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October’s Worship Theme: The Fullness of Time  

A Service of Communion 

Honoring Samhain, All Saints’ Day, and All Souls’ Day 

 



The First Parish in Lincoln 

Sunday, October 30 ❖  10 a.m. 

*All are invited to rise in body or spirit. 

PRELUDE    Toccata and Fugue in d minor, BWV 565   

RINGING OF THE BELL 

WELCOME                        Rev. Kit Novotny 

*OPENING WORDS  

From “All Souls” by May Sarton (as found in Gray Hymnal #718) 

One:   Did someone say that there would be an end, 

All:    An end, Oh, an end, to love and mourning? 

One:   What has been once so interwoven 

Cannot be raveled, nor the gift ungiven. 

All:    Now the dead move through all of us still glowing. 

One:   Mother and child, lover and lover mated,  

Are wound and bound together and enflowing. 

All:    What has been plaited cannot be unplaited— 

only the strands grow richer with each loss. 

One:   And memory makes kings and queens of us. 

All:    Dark into light, light into darkness, spin. 

When all the birds have flown to some real haven, 

One:   We who find shelter in the warmth within, 

Listen, and feel new-cherished, new-forgiven, 

All:    As the lost human voices speak through us and blend 

our complex love, our mourning without end. 

*OPENING HYMN      “For All The Saints” (Gray #103) 

INVOCATION                  Sarah Klockowski 

COVENANT                    Judy Casarella 

In the love of truth and in the spirit of Jesus 

We unite for the worship of God and the service of all. 

 

 

 

 



 

PASSING THE PEACE                        Kit Novotny 

One:   Peace be with you. 

All:    And also with you.  

All are invited to greet those around them with a sign of peace, such as a bow, wave, 

peace sign, handshake, or embrace. Please respect those who may wish to remain 

physically distant. If you see a nearby camera, feel free to greet to those 

worshipping with us at home. 

FIRST READING            “Hymn to Time” by Ursula K. Le Guin 

Time says “Let there be” 

every moment and instantly 

there is space and the radiance 

of each bright galaxy. 

And eyes beholding radiance. 

And the gnats’ flickering dance. 

And the seas’ expanse. 

And death, and chance. 

Time makes room 

for going and coming home 

and in time’s womb 

begins all ending. 

Time is being and being 

time, it is all one thing, 

the shining, the seeing, 

the dark abounding. 

INTRODUCTION TO PRAYER          Judy Casarella 

PRAYER HYMN       “Be Still My Soul” (Red #77)  

SILENCE 

COMMUNITY PRAYERS & ALL SOULS REMEMBRANCE  

           Rev. Nate Klug and Sarah Klockowski 

PASTORAL PRAYER            Judy Casarella 

 

 

 

 



UNISON PRAYER     A Prayer Meditation for All Saints’ Day 

(Written by Safiyah Fosua, adapted) 

O God of many names, 

We give you thanks for all the saints and sinners who have glorified you, 

whether in arbors or cathedrals, 

wooden churches or cement meeting houses. 

We give you thanks, O God, for hands lifted in praise and justice: 

manicured hands and hands stained with grease or soil, 

strong hands and hands gnarled with age, 

holy hands. 

We thank you, God, for hardworking, imperfect saints, 

whether hard-hatted or aproned, 

blue-collared or three-piece-suited. 

They left their mark for you, for us, for our children to come. 

Thank you for the sacrifices made by those who have gone before us. 

Bless these memories. 

May we learn how to walk wisely from their examples of faith,  

dedication, and love. Amen.  

OFFERTORY   From “Annum Per Annum”    Arvo Pärt 

*DOXOLOGY     From all that dwell below the skies 

Let the Creator’s praise arise 

Let the Redeemer’s names be sung 

Through every land by every tongue.  Amen. 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER                  

CHORAL ANTHEM        Now Shall My Inward Joys Arise - William Billings 

SECOND READING   From Revelation 21  

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 

passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 

coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,  

“See, the home of God is among mortals. 

He will dwell with them; 

they will be his peoples, 

and God himself will be with them and be their God; 

he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 

for the first things have passed away.”  



And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” 

Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to 

me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the 

thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life. Those who 

conquer will inherit these things, and I will be their God, and they will be my 

children.  

SERMON              “Cosmic Blessings”           Rev. Kit Novotny  

*COMMUNION HYMN “We’re Gonna Sit at the Welcome Table” (Gray #407) 

This morning’s deacons will now come forward to serve Communion. The deacons 

will pass the bread first, and then the trays of individual cups, which contain juice.  

Communion is always open and optional: all are welcome to take part in whatever 

way is right for you today.  

It is our custom at First Parish for each participant to take a piece of bread from the 

loaf as it is passed, choosing your own time to eat it; and when the cup comes, to 

hold the cup until everyone is served, so that we may all partake together. (Gluten 

free bread may be found in a small container on each tray.) 

RESPONSIVE READING Adapted from Matthew 25:35-36 

One:   I was hungry and you gave me food. 

All:    I was thirsty and you gave me drink. 

One:   I was a stranger and you welcomed me. 

All:    I was naked and you clothed me. 

One:   I was sick and you took care of me. 

All:    I was in prison and you visited me. 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE               The Ministers 

SHARING THE BREAD & CUP  

Minister: Gathered around a table, among friends, Jesus took bread, 

blessed it, broke it, and gave it to those who were with him, 

saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do 

this in remembrance of me.” 

The bread will now be passed.  You may take a portion and eat it when you feel 

ready.  Once the congregation is served, the deacons will return to the table to serve 

each other and the minister. 

Minister: In the same way, Jesus took the cup filled with wine, and, 

having given thanks for it, poured it out and gave it to his 

disciples, saying, “Take, drink. This cup is your new 

relationship with God.” 



The cups of juice will now be passed; please hold yours, using this time for quiet 

meditation and prayer, so that at the end, we may all drink the cup together. 

Minister: Now, committing to the shared cup of liberation for all, and 

celebrating the abundance at the heart of all things, let us 

drink together. 

UNISON PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING     

Bountiful God, we give you thanks that you have refreshed us at your table. 

Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another, and send us forth into 

the world in courage, peace, and joy. Amen. 

*CLOSING HYMN  “Praise to the Living God” (Gray#215) 

*OUR CALL TO MINISTRY               Judy Casarella   

    We go forth from the worship of God 

    To be faithful to the vision of Jesus 

    To affirm each person’s dignity 

    And to cherish the living earth. 

*BENEDICTION         Rev. Nate Klug and Rev. Kit Novotny 

*CHORAL RESPONSE  Go Lifted Up 

POSTLUDE   Suite Gothique (Toccata) - Léon Boëllmann 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   

RINGING OF THE BELL 

        

  



 

➢   ➢ 

We are an open and welcoming community church formed in 1942 by the union of 

the Congregational (1746) and Unitarian (1842) churches in Lincoln.  

➢   ➢ 

The flowers are given in memory of Art Tatman,  

Terry Green’s father and Katy Hogue’s grandfather.  

The Green family 

➢   ➢ 

Livestream Coordinator: Paris Parks 

We thank today’s ushers for their service. 

The Deacons serving communion today are Judy Casarella, Andy Clark, Sarah 

Andrysiak, Mary Jo Veling, Caitlin Hogue, and Sarah Bishop.  

Thank you to Richard Saffran for baking today’s communion bread. 

➢   ➢ 

First Parish is very excited to have completed the set up for Live streaming of 

worship services. We will stream and record in-person services going forward. We 

want to take this moment to advise our congregation that these recordings will be 

archived on YouTube.  

Please speak to an usher should you have any concerns in this regard. 

➢   ➢ 

If you are visiting, we invite you to sign up for our weekly news brief and monthly 

newsletter to learn more about classes and events in our community. Sign up on our 

website – www.fplincoln.org. You can also fill out a Virtual Connect Card using 

the QR Code to the right. We are glad you are here.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fplincoln.org/


This Week at First Parish 

The following programs are open to everyone. Drop in once or attend regularly. 

Come as you are and bring a friend if you’d like! 

 *Details and Zoom links for our programs are available on our website and the 

News brief. 

RJA Conversation: How Racism Costs Everyone Sunday, October 30, 11:15-12:30 

Parish House  with Heather McGee  

Please join Racial Justice Advocates today, Sunday October 30 after the service for a 

conversation:  

“How Racism Costs Everyone”, including a video interview with the author of The Sum of Us, 

 Heather McGee, and a follow up conversation. 

Rally Rounds (Fun, sociable, and important) 

Sign up for a session online 

In her inspired sermon on Rally Sunday, Rev. Kit referenced the etymology of the word 

“Rally”.  In a nutshell, RALLY means to come together for a common act or effort. 

As we come together and celebrate this exciting new chapter in the life of First Parish, the 

Launch Team will facilitate a series of small, informal group conversations designed to help us 

rally around our new co-ministers and our shared values.   

The Rally (a) Rounds will be held in October and will take place outdoors and on ZOOM.  We 

hope everyone will participate in this opportunity to connect with each other, widen our circles 

and rally (a)round FPL!             With gratitude from the Launch Team, 

Gina Halsted & Jane O’Rourke, Co-Chairs; Katy Hogue, Larry Buell, Gus Browne, and Sarah 

Andrysiak 

Weekly Meditation Tuesday, November 1st at 4 pm 

  Led by Joan Kimball and Ben Wells 

 If you would like up-to-date information, contact Joan Kimball at selenejck@gmail.com to 

receive the weekly meditation emails. .  

Sacred Texts*  Thursday, November 3rd from 12-1pm 

Join zoom meeting Led by Sarah Klockowski 

Quiet Walks  Friday, November 4th at 1:30pm 

Led by Andy Falender and Jackie Lenth  

Ladies Tea*  Friday, November 4th at 4 pm 

Join zoom meeting          With Sarah Andrysiak  

Gather with other FPL "Ladies" for an hour of shared stories, memories, dreams and reflections. 

Host Sarah Andrysiak will bring a question to guide the sharing. First Friday of the month 

virtually on ZOOM. 

 

mailto:selenejck@gmail.com


Tree of Life 

Memorial Service for Elinor Nichols Saturday, November 5th at 1pm  

 

Upcoming Events 

 Look ahead to some more events later this month 

New Members Class Sunday Nov 6, 11:15-12:30  

Parish House  Led by Rev. Kit & Rev. Nate 

This is an exciting season for First Parish, and we’re planning to welcome a group of new 

members into our church family on November 20th in worship. If you would like to learn more 

about becoming a member, please join Kit and Nate for this informal class after worship on 

November 6th. We’ll hear a bit about each other’s spiritual journeys, learn about the unique 

history of First Parish, and talk about how the church works today. Those who joined the church 

last Easter, but may not have had a new members class, are also welcome! Please rsvp to 

Nate@fplincoln.org, as lunch will be provided, thanks to the Welcoming Committee. 
 

SVdP Thanksgiving Food Baskets (2022)* 

Thanksgiving offers us time to reflect on how we are blessed and to pass our blessings on to 

others. We are asking our Lincoln and Weston communities to support our neighbors in need.  

Please join us in providing Thanksgiving “Turkey Tin” food baskets for the Society of St. 

Vincent de Paul (SVdP) Food Pantry guests.   

 

Thanksgiving 

Would you like to enjoy Thanksgiving with friends? We love having company but don’t plan to 

travel, so we are organizing a potluck dinner. If you are interested, please let us know as soon as 

possible (just how many people - we’ll figure out the menu later).  

All are welcome and will be asked to complete a COVID test. We're also exploring an outdoor 

coffee/dessert option if that is more accessible for folks. 

RSVP to Richard and Jennifer Saffran: RichardSaffran@hotmail.com  
 

 

 The First Parish in Lincoln 

www.fplincoln.org 

Rev.s Kit Novotny & Nate Klug, Co-Ministers; kit@fplincoln.org;nate@fplincoln.org 

Sarah Klockowski, Ministry Associate; sarah@fplincoln.org 

Lora Venesy, Religious Exploration Coordinator; lora@fplincoln.org 

Miranda Loud, Acting Music Director and Organist; mirandaloud574@gmail.com 

Paris Parks, Livestream Coordinator 

Silvia Dieckow, Administrator; silvia@fplincoln.org 
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❖  Notes and Holy Doodles ❖ 


