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The First Parish in Lincoln 

Third Sunday in Advent 

*All are invited to rise in body or spirit. 

PRELUDE    Variations on O Come, O Come Emmanuel        James Woodman 

RINGING OF THE BELL    

WELCOME                            Rev. Nate Klug 

*OPENING WORDS     

One: The days darken early. We light our candles. We huddle together, 
seeking the warmth of story and song. 

All:   Ancestors come nearer. Old words find new meanings. 
One: And in the courage of a young woman, we hear a call to feed the 

hungry, to lift up the lowly. 
All:  Together, we move towards the solstice, the fires of love and 

justice sparking in our hearts. 

*OPENING HYMN     Canticle of the Turning, v. 1-2 (page 7)          Sarah Klockowski  

  Steve Johnson, guitar 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH   Jessica, Jason, Evie, Ben, and Luc Packineau 

Luke 1:46-53 
And Mary said,  

“My soul magnifies the Lord,  

and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

for he has looked with favor on the lowly state of his servant. 

Surely from now on all generations will call me blessed, 

for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

and holy is his name; 

indeed, his mercy is for those who fear him 

from generation to generation. 

He has shown strength with his arm; 

he has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He has brought down the powerful from their thrones 

and lifted up the lowly;  

he has filled the hungry with good things 

and sent the rich away empty.” 

COVENANT            The Packineau Family  

In the love of truth and in the spirit of Jesus 
We unite for the worship of God and the service of all. 

 



 

TIME FOR OUTREACH          Daria Gere, Executive Director 

Waltham Alliance for Teaching, Community Organizing, and Housing 

SUNG RESPONSE        Canticle of the Turning, v. 3-4 

FIRST READING      From “Revelations of Divine Love” Julian of Norwich      

God showed me something small, no bigger than a hazelnut, lying 
in the palm of my hand.  
It seemed to me as round as a ball.  
I gazed at it and thought, ‘What can this be?’  
The answer came thus, ‘It is everything that is made.’  
I marveled how this could be, for it was so small it seemed it might 
fall suddenly into nothingness.  
Then I heard the answer, ‘It lasts, and ever shall last, because God 
loves it.  
‘All things have their being in this way by the grace of God.’ 

INTRODUCTION TO PRAYER        Ben Wells 

PRAYER HYMN   Mary, Woman of the Promise, v. 1-3 (page 9) 

SILENCE 

COMMUNITY PRAYERS              Rev. Kit Novotny & Sarah Klockowski 

PASTORAL PRAYER                       Hauwa Ibrahim  

EMBODIED PRAYER      From Julian of Norwich    

AWAIT (hands at waist, cupped up to receive).  

ALLOW (reach up, hands open).  

ACCEPT (hands at heart, cupped towards body). 

ATTEND (hands outstretched, ready to be responsive).  

OFFERTORY    Quem Pastores   Helmut Walcha 

*DOXOLOGY     From all that dwell below the skies 
Let the Creator’s praise arise 
Let the Redeemer’s names be sung 
Through every land by every tongue.  Amen. 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER    

All: Dear Lord, we give thanks for both these gifts and the givers, and we ask that 
we may use these gifts wisely and well, both to nurture the life of this congregation 
and to further the goals of justice and peace throughout the world. Amen. 

CHORAL ANTHEM    Es ist ein Ros (Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming)   Hugo Distler 
    Translation can be found in Red #131.           

 



 

SECOND READING   “Wait”  Galway Kinnell 

Wait, for now. 
Distrust everything if you have to. 
But trust the hours. Haven’t they 
carried you everywhere, up to now? 
Personal events will become interesting again. 
Hair will become interesting. 
Pain will become interesting. 
Buds that open out of season will become interesting. 
Second-hand gloves will become lovely again; 
their memories are what give them 
the need for other hands. The desolation 
of lovers is the same: that enormous emptiness 
carved out of such tiny beings as we are 
asks to be filled; the need 
for the new love is faithfulness to the old. 

Wait. 
Don’t go too early. 
You’re tired. But everyone’s tired. 
But no one is tired enough. 
Only wait a little and listen: 
music of hair, 
music of pain, 
music of looms weaving our loves again. 
Be there to hear it, it will be the only time, 
most of all to hear your whole existence, 
rehearsed by the sorrows, play itself into total exhaustion. 

SERMON               “Tales from the Book of the Body”    Rev. Nate Klug 

*CLOSING HYMN On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry Red, #115  

*OUR CALL TO MINISTRY                   

    We go forth from the worship of God 
    To be faithful to the vision of Jesus 
    To affirm each person’s dignity 
    And to cherish the living earth. 
*BENEDICTION          

*CHORAL RESPONSE   Gloria     Jacques Berthier 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

POSTLUDE     Hark, a Thrilling Voice is Sounding Malcolm Archer 

   



➢   ➢ 

We are an open and welcoming community church formed in 1942 by the union of 
the Congregational (1746) and Unitarian (1842) churches in Lincoln.  

➢   ➢ 

The flowers are dedicated to our magical new choir director, Miranda Loud. You 
bring joy to the sanctuary, you conjure memories of your father's rich and resonant 
voice in song, you remind us of your mother's 
dedication to cherishing the living earth.  

➢   ➢ 

Your OUTREACH Committee selected WATCH, a Waltham community 
organization, for this year’s Christmas Special Offering. 

WATCH is known for its advocacy around housing and empowering 
underrepresented residents through civic engagement and education.  

Today we welcome Daria Gere, Executive Director of WATCH since 2013, to First 
Parish. She is known as an organizer for community based nonprofits bringing her 
passion for justice to everything she does. 

Daria will join us for coffee after the service and welcomes your questions and 
interest in the work WATCH does.  

➢   ➢ 

We thank today’s ushers for their service:  

Mimsy Beckwith, Rosaline Salifu, Jane O'Rourke, Rachel Mason  

➢   ➢ 

First Parish is very excited to have completed the set up for Live streaming of 
worship services. We will stream and record in-person services going forward. We 
want to take this moment to advise our congregation that these recordings will be 
archived on YouTube.  

Please speak to an usher should you have any concerns in this regard. 

➢   ➢ 

If you are visiting, we invite you to sign up for our weekly news brief and monthly 
newsletter to learn more about classes and events in our community. Sign up on our 
website – www.fplincoln.org. You can also fill out a Virtual Connect Card using 
the QR Code to the right. We are glad you are here.  

 

 

 

http://www.fplincoln.org/


This Week at First Parish  

The following programs are open to everyone. Drop in once or attend regularly. 

Come as you are and bring a friend if you’d like! 

 *Details and Zoom links for our programs are available on our website and the 

News brief. 

20s-30s Group   Sunday, December 11th at 11:30am (after worship) 

Tack Room in Lincoln                

Calling all Millennial(ish) members and friends! First Parish is looking to start up a group for 

those of us in our 20s-30s to meet regularly for fun and community building. Join Sarah K for 

our first gathering at the Tack Room after worship this Sunday! 

Ninth Graders @ First Parish Dinner Sunday, December 11th from 5:30-7pm  

Window Room (top floor of the Parish House)              

 There will be something fun, time to reflect together on the deeper meaning of the holiday 

season, and some time to brainstorm a service project together in the new year.  

Weekly Meditation  Tuesday, December 13th at 4 pm 

   Led by Joan Kimball and Ben Wells 

If you would like up-to-date information, contact Joan Kimball at selenejck@gmail.com  

to receive the weekly meditation emails. 

Embodied Glory, Part 2 * Wednesday, December 14th from 12-1pm 

On Zoom    

Join Sarah Klockowski on Zoom for a presentation and "sermon talk-back" following up on her 

message from November 27th. We'll trace the history of anti-fatness back to its roots in slavery, 

colonization, and Protestant morality as well as consider the ongoing impacts of anti-fatness 

today 

Soul Matters   Friday, December 16th at 1:30 pm 

Engagement Group  Led by Paula Waterman 

Garrison Room 

Ladies Tea    Friday, December 16th at 4 pm 

In person              With Sarah Andrysiak  
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Upcoming Events 

 Look ahead to some more events later this month 

Handbell Holiday Concert  Tuesday, December 20th at 7pm 

Bemis Hall Auditorium   Free to attend. Donations gratefully accepted. 

Gather with other FPL "Ladies" for an hour of shared stories, memories, dreams and reflections. 

Host Sarah Andrysiak will bring a question to guide the sharing 

Solstice Service    Wednesday, December 21 th at 7pm 

Rainbow Chairs   

First Parish in Lincoln welcomes you to celebrate the longest night of the year at our annual 

Solstice Service. Join us around the fire as we honor the darkness and await the light in 

community.. 

Christmas Eve Services   Saturday, December 24 th at 5pm and 9pm  

In Person and Online    (with special music prelude at 8:30pm)  

Help us plan for our Christmas Eve services! If you intend to join us in person let us know by 

taking a brief survey, indicating the number in your group and which service you will be 

attending. 

Meditation Service   Sunday, January 1st at 10am 

Stearns Room     

Welcome the new year with our traditional Meditation Service led by Joan Kimball and Ben 

Wells. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The First Parish in Lincoln 

www.fplincoln.org 

Rev.s Kit Novotny & Nate Klug, Co-Ministers; kit@fplincoln.org;nate@fplincoln.org 

Sarah Klockowski, Ministry Associate; sarah@fplincoln.org 

Lora Venesy, Religious Exploration Coordinator; lora@fplincoln.org 

Miranda Loud, Acting Music Director and Organist; mirandaloud574@gmail.com 

Paris Parks, Livestream Coordinator 

Silvia Dieckow, Administrator; silvia@fplincoln.org 
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