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SPECIAL MUSIC PRELUDE      

 

Choral and Organ Prelude       Miranda Loud, Music Director 

 

Noëls     Claude d’Aquin and Claude Balbastre 

 

In Dulci Jubilo                                            Dietrich Buxtehude 

 

Ding Dong, Merrily on High               French Medieval 

Tune arranged by Charles Wood 

 

O Holy Night        Adolphe Adam 

    Jessica Cooper, soprano 

 

Still, Still, Still       German Traditional Carol 

    Soloists: Jessica Cooper, Christine Jay, Jason Wang, and Tom Risser 

 

Torches              Jean Joubert 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*All are invited to rise in body or spirit. 

WELCOME             The Reverends Kit Novotny and Nate Klug 

*INTROIT   “Once in Royal David’s City”      

The soloist will sing verse 1, the choir verse 2. 

1. Once in royal David’s city 
Stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her baby 
In a manger for a bed; 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little child. 

2. Jesus came to earth from heaven, 
Who is God and Head of all, 
Sheltered in a rustic stable, 
Cradled in a common stall; 
With the poor and meek and lowly 
Lived on earth our Savior holy. 

Congregation Joins: 

3. From afar three magi journeyed 
To that stable rude and bare 
To pay homage to the baby 
Offering gifts both rich and rare; 
So may we, our gifts bestow 
Whether we be high or low. 

4. In that happy Christmas spirit, 
Hear the angels from on high 
Sing their ancient salutations:  
Joy’s a gift you cannot buy. 
So may we, with heart that sings,  
Share the truth this season bring.

*OPENING WORDS                Sarah Klockowski 

One: As the world spins towards the end of another year, we enter the 
story once again, 

Many:  To kneel together at the manger, to catch a glimpse of the mystery. 
One: A child born for us, amid mud and starlight, 

not just one day long ago,  
Many:  But again this very night.  
One: If only for a moment,  

may our restless hearts rest in the wonder of Christmas. 
All:  May peace be born anew. Amen. 

*PASSING THE PEACE                      Sarah Klockowski 

One: Peace be with you. 
All:  And also with you.  

All are invited to greet those around them with a sign of peace, such as a bow, wave, peace sign, 
handshake, or embrace. Please respect those who may wish to remain physically distant. If you 
see a nearby camera, feel free to greet to those worshipping with us at home. 

 

 

 



*OPENING HYMN        “O Come All Ye Faithful” 

1. O come all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem, 
Come and behold him, 
Born the king of angels; 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
Christ, the Lord! 

2. Sing, choirs of angels 
Sing in exultation 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God 
All glory in the highest 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
Christ, the Lord! 

3. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning, 
Jesus, to thee be all glory given; 
Word of our God, now in flesh appearing: 
O come, let us adore him, O come let us adore him 
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 

INVOCATION                 Rev. Nate Klug 

THE STORY OF CHRISTMAS IN LESSONS AND MUSIC 

FIRST LESSON & LIGHTING OF THE CHRISTMAS CANDLE   

   Isaiah 9:2, 6        Samantha Donaldson 
    A light shines in the darkness 

ANTHEM   “Es ist ein Ros’ entsprungen”         Hugo Distler 

(translation of the German) 
Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming 
From tender stem hath sprung! 
Of Jesse’s lineage coming, 
As men of old have sung. 
It came, a flow’ret bright, 
Amid the cold of winter, 
When half-spent was the night. 

*CAROL “Away in a Manger” 
  Tune: W.J. Kirkpatrick 

1. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay, 
The little Lord Jesus asleep in the hay. 



 

2. The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
I love Thee, Lord Jesus,  
look down from the sky 
And stay by my cradle ‘til morning is nigh.

SECOND LESSON         Luke 2:1-7                  Sophie Moynihan 
For unto us a child is born 

ANTHEM         “Christmas Night”            John Rutter 

*CAROL   “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

1. O Little Town of Bethlehem 
How still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting light 
The hopes and fear of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight. 

2. For Christ is born of Mary 
And gathered all above 
While mortals sleep the angels keep 
Their watch of wondering love 
O morning stars together 
Proclaim the holy birth 
Let praises sing; form God they bring 
Good will to all on earth. 

3. How silently, how silently, 
The wondrous gift is given! 
So god imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of his heaven. 
No ear may hear this coming, 
But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will be open 
The dear Christ enters in. 

4. O holy child of Bethlehem 
Descend to us, we pray, 
Cast out our sin and enter in, 
Be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels, 
The great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Emmanuel! 

THIRD LESSON  Luke 2:8-14        Evie Packineau 
The Angels appear 

ANTHEM   “Sussex Carol”      David Willcocks 

*CAROL   “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

1. Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o'er the plain 
And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strain 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

2. Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be? 
Which inspire your heavenly song? 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

 



3. Come to Bethlehem and see 
Christ Whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee, 
Christ, the Lord, the newborn King. 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

FOURTH LESSON Luke 2:15-20             Lucy Reiner 
Shepherds witness the miracle  

ANTHEM   “Born Among Us This Night”       Music: Carson Cooman 
             Text: Richard Leach 

Will you leave the light of heaven 
for the shadows of this earth, 
turn from songs that know your glory 
to the questions of your worth? 
It is love that leads to leaving, 
love will bring you to our side; 
we will know you, Love incarnate, 
born among us in the night. 

Will you leave the way of power 
that can call the stars by name, 
to be found within a manger, 
lit by olive oil aflame? 
It is love that leads to leaving, 
love that lays its power aside; 
we will name you, Christ our brother, 
born among us in the night. 

Will you leave the endless giving, 
truth that sings and love that flows, 
for a world whose way is grasping, 
hands that clutch and hearts that close? 
It is love that leads to leaving, 
love whose arms are open wide; 
and our hearts will open to you, 
born among us in the night. 

EVENING PRAYER                        Ben Wells, Deacon 

OFFERING 

The entirety of this evening’s Christmas Special Offering will benefit WATCH, a Waltham 
community organization known for its advocacy around housing and empowering 
underrepresented residents through civic engagement and education. 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM “Star Carol”                   John Rutter 

FIFTH LESSON  “Narrative Theology #1”    by Padraig O’ Tuama 

And I said to him 
Are there answers to all of this? 
And he said 
The answer is in a story 
And the story is being told.  



And I said 
But there is so much pain 
And she answered, plainly, 
Pain will happen.  
Then I said 
Will I ever find meaning? 
And they said 
You will find meaning 
Where you give meaning.  
The answer is in a story 
And the story isn’t finished. 

REFLECTION  “Christmas Cliffhangers”          Rev. Kit Novotny 

CAROL AND THE PASSING OF THE LIGHT  

“Silent Night”        Choral descants by Murray Forbes Sommerville  
Please remain seated as ushers pass the light. 

1. Silent night, holy night, 
All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy infant so tender and mild 
Sleep in heavenly Peace, 
Sleep in heavenly Peace. 

2. Silent night, holy night 
Shepherds quake, at the sight 
Glories stream form heaven afar, 
Heavenly hosts sing alleluia 
Christ the savior is born! 
Christ the savior is born! 

3. Silent night, holy night,  
Son of God, love’s pure light, 
Radiant beams from thy holy face,  
With the dawn of redeeming grace; 
Jesus, Lord at thy birth, Jesus,  
Lord at thy birth.  Amen. 

MEDITATION ON THE LIGHT              Sarah Klockowski 

*CAROL  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 

1. Hark! the herald angels sing  
“Glory to the newborn king: 
Peace on earth and mercy mild 
God and sinners reconciled! 
Joyful all ye nations rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies 
With angelic host proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn king! 

2. Christ by highest heaven adored 
Christ the everlasting Lord! 
Late in time behold him come, 
Offspring of the Virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see 
Hail the incarnate deity, 
Pleased as man with men to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
Hark the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn king! 



         3. Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the son of righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
Risen with healing in his wings, 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
Born that we no more may die, 
Born to raise us from the earth, 
Born to give us second birth.  
Hark the herald angels sing 
“Glory to the newborn king!” 

*A CHRISTMAS BLESSING          The Ministers 
“The Work of Christmas” by Howard Thurman 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 
when the star in the sky is gone, 
when the kings and princes are home, 
when the shepherds are back with their flocks, 
the work of Christmas begins: 
to find the lost, 
to heal the broken, 
to feed the hungry, 
to release the prisoner, 
to rebuild the nations, 
to bring peace among the people, 
to make music in the heart. 

POSTLUDE       “In Dulci Jubilo”     J.S. Bach 

 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are an open and welcoming community church formed in 1942 by the union of 
the Congregational (1746) and Unitarian (1842) churches in Lincoln.  

➢   ➢ 

First Parish is very excited to have completed the set up for Live streaming of 
worship services. We will stream and record in-person services going forward. We 
want to take this moment to advise our congregation that these recordings will be 
archived on YouTube.  

Please speak to an usher should you have any concerns in this regard. 

➢   ➢ 

If you are visiting, we invite you to sign up for our weekly news brief and monthly 
newsletter to learn more about classes and events in our community. Sign up on our 
website – www.fplincoln.org. You can also fill out a Virtual Connect Card using 
the QR Code to the right. We are glad you are here. 
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Cover Image: Ponder, Paper lace with watercolor, by Hannah Garrity, Inspired by 
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Christmas Offering 

This year, we gratefully accept your offering on behalf will be given to WATCH.   
Checks payable to First Parish in Lincoln with “Christmas offering” in the memo 
line may be dropped in the plate at any upcoming service, or mailed to FPL, P. O. 
Box 6218, Lincoln MA 01773-6218. 

Thank Yous! 

We thank the ushers who greeted you tonight: Andy Clark, Tucker and RL Smith, 
and Chris and Barbara Hamilton.  

Grateful thanks to Nancy Henderson for the flowers and greens decorating the 
sanctuary tonight, and to Deacons Ben Wells and Andy Clark for helping 
coordinate this evening’s service.  

Thank you to the members of the choir for their service tonight and the rest of the 
year: 

Chris Andrysiak, Sarah Andrysiak, Adam Bailey, Sarah Bishop, Steven Brand, 
Mary Briggs, Carol Bull, Jessica Cooper, Mark Deck, James DeNormandie, Jona 
Donaldson, Deanna Elineema, Ruth Ann Hendrickson, Wendy Horwitz, Jacqueline 
Laferrier, Deanna Johnson, Steve Johnson, Robin Moira Jones, Mike Killick, 
Gabriel Kramp, Ginny Lemire, Jackie Lenth, Bara Levin, Richard Mandelkorn, 
Joan Mansfield, Vicki Mielke, Bonnie Mohr, Nick Morgan, Evie Packineau, Tom 
Risser, Lucy Sachs, Bernadette Yao 

We are grateful to welcome our special soloists for Christmas Eve 9 PM: Christine 
Jay, Jessica Cooper and Jason Wang. 

Upcoming Worship 

There will be NO worship service held tomorrow, Christmas morning, Dec 25.  

On Sunday, January 1st at 10 a.m. Joan Kimball and Ben Wells  will lead a service 
of quiet reflection and meditation in the Stearns Room. All are welcome. Please 
note – neither Religious Education nor nursery childcare will be offered during this 
service. 

Please visit our website – www.fplincoln.org for information about the church, past 
sermons and prayers, and descriptions of upcoming events and Sunday School 
programs, and “like” us on Facebook or “follow” us on Instagram to receive news 
about upcoming programs and events. 

 

 



 


