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PRELUDE   “River Flows In You”  Yiruma        Mr. Ian Watson, organ      
BELL RINGING                                         The Ring Family 
WELCOME               The Reverend Jenny Rankin 
OPENING WORDS                     The Reverend Jenny Rankin  

Minister:  We meet on holy ground,  
Brought into being as life encounters life, 

People:  As personal histories merge into the communal story, 
Minister:  As we take on the pride and pain of our companions, 

 People:   As separate selves become community 
Minister:  How desperate is our need for one another: Our silent 

beckoning to our neighbors, 
People:  Our invitations to share life and death together, 

         Our welcome into the lives of those we meet, 
         And their welcome into our own. 

Minister:  May our souls capture this treasured time. 
People:  May our spirits celebrate our meeting,  

In this time and in this space, 
All:  For we meet on holy ground. 

                                                      Rev. Richard Gilbert                      

OPENING HYMN      “Come Down, O Love Divine” 
Come down, O Love divine, Seek thou this soul of mine, And visit it 
with thine own ardor glowing; O comforter, draw near, Within my heart 
appear, And kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing. 
O let it freely burn, Till earthly passions turn To dust and ashes in its 
heat consuming And let thy glorious light Shine ever on my sight, And 
clothe me round the while my path illuming. 
And so the yearning strong With which the soul will long. Shall far 
outpass the power of the human telling: For none can guess its grace, 
Till he become the place Wherein the Holy Spirit makes his dwelling. 
Amen 
 
 



 
 
INVOCATION                            Ms. Sarah Klockowski 
CANDLELIGHTING                                     The Ring Family 
 OUR COVENANT                The Ring Family 
       In the love of truth and in the spirit of Jesus 
      We unite for the worship of God and the service of all. 

TIME FOR ALL AGES                Ms. Sarah Bishop 

RESPONSIVE  READING “Hope Rises” 
      Rev. John Buehrens and Rev. Rebecca Parker 

Hope rises. 
It rises from the heart of life, here and now, beating with joy and sorrow. 

Hope longs. 
It longs for good to be affirmed, for justice and love to prevail, for suffering to 
be alleviated, and for life to flourish in peace. 

Hope remembers. 
It remembers the dreams of those who have gone before and reaches for 
connection with them across the boundary of death. 

Hope acts. 
It acts to bless, to protest, and to repair. 

adapted from A House for Hope: The Promise of Progressive Religion for the 
Twenty-First Century. 

INTRODUCTION TO PRAYER             Mr. Doug Crosby 

PRAYER HYMN        “Though I may Speak with Bravest Fire”  
Though I may speak with bravest fire, and have the gift to all inspire, and 
have not love, mu words are vain, as sounding brass and hopeless gain. 
Though I may give all I possess, and striving so my love profess, but not be 
given by love within, the profit soon turns strangely thin. 
Come, spirit, come, our hearts control, our spirits long, to be made whole. Let 
inward love guide every deed, by this we worship and are freed.  

SILENCE 
COMMUNITY PRAYERS   
PASTORAL PRAYER           Ms. Mary Jo Veling 
 



 

UNISON PRAYER The Lord’s Prayer                      Ms. Mary Jo Veling 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy Name. 
Thy Kingdom come.  
Thy will be done 
 on earth, As it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those that trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
But deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, 
The power, and the glory, 
For ever and ever. 
Amen 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE     
SECOND READING   Revelation 3:20         The Reverend Goodwin  
SERMON   “Spirit is knocking. Are you willing to answer?”     
               The Reverend Goodwin  
CLOSING HYMN “Here We Have Gathered”   

When we are gathered for a time of worship and of song, let none forget the 
joys and griefs that mark each path of life and thus we reach for those who 
love, we reach for those who love. 
For youth shall pass and time is wise, and countless seasons turn, so day by 
day our years increase until at last by life released our spirits shine like stars. 

 
OUR CALL TO MINISTRY                       Mr. Doug Crosby 
    We go forth from the worship of God 
    To be faithful to the vision of Jesus 
    To affirm each person’s dignity 
    And to cherish the living earth. 
BENEDICTION                                The Reverend Goodwin  
ANNOUNCEMENTS                 Mr. Doug Crosby 
POSTLUDE   “Alla Marcia” John Ireland             Mr. Watson, organ 
 



 

We are an open and welcoming community church formed in 1942 by the union of 
the Congregational (1746) and Unitarian (1842) churches in Lincoln. 

 
 

We will begin our worship service outside this morning.  Families with 
unvaccinated children who are not participating in RE may continue in worship in 
the Stearns Room.  Children and adults who wish to participate in RE will walk up 
the hill to the Parish House Playground. 
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