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The First Parish in Lincoln 

Sunday, November 20 ❖  10 a.m. 

*All are invited to rise in body or spirit. 

PRELUDE    Allegro mon tanto(Sonata I for viola da gamba),BWV,1027 - J.S. Bach 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

WELCOME                      Rev. Nate Klug 

*OPENING WORDS   By Laura Horton-Ludwig 

Minister: The wheel of the year has turned again. Once more the 
Thanksgiving season has arrived. 

People:  How shall we sing our song of gratitude now? For what shall we 
give thanks? 

Minister: For this moment; for friends near and far; for our breath… 
People:  For love; for courage and clarity; for strength; for laughter… 
Minister: For the tables round which we gather; for the food we enjoy with 

friends, seasoned with love and memory… 
People:  For the bright voices of children; for the wisdom of elders… 
Minister: For actions that bless the world; for hard work that makes a 

difference… 
All:  For music and art and celebration; for generosity; for 

compassion; for endurance; for joy; for hope.   

*OPENING HYMN      “We Gather Together”   (Gray, #349) 

INVOCATION                  Sarah Klockowski 

COVENANT    

In the love of truth and in the spirit of Jesus 
We unite for the worship of God and the service of all. 

TIME FOR ALL AGES                  Rev. Kit Novotny 

BAPTISM OF GWENDOLYN OLIVE KLUG     Rev.  Judy Swahnberg 

VOW OF CONGREGATIONAL SUPPORT  

Gwendolyn Olive, 
we promise you our love; 
we promise you our support; 
we promise you our care. 

 SUNG RESPONSE This Little Light of Mine 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine...  
Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine... 
 
 



FIRST READING            “Remember,” Joy Harjo          Catherine Stearns  

Remember the sky that you were born under, 
know each of the star’s stories. 
Remember the moon, know who she is. 
Remember the sun’s birth at dawn, that is the  
strongest point of time. Remember sundown 
and the giving away to night. 
Remember your birth, how your mother struggled  
to give you form and breath. You are evidence of 
her life, and her mother’s and hers. 
Remember your father. He is your life also. 
Remember the earth whose skin you are: 
red earth, black earth, yellow earth, white earth 
brown earth, we are earth. 
Remember the plants, trees, animal life who all have their 
tribes, their families, their histories, too. Talk to them, 
listen to them. They are alive poems. 
Remember the wind.  Remember her voice.  She knows the 
origin of this universe. 
Remember you are all people and all people 
are you. 
Remember you are this universe and this 
universe is you. 
Remember all is in motion, is growing, is you. 
Remember language comes from this. 
Remember the dance language is, that life is. 
Remember. 

INTRODUCTION TO PRAYER        

PRAYER HYMN       “For the Beauty of the Earth” (Gray, #21)  

SILENCE 

COMMUNITY PRAYERS      

PASTORAL PRAYER                     Christina Brown 

UNISON PRAYER      Adapted from a prayer by Thich N’hat Hanh 

  Let us be at peace with our bodies and our minds.  
  Let us return to ourselves and become wholly ourselves. 
  Let us pray that we ourselves  

cease to be the cause of suffering to each other. 
  With humility, with awareness of the existence of life, 
  and of the sufferings that are going on around us, 
  let us practice the establishment of peace  
  in our hearts and on earth. Amen.  



OFFERTORY   The Swan (Carnival of the Animals) - Camille Saint-Saens 

*DOXOLOGY     From all that dwell below the skies 

Let the Creator’s praise arise 

Let the Redeemer’s names be sung 

Through every land by every tongue.  Amen. 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER                  

NEW MEMBER JOINING 

CONGREGATIONAL WELCOME 

We, the members of the First Parish in Lincoln,  
welcome you into our religious community  
and into the larger circle of our free faith tradition.   
We join hands and hearts with you,  
sharing joy and sorrow alike, as we walk this pilgrim path together.   
We invite you to seek for spiritual truth alongside of us,  
sharing our concern for peace and justice,  
our commitment to making the world a better place  
and our belief that through common effort  
we may better shape the meaning of our lives. 

NEW MEMBER AFFIRMATION 

We join this church as an affirmation of our willingness  
to support a religious community  
whose members value freedom of religious belief  
and seek to affirm the best within each person.  
We willingly join your efforts  
to promote spiritual growth and connection, 
to build community, 
to pursue social justice and human dignity, 
and to preserve the living earth.  

CHORAL ANTHEM       For Everyone Born, a Place at the Table   

   Ming-Hui Lin, cello  
For everyone born, a place at the table, 
for everyone born, clean water and bread, 
a shelter, a space, a safe place for growing, 
for everyone born, a star overhead, 
                and God will delight when we are creators 
                of justice and joy, compassion and peace: 
                yes, God will delight when we are creators 
                of justice, justice and joy! 

For young and for old, a place at the table, 
a voice to be heard, a part in the song, 



the hands of a child in hands that are wrinkled, 
for young and for old, the right to belong, 
                and God will delight when we are creators 
                of justice and joy, compassion and peace: 
                yes, God will delight when we are creators 
                of justice, justice and joy! 

For everyone born, a place at the table, 
to live without fear, and simply to be, 
to work, to speak out, to witness and worship, 
for everyone born, the right to be free, 
                and God will delight when we are creators 
                of justice and joy, compassion and peace: 
                yes, God will delight when we are creators 
                of justice, justice and joy!              

SECOND READING   Matthew 14:13-20 

Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by 
himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 
When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and 
cured their sick.  

When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, ‘This is a deserted place, 
and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages 
and buy food for themselves.’ Jesus said to them, ‘They need not go away; you give 
them something to eat.’ They replied, ‘We have nothing here but five loaves and two 
fish.’ And he said, ‘Bring them here to me.’ 

Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the 
two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to 
the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And all ate and were filled; 
and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 

SERMON              “The Gift of Other People”     Rev. Nate Klug 

*CLOSING HYMN  The Turning of the World          Ruth Pelham 

    1.  Let us sing this song for the TURNING of the world 
That we may TURN as one 
With every voice with every song 
We will move this world along 
And our lives will feel the echo of our TURNING 
With every voice, with every song 
We will move this world along 
With every voice, with every song 
We will move this world along 
And our lives will feel the echo of our TURNING 
 



2. LOVING…LOVE 
3. HEALING…HEAL 
4. DREAMING…DREAM 

*OUR CALL TO MINISTRY                   

    We go forth from the worship of God 
    To be faithful to the vision of Jesus 
    To affirm each person’s dignity 
    And to cherish the living earth. 
*BENEDICTION          

*CHORAL RESPONSE  Go Now in Peace  

POSTLUDE     Allegro Moderato(Sonata I for viola da gamba), BWV1027 - J.S.Bach  

ANNOUNCEMENTS   

RINGING OF THE BELL 

➢   ➢ 

We are an open and welcoming community church formed in 1942 by the union of 
the Congregational (1746) and Unitarian (1842) churches in Lincoln.  

➢   ➢ 

The flowers this week are in honor of our new members joining today. We welcome 
you with open arms and hearts. 

➢   ➢ 

We thank today’s ushers for their service: Rob DeNormandie, Judy Casarella, 
Andrew Clark, Jennie Morris.  

➢   ➢ 

First Parish is very excited to have completed the set up for Live streaming of 
worship services. We will stream and record in-person services going forward. We 
want to take this moment to advise our congregation that these recordings will be 
archived on YouTube.  

Please speak to an usher should you have any concerns in this regard. 

➢   ➢ 

If you are visiting, we invite you to sign up for our weekly news brief and monthly 
newsletter to learn more about classes and events in our community. Sign up on our 
website – www.fplincoln.org. You can also fill out a Virtual Connect Card using 
the QR Code to the right. We are glad you are here.  

 

 

 

http://www.fplincoln.org/


This Week at First Parish & Upcoming Events 

The following programs are open to everyone. Drop in once or attend regularly. 

Come as you are and bring a friend if you’d like! 

 *Details and Zoom links for our programs are available on our website and the 

News brief. 

We Gather Together Potluck Brunch Sunday, November 20th 
Today "We Gather Together" to share a meal and celebrate our newest members; yes, 
hospitality is happening up the hill!  Everyone** is invited to gather in the Parish House 
immediately following the service. (**There's plenty of food to share.) 
Please come for community, conversation, and a bite to eat!

Audre Lorde: Warrior Poet*  Monday, November 21st  at 7pm 

Zoom only  Led by Sarah Klockowski 

Weekly Meditation Tuesday, November 22nd at 4 pm 

  Led by Joan Kimball and Ben Wells 

 If you would like up-to-date information, contact Joan Kimball at selenejck@gmail.com to 

receive the weekly meditation emails.  

Quiet Walks  Friday, November 25th at 1:30pm 

Led by Andy Falender and Jackie Lenth  

Thanksgiving Special Offering 

This year, the Outreach Special Thanksgiving Offering focus is alleviating hunger and will 
benefit St Vincent de Paul (SVdP) Food Pantry. The need is great and our contributions will 
help restock food offerings and, in particular, provide for special dietary needs for some Pantry 
clients. Your generous support is greatly appreciated. 

Go to FPLincoln.org, click on DONATE, click GIVE TO SUNDAY PLATE, then click GIVE 
TO SPECIAL OFFERING THANKSGIVING, determine your dollar amount, then continue 
with your personal information. Thank you so much. 

Thanksgiving with Friends 

Would you like to enjoy Thanksgiving with friends? We love having company but don’t plan to 
travel, so we are organizing a potluck dinner. If you are interested, please let us know as soon as 
possible (just how many people - we’ll figure out the menu later).  
All are welcome and will be asked to complete a COVID test. We're also exploring an outdoor 
coffee/dessert option if that is more accessible for folks. 
RSVP to Richard and Jennifer Saffran: RichardSaffran@hotmail.com  

FPL Dinners for Seven are back!  

An opportunity to gather at someone’s home for great conversation in good company and share 
a potluck dinner. The only agenda is to enjoy being together. If you are interested in attending 
or hosting a dinner on Saturday, December 10, please email us at fpldinner@gmail.com. 
Let’s deepen and expand our community together with these fun and nourishing gatherings.  

 

mailto:selenejck@gmail.com
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New Member Bios 

Vicki and Tom Mielke. Vicki and Tom both grew up in rural Minnesota, lived for many years 
in Wisconsin and Texas, and have retired to Weston with their dogs, Daphne and Piper.  Tom 
and Vicki enjoy traveling, especially to visit their two daughters in New York City.   

Jennifer, Richard, and Alex Saffran. Jennifer and Richard moved to Lincoln during March, 
2020. Memorable times! Both of our adult children (Alexander, Gwendolyn) came to stay with 
us for what was supposed to be 2 weeks. (Remember that?) Instead, it became the “3 semesters” 
of COVID. Before that, we’ve been living in the Boston area since 1984. Alex lives in 
Holliston, but we see him every weekend, and Gwen lives in NYC. Richard and Jennifer met at 
the University of Michigan. We took a study break together and that’s lasted more than 40 
years. Richard was laid off from Bose Corporation during the pandemic, which he turned into 
retirement. Jennifer currently works at The Gropius House. We are very pleased to find FPL. As 
Alex says, “We like the nice words, the nice music, coffee hour, and the nice cookies.” We are 
so looking forward to being part of FPL. 

Sarah Sheehan. I just finished nursing school, am an aspiring midwife, and am about to begin 
a nurse residency in labor and delivery. I've lived in Ireland, Italy, and Spain, and I spent my 
twenties traveling and writing novels and short stories. I love hiking, poetry, edible wild plants, 
the 1800s, backpacking, black and white films, gardening, contra dancing, and painting. 

Jessica Cooper & Nick Morgan. California native Jessica Cooper is a professional musician in 
the Boston area. She is voice faculty at UMass Boston in the Performing Arts department, and 
served on the board for the National Association of the Teachers of Singing for three years in 
the role of Community Relations Director, where she created the Community Partner Alliance 
and directed the Focus Topic Series - all dedicated to bringing awareness to issues around 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion. Jessica is mother to Zoe and Stephen Carey, and two furry 
babies, Misha and Pinto. 

Nick spent the first 14 years of life in Lincoln, before being moved to the middle of 
Pennsylvania for his dad’s work.  He is excited to be back in Lincoln after many years.  In 
between, Nick has lived in New Jersey, Virginia, Pennsylvania, and England.  He started his 
working life as an academic, becoming Assistant Vice President and Provost at the University 
of Virginia before diving in to speechwriting for the then Governor of Virginia, and a number 
of state and national political candidates.  After a few years of working on political campaigns, 
Nick started his own communications consulting company in 1997, Public Words, which he has 
continued to this day.  He helps executives and subject-matter experts develop ways to 
communicate better with their employees, customers, and the public at large.  He has published 
4 books of his own on communications, including his latest, Can You Hear Me?, on virtual 
communications, in 2018.  In addition, he has written 5 plays and is still working on a fantasy 
novel which may one day be ready to be read by other eyes than his own.  He is the proud father 
of 3 kids and delighted to be step-parent-in-training for Zoe and Stephen.   
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