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The First Parish in Lincoln 

Sunday, November 13 ❖  10 a.m. 

*All are invited to rise in body or spirit. 

PRELUDE    There is a Spirit (from a Quaker Reader) Ned Rorem 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

WELCOME                                            Rev. Kit Novotny 

*OPENING WORDS  From Walden by Henry David Thoreau 

One: Simplicity, simplicity, simplicity!  I say, let your affairs be as two 

or three, 

All:  and not a hundred or a thousand, instead of a million count half a 

dozen, 

One:  and keep your accounts on your thumbnail. 

All:   In the midst of this chopping sea of civilized life, 

One: such are the cloud and storms and quicksands and thousand and one 

items to be allowed for… 

All:   Simplify, simplify.   

*OPENING HYMN      “Eternal Father, Strong to Save”  (Red #429) 

INVOCATION                       Rev. Nate Klug 

COVENANT    

In the love of truth and in the spirit of Jesus 

We unite for the worship of God and the service of all. 

TIME FOR OUTREACH  Alice DeNormandie, Outreach Committee  

Chris Stirling, St. Vincent de Paul of Lincoln and Weston 

FIRST READING     From Deep Down Things: The Earth in Celebration and Dismay   

by Zen teacher Lin Jensen 

“While life in a modern industrial nation such as ours is increasingly characterized 

by complexity and multiplicity, we inwardly long for simplicity and singleness. 

Give me one instead of many. Give me just this moment instead of a host of 

worrisome hours to fret about. Complexity is a persistent characteristic of the 

modern collective mind perpetuated by its own momentum. It’s a habit that adds 

“more” to “more” and ultimately threatens the sanity and balance of earthly life. 

The material nature of actual things and events may very well be complex, yet it’s a 

complexity that’s best approached by taking up one detail at a time.”  



INTRODUCTION TO PRAYER           Caitlin Hogue 

PRAYER HYMN       “Tis a Gift to be Simple” (Gray #16)  
Choir members will sing it once through, with the congregation joining the second time. 

SILENCE 

COMMUNITY PRAYERS     Rev. Nate Klug and Sarah Klockowski 

PASTORAL PRAYER               Alice DeNormandie 

UNISON PRAYER     A Prayer for Veteran’s Day  

(Book of Common Prayer, adapted) 

Holy One, we commend to your gracious care and keeping 

the members of our armed forces, at home and abroad. 

We remember the generations of veterans who have answered a call to serve, 

whose lives have been changed forever, 

many bearing the wounds of war in their bodies and spirits 

and yearning for peace in their souls.  

Defend them day by day with your grace; 

strengthen them in their trials, 

and give them courage to face the perils which beset them. 

Grant us all a sense of your abiding presence in the tumult of days and 

nations, 

and strengthen our resolve to build a world modeled on your realm, 

where peace reigns and war will be pursued no more. 

Amen.  

OFFERTORY   Wilbur’s March                        

   tune by Casey Murray, Molly Tucker          Evie Packineau, fiddle 

*DOXOLOGY     From all that dwell below the skies 

Let the Creator’s praise arise 

Let the Redeemer’s names be sung 

Through every land by every tongue.  Amen. 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER                  

CHORAL ANTHEM        I Believe              Mark Miller  

I believe in the sun 

even when it's not shining 

I believe in love 

even when I don't feel it 

I believe in God 

even when God is silent.  
(from a poem written by a Jewish prisoner on the wall of a concentration camp in WWII) 



SECOND READING   Luke 10: 38-42  

Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain village where a woman named 

Martha welcomed him. She had a sister named Mary, who sat at Jesus’s feet and 

listened to what he was saying.  But Martha was distracted by her many tasks, so she 

came to him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the 

work by myself? Tell her, then, to help me.” But the Lord answered her, “Martha, 

Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things, but few things are needed—

indeed only one. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from 

her.”  

SERMON              “The Simple Way”           Rev. Kit Novotny 

*CLOSING HYMN  “Be Thou My Vision” (Red #391) 

*OUR CALL TO MINISTRY                Caitlin Hogue   

    We go forth from the worship of God 

    To be faithful to the vision of Jesus 

    To affirm each person’s dignity 

    And to cherish the living earth. 

*BENEDICTION         Rev. Nate Klug and Rev. Kit Novotny 

*CHORAL RESPONSE  Go Now in Peace  

POSTLUDE   Fugue “St. Anne” - J.S. Bach  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  Go Now in Peace 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

We are an open and welcoming community church formed in 1942 by the union of 

the Congregational (1746) and Unitarian (1842) churches in Lincoln.  

➢   ➢ 

We thank Chris Stirling from St. Vincent de Paul of Lincoln and Weston for being 

with us today! Please join us in the Stearns Room after the service to chat with 

Chris and learn more about SVdP. 

➢   ➢ 

 

The flowers today are given in memory of James DeNormandie and Newton 

DeNormandie. The vase was given by the Lincoln-Sudbury Class of 1971 in 

memory of Newton.  

Alice DeNormandie and Surendra Shah, 

Serena Shah and Ariel Gordon and Emre Shah Gordon 
 

➢   ➢ 

We thank today’s ushers for their service. 

➢   ➢ 

First Parish is very excited to have completed the set up for Live streaming of 

worship services. We will stream and record in-person services going forward. We 

want to take this moment to advise our congregation that these recordings will be 

archived on YouTube.  

Please speak to an usher should you have any concerns in this regard. 

➢   ➢ 

If you are visiting, we invite you to sign up for our weekly news brief and monthly 

newsletter to learn more about classes and events in our community. Sign up on our 

website – www.fplincoln.org. You can also fill out a Virtual Connect Card using 

the QR Code to the right. We are glad you are here.  
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This Week at First Parish 

The following programs are open to everyone. Drop in once or attend regularly. 

Come as you are and bring a friend if you’d like! 

 *Details and Zoom links for our programs are available on our website and the 

News brief. 

Weekly Meditation Tuesday, November 15th at 4 pm 

  Led by Joan Kimball and Ben Wells 

 If you would like up-to-date information, contact Joan Kimball at selenejck@gmail.com to 

receive the weekly meditation emails. .  

Sacred Texts*  Thursday, November 17th from 12-1pm 

Join zoom meeting Led by Sarah Klockowski 

Quiet Walks  Friday, November 18th at 1:30pm 

Led by Andy Falender and Jackie Lenth  

Poetry for Seekers*  Friday, November 18th at 4 pm 

Join zoom meeting Led by Reverend Nate 

Transcendentalist Running and Cycling Club Saturday, November 19th at 8 am. 

For many people these days, exercise is one of our spiritual outlets. Runners and cyclists of all 

ages and abilities are invited to join Nate for an hour of exercise, spirituality, and community. 

We’ll meet outside First Parish (4 Bedford Road, across from the Lincoln Library). We'll stretch 

and say hello, then hear a short passage of inspiration from one of the Transcendentalists. Then 

we’ll take off on a short run or bike ride through Lincoln. One person will lead the run, another 

person will lead the bike ride. After 40 minutes, we’ll meet back at the church to drink 

lemonade and reflect on what came up for us during our exercise. Visitors very welcome! 
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Upcoming Events 

 Look ahead to some more events later this month 

Sunday, November 20th, please "save the date" for our celebration: 

We Gather Together Potluck Brunch 

Join in welcoming our newest members while sharing a community meal.  

Potluck in the Parish House immediately following the church service.  

The Welcoming Committee welcomes you and your help! 
 

Potluck Assignments, by last names 

A-E: Vegetable, vegetarian or vegan 

dishes 

F-J: Quiche or other egg dish 

K-O: Salads- fruit or greens  

P-T: Protein- meat or any plant protein 

U-Z: Grains- bread/butter, bagels/cream 

cheese, muffins/butters, pasta/rice 

 

Thanksgiving Special Offering 

We all know that this has been a tough couple of years with a tough economy and rapidly rising 

housing and energy costs.  There are many who were just getting by who are now struggling 

mightily to make ends meet…right here in our own community.  As a result, the local food 

pantries are stretched to the limit.  This year’s Thanksgiving Special Offering will be focused 

on ensuring that there’s food available for all as we work with the team at Saint Vincent de Paul 

here in Lincoln and Weston.  This Sunday, Chris Stirling will be with us to tell more about their 

programs and how we can help…if you’re inclined to volunteer you can help make a difference. 

 

Thanksgiving with Friends 

Would you like to enjoy Thanksgiving with friends? We love having company but don’t plan to 

travel, so we are organizing a potluck dinner. If you are interested, please let us know as soon as 

possible (just how many people - we’ll figure out the menu later).  

All are welcome and will be asked to complete a COVID test. We're also exploring an outdoor 

coffee/dessert option if that is more accessible for folks. 

RSVP to Richard and Jennifer Saffran: RichardSaffran@hotmail.com  
 

 

 The First Parish in Lincoln 

www.fplincoln.org 

Rev.s Kit Novotny & Nate Klug, Co-Ministers; kit@fplincoln.org;nate@fplincoln.org 

Sarah Klockowski, Ministry Associate; sarah@fplincoln.org 

Lora Venesy, Religious Exploration Coordinator; lora@fplincoln.org 

Miranda Loud, Acting Music Director and Organist; mirandaloud574@gmail.com 

Paris Parks, Livestream Coordinator 

Silvia Dieckow, Administrator; silvia@fplincoln.org 
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❖  Notes and Holy Doodles ❖ 


