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The First Parish in Lincoln 

Sunday, September 11 ❖  10 a.m. 

*All are invited to rise in body or spirit. 

PRELUDE     Prelude from the Te Deum - Marc-Antoine Charpentier 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

WELCOME                         Rev. Kit Novotny 

*OPENING WORDS          Rev. Nate Klug 

Minister:  After a long season of reflection, after a year of searching, 

after a summer apart… 

 People:  Here we are! Refreshed by our time away. Eager to begin 

anew. 

Minister:  As we begin a new ministry together, let us remember the 

values put forward by the Search Committee…  

People:  In everything we do, may we all seek the ways of humility, 

patience, curiosity, and commitment. 

Minister:  And let us celebrate. For the spirit is moving afresh in this 

place! 

All:  This is the day we have been given. Let us rejoice and be 

glad in it!   

*OPENING HYMN      “Praise be to God, the Almighty”     Gray #278 

INVOCATION                      Sarah Klockowski 

STONE COMMUNION 

COVENANT                   Andy Clark, Deacon 

In the love of truth and in the spirit of Jesus 

We unite for the worship of God and the service of all. 

FIRST READING                     Psalm 133            Rev. Kit Novotny  

How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity! 

It is like the precious oil on the head, running down upon the beard, 

on the beard of Aaron, running down over the collar of his robes. 

It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion. 

For there the Lord ordained their blessing, life forevermore. 

 

 



INTRODUCTION TO PRAYER               Andy Clark 

PRAYER HYMN       “There’s a Wideness in Your Mercy”  Gray #213 

SILENCE 

COMMUNITY PRAYERS               Rev. Kit Novotny & Sarah Klockowski 

PASTORAL PRAYER          Andy Clark 

UNISON PRAYER     Adapted from “Prayer on the Anniversary of September 11,”  

Gary Kowalski  

We gather on this beautiful morning, 

the anniversary of a day painful to remember 

but impossible to forget. 

We remember all the heroes and heroines of that day, 

and the many friends and strangers who perished. 

We remember the voices that counseled peace 

even as our nation prepared for war. 

And we raise our voices still against fanaticism 

in all its forms, 

praying that the conflagration of that day 

might cast a more gentle light, 

leading to a future where all people can live without fear.  

Amen. 

OFFERTORY  

*DOXOLOGY     From all that dwell below the skies 

Let the Creator’s praise arise 

Let the Redeemer’s names be sung 

Through every land by every tongue.  Amen. 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER                  

CHORAL ANTHEM        “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring”  J.S. Bach 

SECOND READING      “The Way of the Sufi,” Salik  

When you first meet him, he may seem to be very different from you.  

 He is not. 

  He may seem to be very much like you.  

  He is not. 

SERMON                  “Where to Begin?”           Rev. Nate Klug 

*CLOSING HYMN  “Life Is the Greatest Gift of All”  Gray #331 

 



*OUR CALL TO MINISTRY                  Andy Clark 

    We go forth from the worship of God 

    To be faithful to the vision of Jesus 

    To affirm each person’s dignity 

    And to cherish the living earth. 

*BENEDICTION        Rev. Kit Novotny and Rev. Nate Klug 

*CHORAL RESPONSE  

POSTLUDE   Trumpet Tune in A - David Johnson 

ANNOUNCEMENTS            

➢   ➢ 

We are an open and welcoming community church formed in 1942 by the union of 

the Congregational (1746) and Unitarian (1842) churches in Lincoln.  

➢   ➢ 

First Parish is very excited to have completed the set up for Live streaming of 

worship services. We will stream and record in-person services going forward. We 

want to take this moment to advise our congregation that these recordings will be 

archived on YouTube.  

Please speak to an usher should you have any concerns in this regard. 

➢   ➢ 

If you are visiting, we invite you to sign up for our weekly news brief and monthly 

newsletter to learn more about classes and events in our community. Sign up on our 

website – www.fplincoln.org. You can also fill out a Virtual Connect Card using 

the QR Code to the right. We are glad you are here.  

➢   ➢ 

The First Parish in Lincoln 

www.fplincoln.org 

 

Revs. Kit Novotny & Nate Klug, Co-Ministers; ministers@fplincoln.org 

Sarah Klockowski, Ministerial Intern; sarah@fplincoln.org 

Miranda Loud, Acting Music Director and Organist; mirandaloud574@gmail.com 

Silvia Dieckow, Administrator; silvia@fplincoln.org 
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