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Sunday, December 19, 2021  ❖  10 a.m. 

PRELUDE  Nun komm der Heiden Heiland, JS Bach Mr. Ian Watson, organ 

RINGING OF THE BELL                   

WELCOME                            Mr. Andrew Clark 

INTROIT   Away in a Manger      FPL Children’s Choir 

OPENING WORDS       from enfleshed          The Reverend Jenny Rankin 

Minister:  In holy wonder, with divine expectation,  

we echo Mary reciting her poetry of freedom: 

People: “God’s mercy extends from generation to generation. God 

scatters the proud and lifts high the humble. God’s promises 

to the hungry, the captive, and the weary will be fulfilled.”. 

Minister:  A testimony to persistent hope, we join the whole world in 

waiting.  

People:  Our spirits rejoice! The time is nearly here. 

All:       Come, let us worship in anticipation.. 

OPENING HYMN      “The First Nowell” #237 Grey        Members of FPL Choir 

INVOCATION                The Reverend Jenny Rankin  

NATIVITY FIGURES              Mr. Andrew Clark 

OUR COVENANT   

In the love of truth and in the spirit of Jesus 

      We unite for the worship of God and the service of all. 

ADVENT READING & WREATH LIGHTING             

         Isaiah 61:1-4    

REFLECTION                   Members of FPL Choir 

FIRST READING     “The Risk of Birth”         The Reverend Jenny Rankin  

     by Madeleine L’Engle 

INTRODUCTION TO PRAYER               Mr. Andrew Clark 

PRAYER HYMN        “O little town of Bethlehem” #246 Grey  

SILENCE 

 



 

COMMUNITY PRAYERS   

PASTORAL PRAYER                  Mr. Andrew Clark 

UNISON PRAYER   The Disciples Prayer         Mr. Andrew Clark 

Mother of us all, who dwells within and beyond, Sacred is your name.             

May your holy vision for collective flourishing come to fruition among us.       

May your dreams of justice, love, compassion, and connection be enfleshed on 

earth. 

Provide us today with what we need to be nourished in body, soul, and heart. 

Forgive us for the harm we cause as we seek to forgive those who have harmed 

us. 

Lead us away from everything that destroys and liberate us from the hands of 

evil.  

Your power-with exceeds all power-over. Your presence incites eternal wonder. 

All praise to you, our comfort and strength. 

Amen.  

OFFERTORY    

DOXOLOGY        From all that dwell below the skies, 

Let the Creator’s praise arise; 

Let the Redeemer’s name be sung 

Through ev’ry land by ev’ry tongue. 

SECOND READING    Luke 1:46-55                         Ms. Sarah Klockowski 

SERMON   “Could the World Be About to Turn?  Ms. Sarah Klockowski 

CLOSING HYMN    “My Soul Gives Glory to my God”       

    (UCC New Century Hymnal #119)                                                               

OUR CALL TO MINISTRY                 Mr. Andrew Clark 

    We go forth from the worship of God 

    To be faithful to the vision of Jesus 

    To affirm each person’s dignity 

    And to cherish the living earth. 

BENEDICTION                                   Ms. Sarah Klockowski 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                 Mr. Andrew Clark 

POSTLUDE    “In dulci jubilo”                   Mr. Ian Watson, organ 

       JS Bach 

 



 

➢   ➢ 

The flowers on the altar are in memory of Paula Waterman’s mother, Luella Belle 

 Moore Johnson, a quiet, gentle woman who fostered much of who Paula is today. 

➢   ➢  

From the Treasurer 

The Treasurer, John Krzywicki would like to remind everyone of their financial 

pledge to the church, made last spring during the Stewardship drive. Many people 

like to fulfill their pledge at the end of the calendar year. I thought I’d use this 

occasion to mention a few things regarding year-end giving. 

If you are giving by check, please have the envelope postmarked by December 31, 

or drop it off at the Parish House by year-end. Some people find it advantageous 

from a tax perspective to donate appreciated shares of stock or mutual funds. Please 

contact Silvia Dieckow for specific instructions, and her email is 

silvia@fplincoln.org. The process of giving shares can often take several days, so 

please contact your brokerage or mutual fund firm early. 

As we have reopened in a limited way, with further opening and new programs to 

come, it is vitally important that we keep the contributions coming. 

➢   ➢  

We are an open and welcoming community church formed in 1942 by the union of 

the Congregational (1746) and Unitarian (1842) churches in Lincoln. 

➢   ➢  
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