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February’s Worship Theme: Love is a Verb  

The First Sunday in Lent 



The First Parish in Lincoln 

The First Sunday in Lent 
*All are invited to rise in body or spirit.  

PRELUDE              Alla Breve, BWV 589             J.S. Bach 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

WELCOME                    Rev. Kit Novotny 

*OPENING WORDS   From “Living Psalm 32” by Rev. Dr. Chris Davies  
     (by UCC Witness & Worship Artists’ Group) 

One: God, when folks are right with you, themselves, and their 
community, all is well. 

Many:  When all can witness the echoed rightness, there is peaceful 
stillness. 

One: God only knows when my vibes were off, so too was my spirit, my 
body, my being. 

Many:  With you, Holy One, I had to get right, again! 
One: I had to go deep, get authentic, find where my values did not align 

with my actions. 
Many:  And there you were! Ready to hold me close again and show me 

the Way. 
One: Listen: God is speaking to you, too, in that place. 
Many:  Steadfast love is for those who trust in the Wonder of Our God. 
One: For God loves us into our Growing. 
Many:  And here, in this moment, as we are: Joy, Joy, Joy! 
 

*OPENING HYMN       We Would Be One     Gray #318 

INVOCATION                Sarah Klockowski 

COVENANT                   Doug Crosby 

In the love of truth and in the spirit of Jesus 
We unite for the worship of God and the service of all. 

FIRST READING                Luke 6:27-31      Nate Klug

But I say to you who are listening: Love your enemies; do good to those who hate 
you; bless those who curse you; pray for those who mistreat you. If anyone strikes 
you on the cheek, offer the other also, and from anyone who takes away your coat 
do not withhold even your shirt. Give to everyone who asks of you, and if anyone 
takes away what is yours, do not ask for it back again. Do to others as you would 
have them do to you.

INTRODUCTION TO PRAYER             David Elmes  

 

 



PRAYER HYMN     Ubi Caritas - Jacques Berthier (Taizé)  
(Repeat several times, with variations by the choir) 

"Ubi caritas et amor, 
ubi caritas, Deus Ibi Est." 
 

"Where charity and love are, 
where there is love, God is there." 

SILENCE 

COMMUNITY PRAYERS               Sarah Klockowski & Rev. Nate Klug 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

UNISON PRAYER     A Muslim Prayer for Peace (Based on the Koran, 49:13, 8:61) 

Praise be to the Lord of the Universe who has created us and made us into tribes and 
nations, that we may know each other, not that we may despise each other. If the 
enemy inclines towards peace, do thou also incline towards peace, and trust in God, 
for the Lord is the one that heareth and knoweth all things. And the servants of God, 
Most Gracious are those who walk on the Earth in humility, and when we address 
them, we say “PEACE.”  

OFFERTORY        Les Barricades Mystérieuses  - François Couperin 

*DOXOLOGY      

From all that dwell below the skies 
Let the Creator’s praise arise 
Let the Redeemers’ names be sung 
Through every land by every tongue.  Amen. 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER  

All: Dear Lord, we give thanks for both these gifts and the givers, and we ask that 
we may use these gifts wisely and well, both to nurture the life of this congregation 
and to further the goals of justice and peace throughout the world. Amen. 

CHORAL ANTHEM There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy  
Calvin Hampton, text: Frederick Faber 

1. There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
like the wideness of the sea. 
There’s a kindness in God’s justice, 
which is more than liberty. 
There is plentiful redemption 
In the blood that has been shed, 
There is joy for all the members, 
In the sorrows of the Head. 

2. For the love of God is broader 
than the measures of the mind, 
and the heart of the Eternal 
is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more simple, 
we should rest upon God’s word, 
and our lives would be all sunshine 
In the sweetness of our Lord. 

3. Fearful souls why will you scatter 
Like a crowd of frightened sheep? 
Foolish hearts, why will you wander  
From a love so true and deep? 
There is welcome for the sinner 
And more graces for the good. 
There is mercy with the Savior, 
There is healing in his blood.



SECOND READING        From “The Empathy Exams” by Leslie Jamison 

Empathy isn’t just something that happens to us—a meteor shower of synapses 

firing across the brain—it’s also a choice we make: to pay attention, to extend 

ourselves. It’s made of exertion, that dowdier cousin of impulse. Sometimes we 

care for another because we know we should or because it’s asked for, but this 

doesn’t make our caring hollow. The act of choosing simply means we’ve 

committed ourselves to a set of behaviors greater than the sum of our individual 

inclinations. This confession of effort chafes against the notion that empathy should 

always rise unbidden, that genuine means the same thing as unwilled, that 

intentionality is the enemy of love. But I believe in intention and I believe in work. 

I believe in waking up in the middle of the night and packing our bags and leaving 

our worse selves for our better ones.  

SERMON    “On Enemies & Empathy”            Rev. Kit Novotny 

*CLOSING HYMN  “There's a Sweet, Sweet Spirit in This Place”       (next page) 

*OUR CALL TO MINISTRY             Doug Crosby 

    We go forth from the worship of God 
    To be faithful to the vision of Jesus 
    To affirm each person’s dignity 
    And to cherish the living earth. 
*BENEDICTION                  Rev. Kit Novotny 

*CHORAL RESPONSE  Sevenfold Amen 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

POSTLUDE      Fugue in d minor, Concerto BWV 596    J.S. Bach/Antonio Vivaldi 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

We are an open and welcoming community church formed in 1942 by the union of 
the Congregational (1746) and Unitarian (1842) churches in Lincoln.  

➢   ➢ 

If you are visiting, we invite you to sign up for our weekly news brief and monthly 
newsletter to learn more about classes and events in our community. Sign up on our 
website – www.fplincoln.org. You can also fill out a Virtual Connect Card using 
the QR Code to the right. We are glad you are here.  

➢   ➢ 

We will be streaming this service and it will be archived on YouTube. 
Please speak to an usher should you have any concerns in this regard. 

➢    ➢ 

We thank today’s ushers for their service: Mary Helen Lorenz, Ken Basset, and 
Jennie Morris. 

➢    ➢ 

Nursery Care will resume today, along with a small optional RE activity. 

 

This Week at First Parish & upcoming events 

The following programs are open to everyone. Drop in once or attend regularly. 

Come as you are and bring a friend if you’d like! 

 *Details and Zoom links for our programs are available on our website and the 

News brief. 

*The Forum: Buddhism and Mindfulness for Everyday Life 

 Stearns Room & Zoom   Sunday, February 26th after Worship 

In this four-session introduction and overview, we will look at the history of Buddhism and 

learn its core teachings, explore how these basic principles can enhance our happiness, wisdom, 

and compassion, and practice cultivating mindfulness-based meditation.  

*Big Questions Book Club  Monday, February 27th at 3:30pm    

Zoom      Led by Rev. Kit Novotny 

We will  discuss some big questions around topics like loss, grief, renewal, human fragility and 

resilience, and coping with life’s twists and turns. This month we'll be discussing an account of 

a church minister who survives cancer and other calamities, by Kit’s mentor and colleague Rev. 

Molly Baskette. (“How to Begin When Your World Is Ending: A Spiritual Field Guide to Joy 

Despite Everything“). 

 

http://www.fplincoln.org/


Weekly Meditation   Tuesday, February 28th at 4 pm 

    Led by Joan Kimball and Ben Wells 

 If you would like up-to-date information, contact Joan Kimball at selenejck@gmail.com to 

receive the weekly meditation emails. 

*Sacred Texts   Thursday, March 2nd at 12pm 

 Zoom   Led by Sarah Klockowski 

Quiet Walks    Friday, March 3rd at 1:30pm 

Led by Andy Falender and Jackie Lenth  

*Ladies Tea    Friday, February 3rd at 4 pm 

                 With Sarah Andrysiak  

*Lent Retreat   Saturday, March 4th from 10am-3pm 

A day of reflection and grounding through meditation, yoga, writing, and a sound bath. 

Childcare available upon request. Sign up via the link in the News Brief or on the website. 

 

Firepits for Five   Saturday, March 4th at 3:00pm 

Please email Lucy Sachs if you would like to join one and/or could provide a firepit: 

lucysachs@me.com. It is a great way to gather outside!  

 

 

New Member Luncheon  Sunday, March 19, 11:45pm-12:45pm, 

in the Donaldson Room up the hill in the Parish House (Stone Church, 14 Bedford Rd). This is 

an exciting season for First Parish, and we’re planning to welcome a group of new members 

into our church family on Easter Sunday, April 9, in worship. If you would like to learn more 

about becoming a member, please join Kit and Nate for this informal class and conversation 

after worship on March 19. We’ll hear a bit about each other’s spiritual journeys, learn about 

the unique history of First Parish, and talk about how the church works today. All are very 

welcome! Please RSVP to Kit at kit@fplincoln.org. A simple lunch will be provided, and 

childcare will be offered (please indicate if you need childcare). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The First Parish in Lincoln 

www.fplincoln.org 

Revs Kit Novotny & Nate Klug, Co-Ministers; kit@fplincoln.org; nate@fplincoln.org 

Sarah Klockowski, Ministry Associate; sarah@fplincoln.org 

Lora Venesy, Religious Exploration Coordinator; lora@fplincoln.org 

Miranda Loud, Music Director and Organist; mirandaloud574@gmail.com 

Paris Parks, Livestream Coordinator 

Silvia Dieckow, Administrator; silvia@fplincoln.org 
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