March 27th at 3:30pm 

Led by Olivia Hoblizelle  

Olivia, a long time friend of FPL, will lead our conversation on Monday, March 27, 3:30-5:00 

pm. A zoom link will follow. Olivia developed and taught one of the first Mind/Body medicine 

programs in the country, pioneered the integration of meditation, yoga and cognitive therapy 

with Western medicine, and trained health professionals at Harvard Medical School. All are 

welcome. 

 

 

 
 

New Member Luncheon  Sunday, March 19, 11:45pm-12:45pm, 

in the Donaldson Room up the hill in the Parish House (Stone Church, 14 Bedford Rd). This is an 

exciting season for First Parish, and we’re planning to welcome a group of new members into our 

church family on Easter Sunday, April 9, in worship. If you would like to learn more about 

becoming a member, please join Kit and Nate for this informal class and conversation after 

worship on March 19. We’ll hear a bit about each other’s spiritual journeys, learn about the 

unique history of First Parish, and talk about how the church works today. All are very welcome! 

Please RSVP to Kit at kit@fplincoln.org. A simple lunch will be provided, and childcare will be 

offered (please indicate if you need childcare). 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Parish in Lincoln 

www.fplincoln.org 

Revs Kit Novotny & Nate Klug, Co-Ministers; kit@fplincoln.org; nate@fplincoln.org 

Sarah Klockowski, Ministry Associate; sarah@fplincoln.org 

Lora Venesy, Religious Exploration Coordinator; lora@fplincoln.org 

Miranda Loud, Music Director and Organist; mirandaloud574@gmail.com 

Paris Parks, Livestream Coordinator 

Silvia Dieckow, Administrator; silvia@fplincoln.org 
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