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*All are invited to rise in body or spirit. 

PRELUDE       Divinum mysterium - Wilbur Held  

RINGING OF THE BELL 

WELCOME                   Sarah Klockowski 

*OPENING WORDS    from enfleshed 

Minister: God comes to dwell among us. 

People:  In flesh like ours.  

In flesh like our neighbors.  

In flesh like the creatures and creations of the earth. 

Minister: Made in the image of God, all life and all lives are potential sites of 

the Sacred. 

People:  Every moment is an opportunity enflesh the Holy among us. 

Minister: Where there is beauty and connection,  

liberation and freedom, practices of care and compassion: 

All:  The presence of God is among us. 

*OPENING HYMN      “People Look East”   (Gray #226) 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH   Isaiah 11:1-5  

    Jessica Cooper, Nick Morgan, Zoe Carey and Stephen Carey  

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

In days to come 

    the mountain of the Lord’s house 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains 

    and shall be raised above the hills; 

all the nations shall stream to it. 

    Many peoples shall come and say, 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 

    to the house of the God of Jacob, 

that he may teach us his ways 

    and that we may walk in his paths.” 

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction 

    and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

He shall judge between the nations 

    and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 



 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares 

    and their spears into pruning hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation; 

    neither shall they learn war any more. 

O house of Jacob, 

    come, let us walk 

in the light of the Lord! 

COVENANT    

In the love of truth and in the spirit of Jesus 

We unite for the worship of God and the service of all. 

FIRST READING              John 1:1-5, 14           

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, 

and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him 

was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness did not overtake it… And the Word became flesh and lived among 

us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a parent’s only son, full of grace and 

truth. 

INTRODUCTION TO PRAYER        

PRAYER HYMN       “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” (Red #104)  

SILENCE 

COMMUNITY PRAYERS      

PASTORAL PRAYER                     Judy Casarella 

UNISON PRAYER      from enfleshed, adapted 

Take flesh in our hands, that they might cook meals that nourish,  

plant seeds that grow life, create art that inspires, touch tenderly bodies that ache. 

Take flesh in our voice, that we might call for the mighty to be torn from their 

thrones, speak words of compassion and love,  

and whisper “thank you” to every source of beauty that upholds us. 

Take flesh in our gut, in our bones, in our deepest places of knowing  

that we might listen to that which moves us without words, to the wisdom of 

feeling, to that which we have silenced by the tyranny of reason. 

Take flesh in our skin, our curves, our wrinkles, our scars, in every detail of these 

bodies, that we might begin to honor the holy we wear. 

Take flesh in our eyes that we might weep tears worthy  

of all that has been lost, all that has been taken, all that has been betrayed. 



Take flesh, O God, in our beating hearts, that we might keep fighting for collective 

life, keep believing in divine possibilities, keep loving despite our trembling,  

keep turning towards each other.  Come, O come, Emmanuel. 

OFFERING   “Comfort, Comfort ye My People” - Egil Hovland 

*DOXOLOGY     From all that dwell below the skies 

Let the Creator’s praise arise 

Let the Redeemer’s names be sung 

Through every land by every tongue.  Amen. 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER    

Dear Lord, we give thanks for both these gifts and the givers, and we ask 

that we may use these gifts wisely and well, both to nurture the life of 

this congregation and to further the goals of justice and peace throughout 

the world.  Amen.                

CHORAL ANTHEM       “Of the Parent's Heart Begotten”          

SECOND READING   from Beloved, by Toni Morrison 

In the silence that followed, Baby Suggs, holy, offered up to them her great big 

heart… 

“Here,” she said, “in this here place, we flesh; flesh that weeps, laughs; flesh that 

dances on bare feet in grass. Love it. Love it hard. Yonder they do not love your 

flesh. They despise it. They don’t love your eyes; they’d just as soon pick em out. 

No more do they love the skin on your back. Yonder they flay it. And O my people 

they do not love your hands. Those they only use, tie, bind, chop off and leave 

empty. Love your hands! Love them. Raise them up and kiss them. Touch others 

with them, pat them together, stroke them on your face ’cause they don’t love that 

either. You got to love it, you! And no, they ain’t in love with your mouth. Yonder, 

out there, they will see it broken and break it again. What you say out of it they will 

not heed. What you scream from it they do not hear. What you put into it to nourish 

your body they will snatch away and give you leavins instead. No, they don’t love 

your mouth. You got to love it. This is flesh I’m talking about here. Flesh that needs 

to be loved. Feet that need to rest and to dance; backs that need support; shoulders 

that need arms, strong arms I’m telling you. And O my people, out yonder, hear me, 

they do not love your neck unnoosed and straight. So love your neck; put a hand on 

it, grace it, stroke it, and hold it up. And all your inside parts that they’d just as soon 

slop for hogs, you got to love them. The dark, dark liver—love it, love it, and the 

beat and beating heart, love that too. More than eyes or feet. More than lungs that 

have yet to draw free air. More than your life-holding womb and your life-giving 

private parts, hear me now, love your heart. For this is the prize.” Saying no more, 



she stood up then and danced with her twisted hip the rest of what her heart had to 

say while the others opened their mouths and gave her the music. Long notes held 

until the four-part harmony was perfect enough for their deeply loved flesh. 

SERMON                    “Embodied Glory”         Sarah Klockowski 

*CLOSING HYMN “Come, O Long Expected Jesus”  Page 6 

*OUR CALL TO MINISTRY                   

    We go forth from the worship of God 
    To be faithful to the vision of Jesus 
    To affirm each person’s dignity 
    And to cherish the living earth. 
*BENEDICTION          

*CHORAL RESPONSE  Gloria, music: Jacques Berthier 

POSTLUDE       “On Jordan's Banks” - Aaron David Miller 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   

RINGING OF THE BELL 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

➢   ➢ 

We are an open and welcoming community church formed in 1942 by the union of 
the Congregational (1746) and Unitarian (1842) churches in Lincoln.  

➢   ➢ 

We thank today’s ushers for their service: Denise Bienfang, Linn Elmes, David, 
Natalie and Sophie Elms Parish  

➢   ➢ 

First Parish is very excited to have completed the set up for Live streaming of 
worship services. We will stream and record in-person services going forward. We 
want to take this moment to advise our congregation that these recordings will be 
archived on YouTube.  

Please speak to an usher should you have any concerns in this regard. 

➢   ➢ 

If you are visiting, we invite you to sign up for our weekly news brief and monthly 
newsletter to learn more about classes and events in our community. Sign up on our 
website – www.fplincoln.org. You can also fill out a Virtual Connect Card using 
the QR Code to the right. We are glad you are here.  
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This Week at First Parish & Upcoming Events 

The following programs are open to everyone. Drop in once or attend regularly. 

Come as you are and bring a friend if you’d like! 

 *Details and Zoom links for our programs are available on our website and the 

News brief. 

Weekly Meditation Tuesday, November 29th at 4 pm 

  Led by Joan Kimball and Ben Wells 

If you would like up-to-date information, contact Joan Kimball at selenejck@gmail.com  

to receive the weekly meditation emails. 

Coffee & Compassion*  Thursday, December 1st from 9-10 am 

Join zoom meeting Led by Rev. Kit Novotny 

Join Rev. Kit Novotny for a cup of coffee and a chance to connect heart-to-heart.  

Sacred Texts*  Thursday, December 1st from 12-1pm 

Join zoom meeting Led by Sarah Klockowski 

Quiet Walks  Friday, December 2nd at 1:30pm 

Led by Andy Falender and Jackie Lenth  

Soul Matters Friday, December 2nd at 3pm  

Garrison Room Led by Paula Waterman 

Please join me for an information session on a potential new small group called Soul Matters, a 
spiritually focused monthly discussion group. The Garrison Room is located in the Parish 
House, last door on the left. Hope to see you there. Paula Waterman 

FPL Dinners for Seven are back!  

An opportunity to gather at someone’s home for great conversation in good company and share 
a potluck dinner. The only agenda is to enjoy being together. If you are interested in attending 
or hosting a dinner on Saturday, December 10, please email us at fpldinners@gmail.com by 
December 4th. 
Let’s deepen and expand our community together with these fun and nourishing gatherings.  
Kim Buell and Liz Elliott 
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