
 

THE FIRST PARISH IN LINCOLN 
An Open and Welcoming Church 

 

 

 
Lauren Wright Pittman | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

 

Sunday, December 18, 2022 ❖  10 a.m. 

Advent Worship Theme: Enfleshed 

 



The First Parish in Lincoln 

Fourth Sunday in Advent 

*All are invited to rise in body or spirit. 

PRELUDE     Variations on 'Noel Nouvelet' - David Lasky 

RINGING OF THE BELL    

WELCOME                      Sarah Klockowski 

*OPENING WORDS   from enfleshed            Sarah Klockowski 

One: The presence of God is found, not in abstract heavens but here, in 
the Earth of things: 

All: In the shrill cry of life first emerging from a womb. 
In communities that gather round.  

            In the land that holds us and the water that enables us. 
One: God is found in the possibilities of new life to come – 
All:  Possibility for relationship. Possibility for intimacy.  

Possibility for seismic shifts around us. 
All:  Come, let us rejoice with anticipation, open to transformation. 

*OPENING HYMN     “There's a Voice in the Wilderness Calling” NCH #120 (p.6) 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH    

Micah 5:2-5a   Jen Holleran, Andrew Clark, Jasper Clark, Quinn Clark 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
    who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
    one who is to rule in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, 
    from ancient days. 
Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
    when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
then the rest of his kindred shall return 
    to the people of Israel. 
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
    in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
    to the ends of the earth, 
and he shall be the one of peace. 

COVENANT                     Holleran/Clark Family 

In the love of truth and in the spirit of Jesus 
We unite for the worship of God and the service of all. 

 

 



PASSING THE PEACE                        Sarah Klockowski 
One: Peace be with you. 
All:  And also with you.  

All are invited to greet those around them with a sign of peace, such as a bow, wave, peace sign, 
handshake, or embrace. Please respect those who may wish to remain physically distant. If you 
see a nearby camera, feel free to greet to those worshipping with us at home. 

TIME FOR ALL AGES             Rev.s Kit Novotny & Nate Klug 

FIRST READING      “The Risk of Birth” by Madeline L’Engle     

This is no time for a child to be born, 
With the earth betrayed by war & hate 
And a comet slashing the sky to warn 
That time runs out & the sun burns late. 
That was no time for a child to be born,  
In a land in the crushing grip of Rome; 
Honour & truth were trampled by scorn — 
Yet here did the Saviour make his home. 
When is the time for love to be born? 
The inn is full on the planet earth, 
And by a comet the sky is torn — 
Yet Love still takes the risk of birth. 

INTRODUCTION TO PRAYER         

PRAYER HYMN   “In the Bleak Midwinter” Gray #241 

SILENCE 

COMMUNITY PRAYERS               

PASTORAL PRAYER                         Andrew Clark 

EMBODIED PRAYER      From Julian of Norwich    

AWAIT (hands at waist, cupped up to receive).  

ALLOW (reach up, hands open).  

ACCEPT (hands at heart, cupped towards body). 

ATTEND (hands outstretched, ready to be responsive).  

OFFERTORY   Noel and Variations - Louis-Claude Daquin 

*DOXOLOGY     From all that dwell below the skies 
Let the Creator’s praise arise 
Let the Redeemers’ names be sung 
Through every land by every tongue.  Amen. 
 
 
 



*OFFERTORY PRAYER    

All: Dear Lord, we give thanks for both these gifts and the givers, and we ask that 
we may use these gifts wisely and well, both to nurture the life of this congregation 
and to further the goals of justice and peace throughout the world. Amen. 

CHORAL ANTHEM    Ding Dong! Merrily on High - arr. Charles Wood 

SECOND READING   Matthew 1:18-25 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be 
pregnant from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and 
unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. But just 
when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 
and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the 
child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to 
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to 
fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 

“Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, 
    and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel 
of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife but had no marital relations 
with her until she had given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus. 

NATIVITY PAGEANT           

*CLOSING HYMN “Joy to the World”   Red #130 

*OUR CALL TO MINISTRY                   

    We go forth from the worship of God 
    To be faithful to the vision of Jesus 
    To affirm each person’s dignity 
    And to cherish the living earth. 
*BENEDICTION                   Sarah Klockowski 

*CHORAL RESPONSE   Gloria    Jacques Berthier 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

POSTLUDE     Festal Flourish on 'Ding Dong! Merrily On High' - David Lasky 

RINGING OF THE BELL      

 

➢   ➢ 

We are an open and welcoming community church formed in 1942 by the union of 
the Congregational (1746) and Unitarian (1842) churches in Lincoln.  

 



Pageant Cast List: 

Star:   Natalia Brook 
Mary:  Charlotte Graves 
Joseph:  Joey Kelly 
Donkey:  Charlie Kelly 

Inn Keeper:  Serena Ring 
Ox:    Lucien Packineau 
Donkey:   CC Hogue 
Shepard:   Benson Packineau 

Sheep:  Sophie Moynihan, Gwendolyn Klug, Mizzie May Kelly 
Angels:  Madeline Parker-Roland, Caroline Graves, Viviana Brook, Zoe Klug, 

     Catherine Graves 
Kings:  Ryan Donaldson, Daniel Brook, Camden Parker-Roland 

➢   ➢ 

Thanksgiving Special Offering Update 

Thank you, First Parish from your Outreach Team - your donations supporting St 
Vincent de Paul Food Pantry totaled just over $5200. FPL shoppers will be 
delivering nourishing foods to the Lincoln Food Pantry right after Christmas.  Our 
support will help get the Pantry clients through the cold winter months ahead. Your 
generosity is greatly appreciated 

➢   ➢ 

We thank today’s ushers for their service:  

Sarah and Larry Cannon-Holden, Margaret Olson, Katy Walker 

➢   ➢ 

First Parish is very excited to have completed the set up for Live streaming of 
worship services. We will stream and record in-person services going forward. We 
want to take this moment to advise our congregation that these recordings will be 
archived on YouTube.  

Please speak to an usher should you have any concerns in this regard. 

➢   ➢ 

If you are visiting, we invite you to sign up for our weekly news brief and monthly 
newsletter to learn more about classes and events in our community. Sign up on our 
website – www.fplincoln.org. You can also fill out a Virtual Connect Card using 
the QR Code to the right. We are glad you are here. 
 
 

 The First Parish in Lincoln 

www.fplincoln.org 

Rev.s Kit Novotny & Nate Klug, Co-Ministers; kit@fplincoln.org;nate@fplincoln.org 

Sarah Klockowski, Ministry Associate; sarah@fplincoln.org 

Lora Venesy, Religious Exploration Coordinator; lora@fplincoln.org 

Miranda Loud, Acting Music Director and Organist; mirandaloud574@gmail.com 

Paris Parks, Livestream Coordinator 

Silvia Dieckow, Administrator; silvia@fplincoln.org 

http://www.fplincoln.org/
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This Week at First Parish  

The following programs are open to everyone. Drop in once or attend regularly. 

Come as you are and bring a friend if you’d like! 

 *Details and Zoom links for our programs are available on our website and the 

News brief. 

Weekly Meditation  Tuesday, December 20th at 4 pm 

   Led by Joan Kimball and Ben Wells 

If you would like up-to-date information, contact Joan Kimball at selenejck@gmail.com  

to receive the weekly meditation emails. 

 

Upcoming Events 

 Look ahead to some more events later this month 

Handbell Holiday Concert  Tuesday, December 20th at 7pm 

Bemis Hall Auditorium   Free to attend. Donations gratefully accepted. 

Gather with other FPL "Ladies" for an hour of shared stories, memories, dreams and reflections. 

Host Sarah Andrysiak will bring a question to guide the sharing 

Solstice Service    Wednesday, December 21 th at 7pm 

Rainbow Chairs   

First Parish in Lincoln welcomes you to celebrate the longest night of the year at our annual 

Solstice Service. Join us around the fire as we honor the darkness and await the light in 

community.. 

Christmas Eve Services   Saturday, December 24 th at 5pm and 9pm  

In Person and Online    (with special music prelude at 8:30pm)  

Help us plan for our Christmas Eve services! If you intend to join us in person let us know by 

taking a brief survey, indicating the number in your group and which service you will be 

attending.    Note: There will be NO worship service held on Christmas morning, Dec 25.  

Meditation Service   Sunday, January 1st at 10am 

Stearns Room     

Welcome the new year with our traditional Meditation Service led by Joan Kimball and Ben 

Wells.     Note: neither RE nor nursery care will be offered during this service.  

Save the Date:     Tuesday January 10, 6 - 7 pm.  

First Parish Lincoln Racial Justice Advocates is sponsoring the UU Urban Ministry virtual 

Community Conversation on “Resolving to Do Better: Banks and Black Owned Businesses”. 

The speaker is Mark Watson, President of Potlikker Capital, a non-profit charitable loan fund 

supporting BIPOC farmers at the intersection of racial and climate justice.  Please join us, so 

put this on your calendar and look for details after the holidays!  

mailto:selenejck@gmail.com


 



 


